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BACKGROUND AND ELECTION

It h a d b e e n o v e r o n e h u n d r e d y e a r s s ince J a c k s o n County h a d a Congress ‑
m a n , w h e n the l o c a l 34 -yea r -o ld judge dec ided to r u n . He w a s a na t i ve o f
Scot tsboro, t h e county sea t , a n d h a d at tended t h e l o c a l pub l i c schoo l s , g r a d u a t ‑
i ng f r o m J a c k s o n County H i g h S c h o o l a f t e r ach iev ing a dist inguished r e c o r d
athlet ical ly  and academical ly.

Ye a r s l a t e r , dur ing t h e fi r s t e l e c t i o n , t h e l o c a l paper descr ibed i n t h e
fo l low ing m a n n e r t h e i m p r e s s i o n R o b e r t J o n e s h a d m a d e u p o n t h e peop le o f
t h e c o u n t y dur ing h i s y o u t h :

B o b Jones w a s b o r n r i g h t he re . H e spent h i s c h i l d ‑
h o o d a n d y o u t h h e r e , attending o u r schools. E v e n as
a s m a l l b o y h e w a s a f a v o r i t e i n t h e c o m m u n i t y, f o r
h e w a s a lways b r i g h t , p o l i t e a n d e n e r g e t i c . H e h a d
t h a t n a t u r a l a b i l i t y t o m a k e f r i e n d s among young a n d
old. A n d h e w a s a l w a y s h o n o r a b l e a n d h a d n a t u r a l
cou r tesy and i n t e r e s t i n a l l t h e people a r o u n d h i m .

F o r 6 % y e a r s Judge J o n e s w o r k e d h i s w a y t h r o u g h the U n i v e r s i t y o f
A l a b a m a ‘ sunderg radua te a n d l a w schoo ls a n d t h e n e n t e r e d p r i v a t e l a w p r a c t i c e
in t h e fi r m of B r e w t o n & J o n e s in Scot tsboro. At t h e Un ivers i t y, he m e t h i s
w i f e , t h e f o r m e r C h r i s t i n e F r a n c i s of Tuscaloosa. They w e r e m a r r i e d A p r i l
9,  1938.

On January 1, 1941, he became Jackson County‘s fi r s t coun ty judge but
l e f t tha t p o s i t i o n when the w a r c a m e and volunteered f o r d u t y. He w a s c o m ‑
miss ioned an ens ign in the N a v y in December, 1943, and s e r v e d 26 m o n t h s ,
p a r t o f w h i c h t i m e w a s spent on convoy duty i n t h e N o r t h A t l an t i c . Judge Jones
w a s ree lec ted to h i s pos i t i on w h i l e he w a s s t i l l i n t h e s e r v i c e a n d w a s r e l e a s e d
f r o m the Navy on Februa ry 22, [ 9 4 6 . D u r i n g t h e l a s t s e v e n m o n t h s o f h i s
s e r v i c e , L t . Jones w a s a t tached t o Gen. M c A r t h u r ‘ s g e n e r a l s t a f f and, a long
w i t h a n o t h e r a t t o r n e y, ga thered t h e ev idence w h i c h eventua l l y c o n v i c t e d a n d
hanged Gen. Yamash i ta .

A s p r e v i o u s l y indicated, 'eifter h i s d ischarge Judge Jones r e s u m e d h i s
coun ty judgeship a n d together w i t h h i s w i f e a n d t h e i r s o n , Rob , l i v e d quiet ly
on a s m a l l f a r m n e a r Scot tsboro .

A n d so it m i g h t w e l l have continued. H o w e v e r , Rep . J o h n Spa rkman , the
E i g h t h D i s t r i c t Congressman f o r o v e r a decade, w a s nominated to t h e Senate
s e a t t h a t w a s l e f t v a c a n t by t h e d e a t h of S e n a t o r J o h n H. Bankhead. C o n s e ‑
q u e n t l y, a s p e c i a l p r i m a r y w a s c a l l e d i n o r d e r t o d e t e r m i n e t h e s u c c e s s o r t o
t h e H o u s e s e a t o f Rep. S p a r k m a n w h o w o u l d r e s i g n t o take t h e s e a t i n t h e
Senate.

Judge Jones w a s t h e immed ia te cho ice o f those w h o knew h i m . A n a t u r a l
p u b l i c s e r v a n t , h e w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e B o a r d o f Stewards o f t h e F i r s t
M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h o f S c o t t s b o r o , m e m b e r o f t h e F a r m B u r e a u F e d e r a t i o n , a
f a r m e r , a l a w y e r , a judgeJ Scou tmas te r, and t h e r e c i p i e n t o f an a w a r d f r o m
t h e Tr e a s u r y D e p a r t m e n t f o r h i s exce l lent s e r v i c e i n lead ing t h e Defense a n d
W a r B o n d dr i i i es i n h i s c o m m u n i t y. Wi thout u l t e r i o r o r h i d d e n m o t i v e s , h e
h a d s e r v e d h i s a r e a a t e v e r y oppor tun i t y and , as the election w a s l a t e r to

BACKGROUND AND ELECTION

It h a d b e e n o v e r o n e h u n d r e d y e a r s s i n c e J a c k s o n County h a d a Congress ‑
m a n , w h e n the l o c a l 34 -year -o ld judge dec ided to r u n . He w a s a n a t i v e o f
Scot tsboro, t h e county sea t , a n d h a d at tended t h e l o c a l publ ic schoo ls , g r a d u a t ‑
i n g f r o m J a c k s o n County H i g h S c h o o l a f t e r ach iev ing a dist inguished r e c o r d
a th le t i ca l l y and academica l l y.

Ye a r s l a t e r , dur ing t h e fi r s t e l e c t i o n , t h e l o c a l paper descr ibed i n t h e
fo l l ow ing m a n n e r t h e i m p r e s s i o n R o b e r t Jones h a d m a d e u p o n t h e peop le o f
t h e coun ty dur ing h i s youth;

B o b Jones w a s b o r n r i g h t he re . H e spent h i s c h i l d ‑
h o o d a n d y o u t h h e r e , attending o u r schools. E v e n as
a s m a l l boy he w a s a f a v o r i t e in t h e commun i t y, f o r
h e w a s a lways b r i g h t , p o l i t e a n d e n e r g e t i c . H e h a d
t h a t n a t u r a l a b i l i t y t o m a k e f r i e n d s a m o n g young a n d
o ld . A n d h e w a s always h o n o r a b l e a n d h a d n a t u r a l
cou r tesy and i n t e r e s t i n a l l t h e people a r o u n d h i m .

F o r 64 y e a r s Judge Jones w o r k e d h i s w a y th rough the Un i ve rs i t y o f
Alabama's u n d e r g r a d u a t e a n d l a w schoo ls a n d t h e n e n t e r e d p r i v a t e l a w p r a c t i c e
in t h e fi r m of B r e w t o n & J o n e s in Scot tsboro. At t h e Un i ve rs i t y, he m e t h i s
w i f e , t h e f o r m e r C h r i s t i n e F r a n c i s of Tuscaloosa. They w e r e m a r r i e d Apr i l
9 ,  1938 .

On January 1, 1941, he became J a c k s o n County 's fi r s t coun ty judge b u t
l e f t t h a t p o s i t i o n w h e n the w a r c a m e and v o l u n t e e r e d f o r d u t y. H e w a s c o m ‑
m i s s i o n e d a n e n s i g n i n t h e N a v y i n D e c e m b e r , 1943, and s e r v e d 2 6 months,
p a r t o f w h i c h t i m e w a s s p e n t o n c o n v o y duty in t h e N o r t h At lan t ic . Judge Jones
w a s r e e l e c t e d t o h i s p o s i t i o n w h i l e h e w a s s t i l l i n t h e s e r v i c e a n d w a s r e l e a s e d
f r o m t h e N a v y o n F e b r u a r y 22, 1946. D u r i n g t h e l a s t s e v e n m o n t h s o f h i s
s e r v i c e , L t . Jones w a s a t tached t o Gen. M c A r t h u r ' s g e n e r a l s t a f f and, a long
w i t h a n o t h e r a t t o r n e y, ga thered t h e ev idence w h i c h eventua l l y c o n v i c t e d a n d
hanged Gen. Yamash i ta .

A s p r e v i o u s l y ind i ca ted , a f t e r h i s discharge Judge Jones r e s u m e d h i s
coun ty judgeship a n d t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s w i f e a n d t h e i r s o n , R o b , l i v e d qu ie t l y
on a s m a l l f a r m n e a r Scot tsboro .

A n d so it m i g h t w e l l h a v e continued. H o w e v e r , R e p . John S p a r k m a n , the
E i g h t h D i s t r i c t Congressman f o r o v e r a decade, w a s nominated to t h e Senate
s e a t t h a t w a s l e f t v a c a n t by t h e d e a t h of Sena to r J o h n H. Bankhead. C o n s e ‑
quent ly, a s p e c i a l p r i m a r y w a s c a l l e d i n o r d e r t o d e t e r m i n e t h e successor t o
t h e House s e a t o f Rep. S p a r k m a n w h o w o u l d r e s i g n t o take t h e s e a t i n t h e
S e n a t e ,

Judge Jones w a s t h e immediate choice of t h o s e w h o knew h i m . A n a t u r a l
p u b l i c s e r v a n t , h e w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e B o a r d o f Stewards o f t h e F i r s t
M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h o f Sco t tsboro , m e m b e r o f t h e F a r m B u r e a u Federa t ion , a
f a r m e r , a l a w y e r , a judge , Scou tmas te r, and t h e r e c i p i e n t o f an a w a r d f r o m
t h e T r e a s u r y D e p a r t m e n t f o r h i s exce l len t s e r v i c e i n leading t h e Defense a n d
W a r B o n d d r i v e s i n h i s c o m m u n i t y. Wi thout u l t e r i o r o r h i d d e n m o t i v e s , h e
h a d s e r v e d h i s a r e a a t e v e r y oppor tun i t y and , as t h e election w a s l a t e r to



demonst ra te , t h e people of t h e a r e a h a d taken qu i t e a fancy to t h i s e ne r g e t i c
a n d f r i end l y young judge. A lways ready to s e r v e , and s t r ong l y u r g e d by m a n y
p e r s o n a l c a l l s a n d v i s i t s , Judge Jones , p red ic tab ly, assen ted and announced
h i s candidacy.

Running in a fi e l d of s e v e n s t r o n g candidates and w i t h on l y th ree weeks in
w h i c h to campaign , Judge Jones l e f t t he campaigning in h i s o w n coun t y to h i s
man y f r i ends and to the vo lunteer o rgan i za t i on w h i c h sp rang up a l m o s t o v e r ‑
n igh t . He a l s o c o n c e d e d Co l be r t County to h i s s t ronges t r i v a l a n d long t ime
f r i e n d - J i m Sm i t h o f Tu s c umb i a - a nd s p e n t h i s e n t i r e t i m e i n t h e r ema i n i n g
coun t ies of t h e d i s t r i c t . A l r e a d y in h i s c ampa i g n he w a s demonstrat ing the
r e a l i s m and keen po l i t i c a l i n t u i t i o n w h i c h w e r e t o s e r v e h i m so w e l l i n the
ensu ing y e a r s in Congress . T h i s s t r a t egy p a i d and a r u n - o f f w a s necessa ry
be tween t h e judge and J i m Smi th . Jones , however. l e a d the fi e l d a i d e d g r ea t l y
by an a lmos t unan imous v o t e f r o m t h e people o f Jackson County - t he people
who knew h i m we l l .

T h e p e r i o d be tween t h e p r i m a r y a n d t h e r u n - o f f w a s c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y
r a l l i e s , b o x suppe r s , m o t o r cava lcades , a n d p l a i n s t r a i gh t t a l k f r o m c o u r t ‑
house steps . I t w a s a c l e a n campa ign a n d l a r g e l y devo i d o f i s s u e s s i n ce bo t h
Jones and Sm i t h knew t h e d i s t r i c t a n d i t s p r ob l ems we l l .

Jones ‘ p l a t f o r m w a s s imp le and d i r e c t and p r om i s e d suppo r t of education,
a i d t o young and o l d , a l l - o u t s uppo r t o f T V A and R E A , a n d the p r om o t i o n a n d
suppo r t o f t he g r e a t ma j o r i t y of t h e people: t he f a rm e r s a nd the laborers.

On October 22, t h e people o f t h ed i s t r i c t made t h e i r choice and the dec is ion
was fi r m and clear: Jones, 16,787; Sm i t h , 11,260.

In h i s l e t t e r o f a pp r e c i a t i o n to the peopleof t he d i s t r i c t , the newly-e lec ted
Congressman made a p r om i s e to the people; a p r om i s e wh i ch f r o m a vantage
of 15 y e a r s l a t e r c a n w e l l be used as a descr ip t ion of the Jones record :

I n assuming my du t i e s a s you r r e p r e s en t a t i v e i n
Congress in January, I s h a l l go to Washington as the
unfettered rep resen ta t i ve o f a l l the people. I p l e d g e
tha t I s h a l l w o r k un t i r i ng l y f o r t he i n t e r e s t s o f t h i s
coun t y a n d t h i s d i s t r i c t - a p ledge t h a t I s h a l l n e i t h e r
f o r g e t , n o r neg lec t .

THE CONGRESS
Of cou r se , i t w o u l d be imposs ib l e in an undertaking of t h i s length to

me n t i o n a n d discuss Congressman Jones' vo t ing r e c o r d on a l l the b i l l s be fo re
e a c h sess i on o f Cong ress . H o w e v e r , m a n y o f t h e p r i n c i p a l issues b e f o r e each
se s s i o n o f Congress w i l l be no t e d a n d t h e r e w i l l he a d iscuss ion o f the C o n ‑
g r e s sma n ' s vo t i ng r e c o r d regard ing them.

I t s hou l d a l s o be s t r o ng l y emphas i z ed t h a t t h e vot ing r e c o r d o f 3 Congress‑
m a n r e g i s t e r s on l y a p a r t o f h i s a c t i v i t i e s a s a pub l i c se r van t . Indeed, t he
vo t i n g r e c o r d i s on l y a sketch, a m e r e skeleton, o f t h e Cong ressman ' s ca r ee r.
Man y, m a n y o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s and a b i l i t i e s m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d a n d added be fo re
the ”ske le ton " takes on fl e s h and l i f e - b e f o r e i t p r e s e n t s a t r u e a n d a c c u r a t e
p i c t u r e o f the ind iv idua l ' s c a r ee r. Men t ion ing j u s t a f e w o f these ac t i v i t i es
w i l l a d d t h i s needed pe r s p e c t i v e : t h e ab i l i t y o f t he Rep resen t a t i v e t o pe r suade
o t h e r s t o h i s p o i n t o f v i e w , h i s eloquence a n d pe r suas i v eness on t he fl o o r o f
Cong ress , i n c omm i t t e e mee t i ngs , i n p r i v a t e con fe rences , t he r e s pe c t and
op in ion o f t h e o t h e r membe r s o f Congress concern ing h i s v i ew s and ab i l i t i e s ,

- 2 ‑

demonst ra te , t h e people of t h e a r e a h a d taken qu i te a fancy to t h i s e n e r g e t i c

a n d f r i e n d l y young judge. A l w a y s r e a d y t o s e r v e , a n d s t r o n g l y u r g e d b y m a n y
p e r s o n a l c a l l s a n d v i s i t s , Judge Jones, p red ic tab ly, assen ted a n d announced
h i s candidacy,

Running in a fi e l d o f s e v e n s t rong candidates a n d w i t h o n l y t h r e e weeks in
w h i c h to campaign , Judge Jones l e f t t h e campaigning in h i s o w n coun ty to h i s
m a n y f r i ends and to t h e vo lunteer o rgan i za t i on w h i c h sprang up a l m o s t o v e r ‑
n igh t . He a l s o conceded Co lbe r t County to h i s s t ronges t r i v a l a n d longt ime
f r i e n d - J i m S m i t h o f Tu s c u m b i a - a n d s p e n t h i s e n t i r e t i m e i n t h e remaining
coun t i es of t h e d i s t r i c t , A l r e a d y in h i s c a m p a i g n he w a s demonstrat ing t h e
r e a l i s m and keen p o l i t i c a l i n t u i t i o n w h i c h w e r e t o s e r v e h i m s o w e l l i n the
ensuing y e a r s in Congress. T h i s s t ra tegy p a i d a n d a r u n - o f f w a s necessary
between t h e judge and J i m Smith. Jones, h o w e v e r, l e a d t h e fi e l d a i d e d g r e a t l y
by an a l m o s t unan imous v o t e f r o m t h e people o f Jackson County - the people
w h o knew h i m w e l l .

The p e r i o d be tween t h e p r i m a r y a n d the r u n - o f f w a s charac te r i zed by
r a l l i e s , b o x s u p p e r s , m o t o r cava lcades , a n d p l a i n s t r a i g h t t a l k f r o m c o u r t ‑
house steps. I t w a s a c lean campa ign a n d l a r g e l y devo id o f i s s u e s s i n c e b o t h
Jones and S m i t h k n e w t h e d i s t r i c t a n d i t s p r o b l e m s w e l l .

Jones ' p l a t f o r m w a s s i m p l e a n d d i r e c t a n d p r o m i s e d s u p p o r t of education,
a i d t o young a n d o l d , a l l - o u t s u p p o r t o f T V A a n d R E A , a n d the p r o m o t i o n a n d
s u p p o r t o f t h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f t h e people: t h e f a r m e r s a n d t h e l a b o r e r s ,

O n O c t o b e r 22, t h e people o f t h e d i s t r i c t m a d e t h e i r c h o i c e and the dec is ion
w a s fi r m a n d c lea r : Jones, 16,787; S m i t h , 11,260.

In h i s l e t t e r o f a p p r e c i a t i o n to t h e people o f t h e d i s t r i c t , t he new ly -e lec ted
Congressman m a d e a p r o m i s e to t h e people; a p r o m i s e w h i c h f r o m a vantage
o f 1 5 y e a r s l a t e r c a n w e l l b e u s e d a s a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e Jones r e c o r d :

I n assuming m y dut ies a s y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n
Congress in January, I s h a l l go to Washington as t h e
un fe t te red r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f a l l t h e people. I p ledge
tha t I s h a l l w o r k un t i r i ng l y f o r t h e i n te res t s o f t h i s
c o u n t y a n d t h i s d i s t r i c t - a p ledge t h a t I s h a l l n e i t h e r
f o r g e t , n o r neg lec t .

THE CONGRESS
Of c o u r s e , i t w o u l d be imposs ib l e in an undertaking of t h i s length to

m e n t i o n a n d discuss Congressman Jones' vot ing r e c o r d on a l l the b i l l s b e f o r e
e a c h s e s s i o n o f Congress . H o w e v e r , m a n y o f t h e p r i n c i p a l i ssues b e f o r e e a c h
sess ion o f Congress w i l l be n o t e d a n d t h e r e w i l l be a d iscuss ion o f t h e C o n ‑
g r e s s m a n ' s vo t ing r e c o r d regard ing them.

“ I t shou ld a l s o be s t rong l y emphas ized t h a t the vot ing r e c o r d o f a Congress ‑
m a n r e g i s t e r s on ly a p a r t o f h i s a c t i v i t i e s a s a pub l i c s e r v a n t . Indeed, t h e
vot ing r e c o r d is on ly a sketch,a m e r e skeleton, o f t h e Congressman 's c a r e e r ,
M a n y, m a n y o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s and a b i l i t i e s m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d and added b e f o r e
t h e ' 'skeleton'' takes on fl e s h a n d l i f e - b e f o r e it p r e s e n t s a t r u e a n d a c c u r a t e
p i c t u r e o f t h e ind iv idua l ' s c a r e e r , Ment ion ing j u s t a f e w o f t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s
w i l l a d d t h i s needed p e r s p e c t i v e : t h e a b i l i t y o f t h e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o p e r s u a d e
o t h e r s t o h i s p o i n t o f v i e w , h i s eloquence a n d p e r s u a s i v e n e s s o n t h e fl o o r o f
Congress , in c o m m i t t e e meet ings , in p r i v a t e con fe rences , t h e r e s p e c t a n d
o p i n i o n o f t h e o t h e r m e m b e r s o f Congress concern ing h i s v i e w s a n d a b i l i t i e s ,
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h i s courage in speak ing when s i l e n ce m i g h t p r o v i d e an easy o u t , a n d h i s e n ‑
deavors i n a thousand s m a l l ways t o s e r v e t he peop le o f h i s d i s t r i c t - i n ge t t i n g
t h em jobs , i n fo rma t i on , i n r e f e r r i n g t h e m to the p r o p e r agenc ies and a l l the
i nc red ib l y n ume r o u s o the r ways t h a t t h e cons t i t uen t s c a l l u pon t h e i r Cong ress ‑
m a n t o s e r v e t h em . So m a n y o f these " l i t t l e " t h i ngs a r e qu i c k l y f o r go t t en o r
bu r i e d in t h e m e m o r i e s o f t h o s e w h o sought and invar iab ly r e c e i v e d h i s a i d
and ass i s t ance - b u t none the less they m a k e up no small p a r t o f t h e Congress ‑
m a n ‘ s r e co rd . A n d e v e n though these “ l i t t l e “ things c a n only b e m e n t i o n e d
b r i e fl y, i t i s r e spec t f u l l y submi t ted t h a t t h e B o b Jones ‘ r e c o r d i n r e g a r d t o
t h e m w i l l s tand h i m in good stead.

B o b Jones t o o k h i s s e a t in t h e 80th Congress in an unfavorab le s i t u a t i o n ‑
due t o the s pe c i a l n a t u r e o f h i s e l e c t i o n he w a s n o t o n t h e s c ene u n t i l t he H o u s e
h a d a l ready o r g an i z e d ; and, m o r e s e r i o u s s t i l l , t h i s Congress w a s dominated
by a Repub l i can ma j o r i t y . None the less , he h a d h a r d l y a r r i v e d b e f o r e he w a s
in t h e m i d s t o f the v a r i e d and c omp l e x l eg i s l a t i v e processes a n d con t rovers ies .

On Fe b r u a r y 5 , 1947, Jones w a s s w o r n in and immed ia te l y a n noun c ed tha t
h e wou l d u r g e the Senate Pub l i c Wo r k s Comm i t t e e t o a pp r o v e the nom i n a t i o n
of G o r d o n R. Clapp as d i r e c t o r of the TVA . The dist inguished r e c o r d w h i c h
Clapp amassed p r o v e d t ha t Jones ' fi r s t d e c i s i o n w a s n o t erroneous. A n d i t
w a s a l m o s t p r o p h e t i c t ha t h i s fi r s t d e c i s i o n shou ld c o n c e r n the Tennessee
Va l l e y Au t h o r i t y s i nce t h i s w a s the agency w h i c h 50 g r e a t l y benefited h i s
d i s t r i c t ( and h i s s e c t i o n o f t he coun t r y ) and a l s o w o u l d i n f u t u r e y e a r s c l a i m
so m u c h of h i s t i m e and effor ts - e f f o r t s w h i c h w e r e to m e e t w i t h s ingu lar
and outstanding success. Bu t m o r e of t ha t l a t e r .

Jones a l s o voted agains t t he const i tu t iona l amendment that p r e c l u d e s any
p r e s i d e n t f r o m serv ing m o r e t h a n t w o f u l l or p a r t i a l t e r m s - an undisguised
a t tempt to sm e a r t he la te P res i den t F r a n k l i n D. Roosevelt.

L i k e m a n y f reshman Representa t ives be fo re h i m , Congressman Jones'
fi r s t c omm i t t e e was the House D i s t r i c t of Columbia Commit tee, t h e counc i l
t h a t supe r v i ses t h e a f f a i r s o f the n a t i o n ' s cap i ta l . One A labama newspaper
when discussing Jones ' e lec t ion to t h i s Commi t t ee had t h e fo l l ow ing to say :

T h i s n e w m em b e r i s a h i g h l y r e s pe c t e d l e ade r e ven
though he only r ecen t l y t o o k h i s sea t . . . .

Jones v o t e s f o r b i l l s a s he pe r sona l l y s e e s t h e m
although he h i g h l y r e s p e c t s t he opin ions of h i s c o n ‑
st i tuents, a n d h e ‘ s vo t i ng f o r m e a s u r e s t h a t he. fee ls
w i l l have t h a t " r i g h t something“ to p u s h the N a t i o n
forward.

In an appearance be fo re a House sub-commi t tee , Jones s t rong ly u r g e d
and sponso r ed an e f f o r t t o s u p p o r t f o r e s t c on se r v a t i o n w o r k b y a s s i s t i n g the
p r i va t e t imbe r l and own e r w i t h p r a c t i c a l on - t he-g round he lp .

I n o n e o f h i s m o s t s t r ong l y w o r d e d and d rama t i c speeches f r o m the F l o o r
of t he House , he b i t t e r l y a t t a c ked t h e Republ ican-sponsored Knu t s o n Ta x B i l l
a n d demonst ra ted at l eng t h t h a t t he b i l l p l acedan undue bu r denon t h e shou l de r s
o f t he a v e r a g e w a g e ‐ e a r n e r a n d w a s designed { O r t h e pu r pose o f r e l i e v i ng t h e
m i l l i o n a i r e c lasses f r o m t h e i r p ropo r t i ona te sha r e o f t h e na t i ona l debt. D i s ‑
approvi r -g of t hose w h o p lace t h e i n t e r e s t of a f e w above t h e na t i o n a l i n t e r e s t
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h i s courage in speaking when s i l e n c e m i g h t p r o v i d e an easy o u t , a n d h i s e n ‑

deavors in a thousand s m a l l ways to s e r v e t h e peop le o f h i s d i s t r i c t - i n getting
t h e m jobs , i n f o rma t i on , i n r e f e r r i n g t h e m to the p r o p e r agenc ies and a l l t he
inc red ib l y n ume r o u s o t h e r ways t ha t t h e cons t i t uen ts c a l l u p o n t h e i r Congress ‑
m a n t o s e r v e t h e m , S o m a n y o f t hese " l i t t l e ' ' th ings a r e qu i c k l y f o r go t t en o r
bu r i e d in t h e m e m o r i e s o f t h o s e w h o sough tand invar iab ly r e c e i v e d h i s a i d
and ass i s t ance - b u t none the less they m a k e up no small p a r t o f t h e Congress ‑
m a n ' s r e c o r d . A n d e v e n though these ' ' l i t t l e ’ things c a n on ly b e me n t i o n e d
b r i e fl y, i t i s r espec t f u l l y subm i t t ed t h a t t h e B o b Jones ' r e c o r d i n r e g a r d to
t h em w i l l s t and h i m in good stead.

Bob Jones t o o k h i s s e a t in t h e 80 th Congress in an unfavorab le s i tua t ion ‑
due t o the spec i a l n a t u r e o f h i s e l e c t i o n he w a s n o t on t he s cene u n t i l t he House
h a d a l ready o rgan i zed ; and, m o r e s e r i o u s s t i l l , t h i s Congress w a s dominated
by a Republ ican ma j o r i t y. Nonethe less, he h a d ha r d l y a r r i v e d b e f o r e he w a s
i n t he m i d s t o f t he v a r i e d and comp lex l eg i s l a t i v e p rocesses a n d con t r ove r s i e s .

On Feb r u a r y 5 , 1947, Jones w a s s w o r n in and immed ia te l y a nnoun c ed tha t
h e wou l d u r g e the Senate P u b l i c Wo r k s Commi t t ee t o a p p r o v e the n om i n a t i o n
of G o r d o n R. Clapp as d i r e c t o r of the TVA . The dist inguished r e c o r d w h i c h
Clapp amas sed p r o v e d t h a t Jones ' fi r s t d e c i s i o n w a s n o t e r r o n e o u s , A n d i t
w a s a lmo s t p r o p h e t i c t h a t h i s fi r s t dec i s i on shou ld c o n c e r n t h e Tennessee
Va l ley Au tho r i t y s ince t h i s w a s the agency w h i c h so g r e a t l y benefi ted h i s
d i s t r i c t (and h i s s e c t i o no f t he country) a n d a l s o wou l d i n f u t u r e y e a r s c l a i m
so m u c h o f h i s t i m e and e f fo r t s - e f fo r t s w h i c h w e r e to m e e t w i t h s ingu la r
and outstanding success . B u t m o r e of t h a t l a t e r .

Jones a l s o v o t e d against t h e const i tu t iona l amendmen t t h a t p rec ludes a n y
p r e s i d e n t f r o m se r v i ng m o r e t h a n t w o f u l l o r p a r t i a l t e r m s - an und isgu ised
a t t emp t to s m e a r t h e l a t e P r e s i d e n t F r a n k l i n D, Roosevel t .

L i k e m a n y f r e shman Rep resen t a t i v e s b e f o r e h i m , Congressman Jones '
fi r s t c omm i t t e e w a s t h e H o u s e D i s t r i c t o f Co lumb ia Commi t t ee , t h e counc i l
t h a t supe r v i s es t h e a f f a i r s o f the na t i on ' s cap i t a l . One A l abama newspape r
when discussing Jones ' e lec t ion to t h i s Commi t t ee h a d t h e fo l l ow ing to say:

T h i s n e w m em b e r i s a h i g h l y respec ted l e a d e r even
though he on l y recent ly t o o k h i s s e a t . . . .
Jones v o t e s f o r b i l l s a s he pe r sona l l y s e e s t h e m
although he h igh l y r e s p e c t s t he opin ions of h i s c o n ‑
st i tuents, a n d he ' s vo t ing f o r m e a s u r e s t ha t he. fee ls
w i l l have t h a t " r i g h t something" to p u s h t h e N a t i o n
f o r w a r d ,

In an appearance be f o r e a House sub-commit tee, Jones s t rong ly u r g ed
and spon s o r e d an e f f o r t t o s u p p o r t f o res t conse rva t i on w o r k by ass i s t i ng the
p r i v a t e t imber land own e r w i t h p r a c t i c a l on - the -g round he lp .

I n o n e o f h i s m o s t s t r ong l y w o r d e d and d rama t i c speeches f r o m the F l o o r
of t he House , he b i t t e r l y a t t a cked t h e Republ ican-sponsored Knu t s o n T a x B i l l
a n d demonstratedat l eng t h t h a t t he b i l l p l a c e dan undue bu rdenon t h e shou l de r s
o f t h e ave r age w a g e - e a r n e r and w a s designed f o r t h e pu r po se o f r e l i e v i ng t h e
m i l l i o n a i r e c lasses f r o m t h e i r p ropo r t i ona te sha r e o f t h e na t i ona l debt. D i s ‑
approv ing of those w h o p lace t h e i n t e r e s t o f a f e w above t h e n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t



he s ta ted , “ I am fi r m l y conv inced t h a t t h i s t a x r e d u c t i o n w a s n o t conce i ved in
t h e n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t b u t to f u r t h e r t h e m a j o r i t y p a r t y ( t h e n Republ ican) f o r
the 1948 pres ident ia l campaign. "

A f t e r t h e s u b - c o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m i t t e e on App rop r i a t i ons recommended
an o v e r - a l l r e d u c t i o n of $337,842,786 in t h e ag r i cu l t u re b i l l , Jones s t rong ly
opposed i t s t a t i n g t h a t , " A s m u c h a s n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y i s d e s i r e d , I cannot
subscr ibe to p l a c i n g t h i s u n f a i r b u r d e n u p o n t h e backs of the a l r e a d y burdened
f a r m e r s o f t h i s c o u n t r y, f o r t h e sound economy o f a g r i c u l t u r e i s a p r o t e c t i o n
o f t h e na t iona l s e c u r i t y and n a t i o n a lp r o s p e r i t y. “

When t h e con t rove rs i a l Ta f t - H a r t l e y Labo r B i l l c a m e b e f o r e t h e H o u s e ,
C o n g r e s s m a n Jones v o t e d aga ins t i t - O n e o f t h r e e A labama C o n g r e s s m e n w h o
d i d so . " L a b o r ” , t h e in te rna t iona l newspaper o f t h e B r o t h e r h o o d o f R a i l w a y
T r a i n m e n , commended h i m f o r t h i s c o u r a g e o u s stand. O n l y s i x s o u t h e r n
C o n g r e s s m e n v o t e d aga ins t i t . Jones ‘ r e a s o n s f o r do ing s o w e r e qu i te s i m p l e ;
he cons idered s o m e of t h e m e a s u r e s in t h e A c t to be e n t i r e l y t o o h a r sh.

P e r h a p s t h e m o s t dangerous b i l l i n t r o d u c e d i n Cong ress t h a t y e a r w a s
o n e by S e n a t o r M c K e l l a r w h i c h w o u l d h a v e c r i p p l e d the Tennessee Va l l e y
A u t h o r i t y a n d d e s t r o y e d i t s g r e a t u s e f u l n e s s . E v e r y c o u n t y i n t h e 8 t h D i s t r i c t
i s d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d a n d a i d e d by T V A and J o n e s w o r k e d cease less ly to i n s u r e
t h a t t h e M c K e l l a r B i l l would be defeated. He a r r a n g e d t o u r s f o r Repub l ican
Congressmen a n d accompanied t h e m t h r o u g h t h e T V A a r e a in o r d e r to i n s u r e
t h a t they w o u l d understand t h e r e a l s t o r y of t h e Va l l e y Au tho r i t y, a s t o r y of a
successfu l f e d e r a l expe r imen t w h i c h demonstrated that a he re to fo re economi ‑
c a l l y depressed a r e a , w h e n g i v e n t h e m e a n s , could successfu l ly l i f t i t s e l f by
i t s o w n boo ts t raps - b u t the boo ts t raps had prev ious l y been lack ing . As the
D e c a t u r D a i l y sa id o n i t s e d i t o r i a l page o f J u l y 4 , 1947, " I f T V A i s saved
f r o m a deluge of regulat ions, John Sparkman, L i s t e r H i l l and Bob Jones w i l l
save i t . "

T V A , h o w e v e r , w a s n o t t h e only 8 th D i s t r i c t i n t e r e s t t h a t Congressman
Jones defended. A m i d t a l k o f shu t t ing d o w n t h e H u n t s v i l l e A r s e n a l , t h e C o n ‑
g r e s s m a n m a d e a spec ia l t r i p to Wash ing ton in an a t t e m p t to conv ince the
A r m y t o r e t a i n t h e A r s e n a l o n a " s t a n d - b y “ s ta tus . T h e g r e a t w i s d o m o f t h i s
d e c i s i o n c a n n o t b e doubted f r o m t h e van tage p o i n t o f t h e m i s s i l e age. T h e
Hun tsv i l l e A r s e n a l p robab ly h a s d o n e m o r e to keep A m e r i c a sa fe and s t r o n g
i n t h e f a c e o f the S o v i e t m i s s i l e t h r e a t t h a n a n y o t h e r A r m y a c t i v i t y i n t h e
c o u n t r y. A n d i t a l s o h a s had a v e r y benefic ia l economic e f f e c t on t h e 8 th
D i s t r i c t s i n c e i t s y e a r l y p a y r o l l is upwards of $125,000,000 a n d provides abou t
75% o f t h e economic " b a s i s " o f t h e c i t y o f H u n t s v i l l e .

T h e Hun tsv i l l e T i m e s , i n s u m m i n g up Jones ' fi r s t sess ion in Congress ,
h a d t h e f o l l o w i n g t o s a y :

B o b Jones h a s worked u n d e r a s e v e r e handicap in the
fi r s t f e w m o n t h s in t h e H o u s e . He w a s n o t e lec ted ,
and c o u l d n o t take h i s s e a t , u n t i l l a t e J a n u a r y, a f t e r
t h e H o u s e a l r e a d y had b e e n organized by t h e Repub ‑
l i c a n s .  .  .  .
I n sp i t e o f these h a n d i c a p s , C o n g r e s s m a n J o n e s h a s
c a r v e d a d e fi n i t e n i c h e a m o n g h i s co l leagues, and h a s
b e e n singled o u t f o r specia l c o m m e n t by ou t s i de , d i s ‑
i n te res ted s o u r c e s .
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he s ta ted , ' I am fi r m l y conv inced t h a t t h i s t a x r e d u c t i o n w a s n o t conce i ved in

t h e na t i ona l i n t e r e s t b u t to f u r t h e r t h e m a j o r i t y p a r t y ( then Republ ican) f o r
t he 1948 pres ident ia l campaign. "

A f t e r t h e s u b - c omm i t t e e o f t he C omm i t t e e onApp rop r i a t i ons recommended
an o v e r - a l l r e d u c t i o n of $337,842,786 in the ag r i cu l t u re b i l l , Jones s t rong ly
opposed i t s ta t i ng t ha t , ' ' A s m u c h a s na t i o n a l e c o nomy i s d e s i r e d , I cannot
subscr ibe to p lac ing t h i s u n f a i r b u r d e n upon the backs of the a l r eady burdened
f a rme r s o f t h i s c o u n t r y, f o r t he sound economy o f ag r i c u l t u r e i s a p ro t e c t i on
o f t h e nat ional s e cu r i t y and na t i ona l p r o spe r i t y. "

When the con t rove rs ia l Ta f t - H a r t l e y Labo r B i l l c a m e be f o r e t h e H o u s e ,
Congressman Jones vo ted against i t - o n e o f t h r e e Alabama Congressmen who
d i d so. ' ' L a b o r ' ' , t h e internat ional newspaper of t he B ro t he rhood of Ra i lway
T r a i n m e n , commended h i m f o r t h i s courageous stand. On ly s i x s o u t h e r n
Cong ressmen vo ted aga ins t i t . Jones ' r easons f o r do ing so w e r e qu i te simple;
he cons ide red s o m e o f the m e a s u r e s in t h e A c t to be e n t i r e l y t o o h a r s h ,

P e r h a p s t h e m o s t dangerous b i l l i n t r oduced in Cong ress t h a t y e a r w a s
o n e by Se n a t o r M c K e l l a r w h i c h wou l d h a v e c r i p p l ed the Tennessee Va l l e y
A u t h o r i t y a n d des t royed i t s g r ea t u s e f u l n e s s , E v e r y coun t y i n t h e 8 th D i s t r i c t
i s d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d a n d a i ded by T V A and Jones w o r k e d cease less ly to i n s u r e
t h a t t h e M cK e l l a r B i l l wou ld be defeated. He a r r anged t o u r s f o r Repub l ican
Cong ressmen and accompanied t h e m th rough t h e T V A a r e a i n o r d e r t o i n s u r e
t h a t t h e y wou ld understand t h e r e a l s t o r y of t h e Va l l e y Au t h o r i t y, a s t o r y o f a
s u c ce s s f u l f e d e r a l e x p e r imen t wh ichdemons t ra ted t ha t a h e r e t o f o r e e c o n om i ‑
c a l l y depressed a r e a , w h e n g i ven t h e m e a n s , c ou l d success fu l l y l i f t i t s e l f by
i t s o w n boo ts t raps - b u t t h e b oo t s t r a p s h a d p r e v i ous l y b e e n lack ing . As the
Deca t u r D a i l y s a i d o n i t s e d i t o r i a l page o f J u l y 4 , 1947, " I f T V A i s saved
f r o m a deluge o f regu la t i ons , John Spa rkman , L i s t e r H i l l and B o b Jones w i l l
s a v e it.'"'

T VA , h o w e v e r , w a s n o t t h e on ly 8 t h D i s t r i c t i n t e r e s t t h a t Cong ressman
Jones defended. A m i d t a l k o f shu t t ing down t he Hun t s v i l l e A r s e n a l , t h e C o n ‑
g r e s sman made a spec ia l t r i p t o Wash i n g t o n i n an a t t emp t t o conv ince t h e
A r m y t o r e t a i n t he A r s e n a l o n a " s t a nd - b y " s ta tus . T he g r e a t w i s d om o f t h i s
dec i s i on cannot be doubted f r o m the van tage po i n t o f t h e m i s s i l e age. T h e
Hun tsv i l l e A r s e n a l p robab ly h a s d o n e m o r e to keep Am e r i c a sa fe and s t rong
i n t he f a ce o f the Sov i e t m i s s i l e t h r e a t t h a n a n y o t h e r A r m y a c t i v i t y i n t he
c o u n t r y . A n d i t a l s o has had a v e r y benefic ia l econom ic e f f e c t on t h e 8 th
D i s t r i c t s i n c e i t s yea r l y pay ro l l is upwards of $125,000,000 and prov ides about
75% o f t h e economic " b a s i s " o f the c i t y o f Hun t sv i l l e .

T h e Hun tsv i l l e T i m e s , i n summing up Jones ' fi r s t sess ion in Congress ,
h a d t h e f o l l ow i n g t o say :

B o b Jones has worked unde r a s e v e r e handicap in the
fi r s t f ew mon t h s i n the House . He w a s n o t e l e c t ed ,
and cou l d n o t take h i s sea t , u n t i l l a t e J anua r y, a f t e r
the Ho u s e a l ready had been organized by t h e Repub ‑
l i c a n s . . . .
I n sp i t e o f these hand i caps , Cong r e s sman J o n e s has
ca r ved a d e fi n i t e n i c h e amon g h i s co l leagues, and ha s
b e e n singled ou t f o r special c ommen t by ou t s i de , d i s ‑
i n te res ted s o u r c e s ,

ws



I f h e i s r e t a i n e d i n s e r v i c e b y t h i s D i s t r i c t , h e w i l l
g r o w f u r t h e r in influence a n d effectiveness. H e ' s t h a t
kind of man.

T h e D e c a t u r D a i l y a l s o w r o t e a h i g h l y c o m p l i m e n t a r y e d i t o r i a l , say ing i n
p a r t :

J o h n S p a r k m a n a n d B o b Jones w i l l con t inue t o s e r v e
n o t o n l y t h e E igh th D i s t r i c t a n d A labama w i t h courage
a n d s i n c e r i t y, t h e y w i l l con t inue t o s e r v e the who le o f
the U n i t e d States in t h e s a m e manner.

D r e w P e a r s o n , a c i d c r i t i c of Washington p o l i t i c s and a h a r d m a n to
p lease, c o m m e n t e d a s fo l lows i n h i s column:

R o b e r t E . Jones, A l a b a m a s u c c e s s o r t o the H o u s e s e a t
of Senator J o h n Sparkman, an ex -navy g u n n e r y o f fi c e r ,
a n d a c h i p o f f t h e o l d b l o c k .

A n d so ended Robe r t E. Jones ' fi r s t s e s s i o n as t h e Representat ive f r o m
t h e E i g h t h D i s t r i c t o f A labama.

On January 6,1948, t h e second s e s s i o n of t h e 80 th Congress c o n v e n e d and
P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n p r e s e n t e d h i s c i v i l r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n w h i c h inc luded p r o ‑
posa ls re lat ing to lynching, p o l l t a x , emp loymen t p r a c t i c e s and’several o t h e r
m e a s u r e s obviously r e p u g n a n t to t h e South. Jones opposed e a c h of t h e m and
c o m m e n t e d u p o n t h e m a s fol lows:

I s h a l l v igorously oppose a l l m e a s u r e s w h i c h w o u l d
a f fec t the w a y o f l i f e in the South. I m e a n the F E P C
a n d a n t i - p o l l t a x p r o p o s a l s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y a n y m e a s ‑
u r e w h i c h w o u l d impose o n the people o f A l a b a m a a n y
d ic ta t ion f r o m t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t o n h o w t o c a r r y
o n t h e i r n o r m a l w a y o f l i f e .

Congressman Jones a l s o dur ing t h i s t e r m d i d eve ry th i ng in h i s p o w e r to
he lp t h e p r o p o s e d Tennessee-Tombigbee Wate rway C a n a l b e c o m e a r e a l i t y.
T h i s c a n a l w o u l d l i n k the t w o r i v e r s a n d p r o v i d e a wate rway w h i c h w o u l d
g r e a t l y a i d e n o r m o u s sections of t h e e n t i r e s t a t e of Alabama. Throughout h i s
t enu re in Congress, he has done eve ry th i ng in h i s p o w e r to p r o m o t e t h i s
p r o j e c t .

I t w a s d u r i n g t h i s s e s s i o n t h a t t h e Congressman w a s appo in ted to s e r v e
o n t h e H o u s e P u b l i c W o r k s C o m m i t t e e ‘ T h i s i s t h e c o m m i t t e e i n w h i c h Jones
w a s d e s t i n e d t o r i s e t o g r e a t i n fl u e n c e a n d t h r o u g h o u t h i s y e a r s i n Congress
h e h a s spent a n e n o r m o u s a m o u n t o f t i m e a n d l a b o r o n t h e c o m m i t t e e ' s
business.

T h e 8 t h D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n t r o d u c e d a b i l l t o a p p r o p r i a t e $18,000,000
t o e x t e n d o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e F e d e r a l B a r g e L i n e w h i c h i s o p e r a t e d b y t h e I n l a n d
Waterways C o r p o r a t i o n T h i s m e a s u r e c a l l e d f o r e x t e n s i o no f o p e r a t i o n s t o
the Tennessee a n d Cumber land r i v e r s to p r o v i d e a t r e m e n d o u s i n c r e a s e in
w a t e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n along b o t h r i v e r s .
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I f h e i s r e t a i n e d i n s e r v i c e b y t h i s D i s t r i c t , h e w i l l

g r o w f u r t h e r in i nfluence a n d effectiveness. H e ' s t h a t
kind of man.

T h e D e c a t u r D a i l y a l s o w r o t e a h i g h l y c o m p l i m e n t a r y e d i t o r i a l , say ing i n
p a r t :

John Sparkman and B o b Jones w i l l cont inue to s e r v e
n o t o n l y t h e E igh th D i s t r i c t and A l a b a m a w i t h courage
a n d s i n c e r i t y, t h e y w i l l cont inue t o s e r v e the w h o l e o f
t h e U n i t e d States i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r ,

D r e w P e a r s o n , a c i d c r i t i c of Washington p o l i t i c s and a h a r d m a n to
p lease , commented as fo l l ows in h i s column:

Robe r t E , Jones, A labama s u c c e s s o r t o the House s e a t
o f Senator John Sparkman , an ex -navy g u n n e r y o f fi c e r,
and a c h i p o f f t he o l d b lock .

A n d so ended R o b e r t E. Jones ' fi r s t sess i on as t h e Representat ive f r o m
t h e E i g h t h D i s t r i c t o f A labama.

On January 6, 1948,t h e s e c o n d s e s s i o n of t h e 8 0 t h Congress c o n v e n e d and
P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n p r e s e n t e d h i s c i v i l r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n w h i c h i n c l u d e d p r o ‑
p o s a l s re la t ing to lynching, p o l l t a x , emp loyment p r a c t i c e s and several o t h e r
m e a s u r e s obviously repugnan t to the South. Jones opposed e a c h of t h e m a n d
c o m m e n t e d u p o n t h e m a s fol lows:

I s h a l l v i g o r o u s l y oppose a l l m e a s u r e s w h i c h w o u l d
a f f e c t t h e w a y o f l i f e i n t h e South. I m e a n t h e F E P C
a n d a n t i - p o l l t a x p r o p o s a l s , a n d espec ia l l y a n y m e a s ‑
u r e w h i c h w o u l d i m p o s e o n t h e peop le o f A l a b a m a a n y
d i c t a t i o n f r o m t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t o n h o w t o c a r r y
o n t h e i r n o r m a l w a y o f l i f e .

Congressman Jones a l s o du r i ng t h i s t e r m d i d eve ry th i ng in h i s p o w e r to
he lp t h e p r o p o s e d Tennessee-Tombigbee Wate rway C a n a l b e c o m ea r e a l i t y.
T h i s c a n a l w o u l d l i n k the t w o r i v e r s a n d p r o v i d e a w a t e r w a y w h i c h w o u l d
g r e a t l y a i d e n o r m o u s sections of t h e e n t i r e s t a t e of A labama. Throughout h i s
t e n u r e in Congress, he has done every th ing in h i s p o w e r to p r o m o t e t h i s
p r o j e c t .

I t w a s du r i ng t h i s s e s s i o n t h a t t h e Congressman w a s appo in ted to s e r v e
o n t h e H o u s e P u b l i c Wo r k s C o m m i t t e e . T h i s i s t h e c o m m i t t e e i n w h i c h Jones
w a s d e s t i n e d to r i s e to g r e a t i n fl u e n c e a n d th roughou t h i s y e a r s in Congress
h e h a s spen t a n e n o r m o u s a m o u n t o f t i m e and l a b o r o n t h e c o m m i t t e e ' s
b u s i n e s s ,

T h e 8 t h D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e introduceda b i l l t o a p p r o p r i a t e $18,000,000
t o e x t e n d o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e F e d e r a l B a r g e L i n e w h i c h i s o p e r a t e d b y t h e I n l a n d
Waterways C o r p o r a t i o n . T h i s m e a s u r e c a l l e d f o r e x t e n s i o n o f o p e r a t i o n s t o
the Tennessee a n d Cumber land r i v e r s to p r o v i d e a t r e m e n d o u s i n c r e a s e in
w a t e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n along b o t h r i v e r s .



He w a s a l so instrlunental in s e c u r i n g t h e continued operat ion of t h e
v e t e r a n s c l i n i c i n D e c a t u r , A l a b a m a , w h e n i t s c u r t a i l m e n t w a s threatened b y
t h e Ve t e r a n s Admin is t ra t i on He w a s a l s o instrumental i n t h e reopening o f
the F l o r e n c e o ffice of t h e Ve t e r a n s Administ rat ion.

On F e b r u a r y 11 , 1948, Representative Jones qual ified as a candidate f o r
renomination. He r a n unopposed. Apparently t h e people of t h e 8 t h D i s t r i c t
w e r e q u i t e sat isfied w i t h t h e young judge 's r e c o r d . A n d t h e y h a d e v e r y r e a s o n
f o r f e e l i n g t h a t w a y. J o n e s , i n c i d e n t a l l y, w a s the o n l y o n e o f t h e n i n e A labama
C o n g r e s s m e n w h o w a s unopposed.

T h e l s t s e s s i o n o f the S l s t Congress convened on J a n u a r y 3 , 1949, and
Representative J o n e s , t h e n a m e m b e r of t h e H o u s e D i s t r i c t C o m m i t t e e , asked
f o r a study of commerc ia l park ing in t h e D i s t r i c t o f Co lumbia s ince t h e
Nat ion ‘s capi tal w a s exper iencing a common p o s t - w a r u r b a n d i f fi c u l t y - t h e
t r a f fi c  p r o b l e m .

One of t h e Congressman's greatest a c h i e v e m e n t s b e g a n to take shape
d u r i n g t h i s sess ion : the R u r a l Hous ing A c t . T h i s A c t , w h i c h worked under
t h e F e d e r a l Hous ing A c t , w a s designed spec ifica l ly f o r f a r m b u i l d i n g s , s ince
f a r m e r s had n o t previously b e e n aided b y F e d e r a l h o u s i n g a c t i v i t i e s . I t w a s
designed to make $250,000,000 ava i lab le in f o u r y e a r s f o r l o a n s a n d gran ts to
prov ide d e c e n t a n d s a n i t a r y l i v i n g condi t ions a n d needed i m p r o v e m e n t s f o r
f a r m o w n e r s and t h e i r t e n a n t s , s h a r e c r o p p e r s , a n d l a b o r e r s . Espec ia l l y i n
t h i s A c t , b u t a lso in h is o v e r - a l l vo t ing record. Representative Jones showed
h i s great i n t e r e s t i n and c o n c e r n f o r the w e l f a r e o f the f a r m e r - and th i s A c t
demonstrated t h a t h i s c o n c e r n w a s r e a l , n o t j u s t campaign t a l k .

H o w e v e r , Jones' suppor t o f t h e f a r m e r i n th is sess ion d i d n o t end w i t h t h i s
great ly beneficial b i l l . He st rong ly opposed a p l a n t h a t al lowed the S e c r e t a r y
o f Ag r i cu l t u re to reduce p a r i t y t o as l o w as 60 percent. And he wen t on reco rd
as saying:

We m u s t acknowledge t h a t t h e f a r m e r ' s c o s t of p r o ‑
d u c t i o n h a s r i s e n proportionately to t h a t of i n d u s t r y
and h e i s n o t r e a l i z i n g t h e m a r g i n o f p r o fi t o f t w o
y e a r s ago.

T h e adopt ion of t h e 90 pe rcen t f o r m u l a and s o m e
management of product ion controls a r e n e c e s s a r y to
r e l i e v e t h e present s i t ua t i on .

T h e f u t u r e economic w e l l b e i n g of a l l g roups is b a s e d
upon the p rospe r i t y o f t h e f a r m e r .

Con t inu ing h i s fi g h t f o r T V A , Representative Jones fough t l o n g and h a r d
f o r t h e appropr ia t ion of suffic ient funds to const ruct t h e proposed s t e a m p l a n t
a t N e w J o h n s o n v i l l e , Tennessee . O n F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1949 , t h e D e c a t u r D a i l y
h a d t h e f o l l o w i n g t o s a y regard ing h i s e f f o r t s :

W h e n t h e T V A S t e a m P l a n t appropr ia t ion w a s v o t e d
by t h e H o u s e of Representatives la te Wednesdaya f t e r ‑
n o o n , C o n g r e s s m a n Jones w a s o n e o f t h e happiest m e n
in Washington. R e p . Jones h a s fought “ t o o t h and c l a w "
f o r a favorable v o t e in t h e H o u s e .
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He w a s a lso instrumental in s e c u r i n g t h e continued operat ion of t h e

v e t e r a n s c l i n i c i n D e c a t u r , A l a b a m a , w h e n i t s c u r t a i l m e n t w a s threatened b y
t h e Ve t e r a n s Administration. He w a s a l s o instrumental in t h e reopen ing of
t h e F l o r e n c e o ffice of t h e Ve t e r a n s Administration.

On F e b r u a r y 11 , 1948, Representative Jones qual ified as a candidate f o r
renomination. He r a n unopposed. Apparently t h e people of t he 8 t h D i s t r i c t
w e r e qu i te sat isfied w i t h t h e young judge's r e c o r d , A n d t h e y h a d e v e r y r e a s o n
f o r f e e l i n g t h a t w a y. Jones , i n c i d e n t a l l y, w a s the o n l y o n e o f t h e n i n e A l a b a m a
C o n g r e s s m e n w h o w a s unopposed.

T h e l s t sess ion o f the 8 l s t Congress convened on J a n u a r y 3 , 1949, and
Representative J o n e s , t h e n a m e m b e r of the H o u s e D i s t r i c t C o m m i t t e e , asked
f o r a study of commerc ia l park ing in the D i s t r i c t o f Co lumbia s ince t h e
N a t i o n ' s capi ta l w a s experiencing a common p o s t - w a r u r b a n d i f fi c u l t y - the
t r a f fic  p rob l em .

One of t h e Congressman's greatest ach ievements b e g a n to take shape
d u r i n g t h i s sess ion : t h e R u r a l Hous ing A c t . T h i s A c t , w h i c h w o r k e d under
t h e F e d e r a l Hous ing A c t , w a s designed spec ifica l l y f o r f a r m b u i l d i n g s , s ince
f a r m e r s had n o t previously b e e n a ided b y F e d e r a l hous ing a c t i v i t i e s . I t w a s
designed to make $250,000,000 avai lab le in f o u r y e a r s f o r l o a n s a n d grants to
prov ide d e c e n t a n d s a n i t a r y l i v i n g condit ions a n d needed i m p r o v e m e n t s f o r
f a r m o w n e r s and t h e i r t e n a n t s , s h a r e c r o p p e r s , a n d l a b o r e r s . Espec ia l l y i n
t h i s A c t , b u t a l s o in h i s o v e r - a l l vo t ing r e c o r d , Representative Jones showed
h i s g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n and c o n c e r n f o r t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e f a r m e r - and t h i s A c t
demonstrated t h a t h i s c o n c e r n w a s r e a l , n o t j u s t campa ign t a l k .

H o w e v e r , Jones' suppor t o f t h e f a r m e r i n t h i s sess ion d i d n o t e n d w i t h t h i s
g rea t l y b e n e fi c i a l b i l l . H e st rong ly opposed a p l a n t h a t al lowed t h e S e c r e t a r y
o f A g r i c u l t u r e t o r e d u c e p a r i t y t o a s l o w a s 6 0 percent . A n d h e w e n t o n r e c o r d
as  say ing :

We m u s t acknowledge t h a t t h e f a r m e r ' s c o s t of p r o ‑
d u c t i o n h a s r i s e n proportionately to t h a t of i n d u s t r y
and h e i s n o t r e a l i z i n g t h e m a r g i n o f p r o fi t o f t w o
y e a r s ago .

T h e adopt ion of t h e 90 pe rcen t f o r m u l a and s o m e
management of product ion contro ls a r e n e c e s s a r y to
r e l i e v e the present s i tua t ion .

T h e f u t u r e economic w e l l b e i n g of a l l groups is based
u p o n t h e prosper i t y o f t h e f a r m e r .

Con t i nu ing h i s fi g h t f o r T V A , Representative Jones fought l o n g and h a r d
f o r t h e appropr ia t ion of su f fic i en t funds to const ruct t h e proposed s t e a m p l a n t
a t N e w J o h n s o n v i l l e , Tennessee. O n F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1949, t h e D e c a t u r D a i l y
h a d the fo l l ow ing to s a y regarding h i s e f f o r t s :

W h e n the T V A S t e a m P l a n t appropr ia t ion w a s v o t e d
by t h e H o u s e of Representatives la te Wednesdaya f t e r ‑
n o o n , C o n g r e s s m a n Jones w a s o n e o f t h e happiest m e n
in Washington, R e p . Jones h a s fough t " t o o t h and claw"!
f o r a favorable v o t e in t h e H o u s e .
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In t h e January 28, 1949, e d i t i o n of t h e F l o r e n c e T i m e s , t h e fo l lowing
c o m m e n t appea red :

P r o v i n g aga in h i s k e e n i n t e r e s t i n c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d
t h e w i s e u s e o f t h e f o r e s t r e s o u r c e s o f h i s state a n d
n a t i o n , Congressman R o b e r t E. Jones, J r . , o f S c o t t s ‑
b o r o , h a s i n t r o d u c e d i n Congress a b i l l t o a m e n d t h e
C l a r k e - M c N a r y A c t o f June 7 , 1924.

T h i s m e a s u r e c a l l e d f o r i n c r e a s e d fi r e c o n t r o l , ex tended p r o d u c t i o n o f
seedl ings a n d genera l l y i n c r e a s e d f o r e s t r y a c t i v i t y - espec ia l l y to a i d the
p r i v a t e o w n e r s o f s m a l l f o r e s t s a n d wood l o t s .

W h e n t h e H o u s e B a n k i n g C o m m i t t e e i n c l u d e d Jones ‘ R u r a l Hous ing A c t
a l m o s t w o r d f o r w o r d i n i t s g e n e r a l housing m e a s u r e , i t became a p p a r e n t t h a t
t h e long-needed a i d to f a r m e r s w a s in the p r o c e s s of becoming a r e a l i t y a n d
f a r m e r s s h o w e r e d t h e C o n g r e s s m a n w i t h g r e a t p r a i s e . A t y p i c a l c o m m e n t
w a s a n e d i t o r i a l b y t h e M o n t g o m e r y E x a m i n e r ( r e p r i n t e d i n m a n y o f t h e n e w s ‑
p a p e r s a c r o s s t h e state) w h i c h fol lows:

A l a b a m a ' s Tennessee Va l l e y has a w a y o f t u r n i n g o u t
p r o m i s i n g Congressmen. S e n a t o r J o h n S p a r k m a n w a s
o n e of t h e m , a n d w h e n he m o v e d up to t h e Senate the
m a n w h o fo l lowed h i m w a s Navy v e t e r a n B o b Jones of
Scottsboro.

B o b Jones is a leve l -headed a n d p r o g r e s s i v e young
l a w y e r . He h a s w o n t w o elect ions f o r h i s p o s t as
Representat ive of t h e E igh th Congressional D i s t r i c t in
Washington, and s e e m s to be ga in ing s t reng th steadi ly
b y  a  fi n e  r e c o r d .

H i s l a t e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n i s a f a r m housing b i l l . . . . Under
Jones' b i l l , f a r m e r s w o u l d b e helped n o t o n l y i n b u i l d ‑
i n g h o m e s , b u t o t h e r bui ld ings as w e l l . - " W h a t ‘ s the
u s e of g iv ing a f a r m e r a h o u s e i f y o u d o n ' t g ive h i m a
p l a c e t o s t o r e h i s g r a i n o r o t h e r c r o p s , o r p r o t e c t h i s
l i v e s t o c k ? ”

A n d h e adds - " t h r o u g h the p r o v i s i o n o f adequate f a r m
hous ing, we c a n h e l p c r e a t e a l i v i n g env i ronment t h a t
W i l l a t t r a c t a n d h o l d t o the s o i l a s a s o u r c e o f l i v e l i ‑
hood, t h o s e b e s t a b l e t o u t i l i z e t h o s e r e s o u r c e s i n a
w a y t h a t w i l l p r o t e c t o u r na t iona l s e c u r i t y a n d w e l l
be ing. "

We l i k e B o b Jones a n d h i s p lans f o r be t t e r f a r m
hous ing.

Congressman Jones a l s o s t r o n g l y Suppo r ted a n d advocated t h e Hous ing
A c t o f 1949 w h i c h p r o v i d e d f e d e r a l a i d f o r s l u m c l e a r a n c e a n d l o w c o s t
housing. In t i m e , m a n y of t h e u r b a n a r e a s of t h e E igh th D i s t r i c t w e r e to u s e
s u c h funds to g r e a t advantage.
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In t h e January 28, 1949, e d i t i o n of t h e F l o r e n c e T i m e s , t h e fo l lowing

c o m m e n t appea red :

P r o v i n g aga in h i s k e e n i n t e r e s t i n c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d
t h e w i s e u s e o f t h e f o r e s t r e s o u r c e s o f h i s s ta te a n d
na t i on , Congressman R o b e r t E. Jones, J r . , o f S c o t t s ‑
b o r o , h a s i n t r o d u c e d i n Congress a b i l l t o a m e n d t h e
C la rke -McNary A c t o f June 7 , 1924 ,

T h i s m e a s u r e c a l l e d f o r i n c r e a s e d fi r e c o n t r o l , ex tended p r o d u c t i o n o f
seedl ings a n d genera l ly i n c r e a s e d f o r e s t r y a c t i v i t y - espec ia l ly to a i d t h e
p r i v a t e o w n e r s o f s m a l l f o r e s t s a n d wood lo ts .

When the H o u s e Bank ing Commi t t ee i n c l u d e d Jones' R u r a l Housing A c t
a l m o s t w o r d f o r w o r d i n i t s g e n e r a l hous ing m e a s u r e , i t became a p p a r e n t t h a t
t h e long-needed a i d to f a r m e r s w a s in t h e p r o c e s s of becominga r e a l i t y a n d
f a r m e r s s h o w e r e d t h e C o n g r e s s m a n w i t h g r e a t p r a i s e . A t y p i c a l c o m m e n t
w a s a n e d i t o r i a l b y t h e M o n t g o m e r y E x a m i n e r ( r e p r i n t e d i n m a n yo f t h e n e w s ‑
p a p e r s a c r o s s t h e state) w h i c h fol lows:

A l a b a m a ' s Tennessee Va l l e y h a s a w a y o f t u r n i n g o u t
p r o m i s i n g Congressmen. Senator J o h n S p a r k m a n w a s
o n e of t h e m , a n d w h e n he m o v e d up to t h e Senate the
m a n w h o f o l l o w e d h i m w a s Navy v e t e r a n B o b Jones o f
S c o t t s b o r o ,

B o b Jones i s a leve l -headed a n d p r o g r e s s i v e young
l a w y e r. He h a s w o n t w o e lec t i ons f o r h i s p o s t as
Represen ta t i ve o f t h e E i g h t h Congress ional D i s t r i c t i n
Washington, a n d s e e m s to be gain ing s t r e n g t h s tead i l y
b y a fi n e r e c o r d ,

H i s l a t e s t con t r ibu t ion is a f a r m housing b i l l . . . . U n d e r
Jones' b i l l , f a r m e r s w o u l d b e helped n o t o n l y i n b u i l d ‑
i n g h o m e s , b u t o t h e r bu i l d ings as w e l l . - ' ' W h a t ' s the
u s e o f g i v ing a f a r m e r a house i f y o u don ' t g i ve h i m a
p l a c e t o s t o r e h i s g r a i n o r o t h e r c r o p s , o r p r o t e c t h i s
l i v e s t o c k ? "

A n d h e adds - " ' through the p r o v i s i o n o f adequate f a r m
housing, we c a n he lp c r e a t e a l i v i n g env i ronmen t t h a t
w i l l a t t r a c t a n d h o l d t o the s o i l a s a s o u r c e o f l i v e l i ‑
h o o d , those b e s t a b l e t o u t i l i z e t h o s e r e s o u r c e s i n a
w a y that w i l l p r o t e c t o u r na t iona l s e c u r i t y a n d w e l l
being."

W e l i k e B o b Jones and h i s p lans f o r b e t t e r f a r m
housing,

Congressman Jones a l s o s t r o n g l y suppo r ted a n d advocated t h e Hous ing
A c t o f 1949 w h i c h p r o v i d e d f e d e r a l a i d f o r s l u m c l e a r a n c e a n d l o w c o s t
housing. In t i m e , m a n y of t h e u r b a n a r e a s of t h e E igh th D i s t r i c t w e r e to u s e
s u c h funds to g r e a t advantage.
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A t a T V A a n n i v e r s a r y c e l e b r a t i o n i n t h e d i s t r i c t , n o l e s s a p a r t y C h i e f t a i n
t h a n S a m Rayburn , S p e a k e r o f t h e H o u s e , d e s c r i b e d Rep. Jones a s one o f t h e
outstanding p r o s p e c t s among t h e younger m e m b e r s of t h e Cong ress .

C o n g r e s s m a n J o n e s a l s o d i d e v e r y t h i n g i n l a b o r ' s beha l f . F o r o n e th ing ,
h e s u p p o r t e d a n i n c r e a s e i n t h e m i n i m u m wage f r o m 4 0 t o 7 5 c e n t s .

T h e R u r a l Housing A c t o f 1949, p r e v i o u s l y discussed, became l a w o n
N o v e m b e r 1 7 a n d a Jackson County v e t e r a n r e c e i v e d t h e fi r s t loan . T h e
f a r m e r s d r e a m h a d become a r e a l i t y a n d m a n y s u b - s t a n d a r d dwel l ings i n the
E i g h t h D i s t r i c t w e r e rep laced b y m o d e r n h o m e s a s a r e s u l t o f Jones ' e f f o r t s .

R e p . Jones w a s a c t i v e dur ing t h i s p e r i o d in obtaining t h e f e d e r a l l a n d
w h i c h m a d e t h e $663,000 A t h e n s - L i m e s t o n e H o s p i t a l p o s s i b l e . H e a l s o w a s
ins t rumen ta l i n t h e se lec t i on o f B r i d g e p o r t , an E igh th D i s t r i c t commun i t y, as
the s i t e f o r a n e w $37 m i l l i o n T V A s t e a m p lan t . He l i kew ise u rged and s u p ‑
p o r t e d t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e R o c k e t O f fi c e f r o m F o r t B l i s s , Te x a s , t o H u n t s v i l l e ,
A l a b a m a - a r e m o v a l t h a t eventua l ly brought g r e a t b e n e fi t to t h e D i s t r i c t .

D u r i n g t h i s sess ion, Representa t ive Jones voted f o r r e n t c o n t r o l ex tens ion,
increased p u b l i c hous ing,a v e t e r a n s p e n s i o n b i l l , t h e m i n i m u m wage increase
a n d a l l the o t h e r p r o g r e s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t he lps p u s h t h e n a t i o n fo rwa rd .

T h e second s e s s i o n of t h e S l s t Congress c o n v e n e d on January 2, 1950.
Soon a f t e rwa rds , Rep. Jones introducedaproposedamendment to t h e Bankhead ‑
Jones F a r m Tenant A c t wh i ch wou ld increase the m a x i m u m i n i t i a l p roduc t i on
a n d adjustment loans by t h e F a r m e r s H o m e Admin is t ra t ion f r o m $3,500 to
$7,000 a n d the m a x i m u m indebtedness f o r such purposes f r o m $5,000 to
$10,000. I t a l s o p r o v i d e d f o r a n increase i n the r e p a y m e n t p e r i o d .

Refer r ing to h i s b i l l , the Congressman said:

T h e b i l l w h i c h I have j u s t i n t r o d u c e d w i l l g ive m a n y
f a r m e r s the o p p o r t u n i t y t o m a k e t h e changes i n t h e i r
f a r m i n g p r a c t i c e s w h i c h a r e n e c e s s a r y a s a r e s u l t o f
p r e s e n t day condi t ions.

A l s o a t t h i s t i m e R e p . Jones ' R o a d s s u b c o m m i t t e e o f t h e P u b l i c W o r k s
C o m m i t t e e a p p r o v e d f e d e r a l highway a s s i s t a n c e t o A l a b a m a i n the a n n u a l
a m o u n t of $10,631,000 f o r 1952 a n d 1953.

T h i s Congress approved a F e d e r a l Employers P r a c t i c e s C o m m i s s i o n
w h i c h h a d b e e n qu i t e a n i s s u e i n P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n ‘ s p r o p o s e d c i v i l r i g h t s
l eg i s l a t i on . Rep. Jones, along Wi th t h e r e s t o f t he A labama delegation, vo ted
f o r t h i s b i l l s i n c e ( i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e r e s t o f the Southern delegations i n
Congress ) they h a d r e m o v e d a l l t h e “ t e e t h “ f r o m the b i l l and i t w a s no longe r
object ionable to t h e S o u t h - p rov ing once aga in t h a t the m o s t effect ive way to
de fea to r m i t i ga te "an t i ‐Sou the rn " l eg i s l a t i on i s w i t h i n t h e ranks o f t he D e m o ‑
c r a t i c P a r t y , n o t wi thout as t h e Dix iecrats w o u l d have t h e people believe.

Rep. Jones , along w i t h 3 o t h e r A l a b a m a Congressmen, a p p e a r e d b e f o r e
t h e H o u s e App rop r i a t i ons Commi t t ee i n suppo r t o f an a p p r o p r i a t i o n w h i c h
w o u l d m a k e p o s s i b l e a n a t i o n a l f o r e s t s u r v e y. T h e s u r v e y w o u l d obv ious ly be
o f g r e a t benefi t to t h e people o f A labama s ince o v e r h a l f t he l a n d in the Sou th
i s  i n  f o res t .
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A t a T V A a n n i v e r s a r y c e l e b r a t i o n i n t h e d i s t r i c t , n o l e s s a p a r t y c h i e f t a i n

t h a n S a m Rayburn , Speaker o f t h e H o u s e , d e s c r i b e d R e p . Jones a s one o f the
outstanding p r o s p e c t s among t h e younger m e m b e r s of t h e C o n g r e s s .

Congressman Jones a l s o d i d every th ing in l a b o r ' s beha l f . F o r o n e th ing ,
he suppor ted an i n c r e a s e in t h e m i n i m u m wage f r o m 40 to 75 cents .

The R u r a l Housing A c t o f 1949, p rev ious l y discussed, became l a w on
N o v e m b e r 1 7 a n d a Jackson County v e t e r a n r e c e i v e d t h e fi r s t loan. T h e
f a r m e r s d r e a m h a d become a r e a l i t y a n d m a n y sub -s tanda rd dwel l ings in the
E igh th D i s t r i c t w e r e rep laced b y m o d e r n h o m e s a s a r e s u l t o f Jones ' e f fo r ts .

Rep, Jones w a s a c t i v e dur ing t h i s p e r i o d in obtaining the f e d e r a l l a n d
w h i c h m a d e the $663,000 A t h e n s - L i m e s t o n e H o s p i t a l p o s s i b l e . H e a l s o w a s
i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e s e l e c t i o n o f B r i d g e p o r t , a n E igh th D i s t r i c t c o m m u n i t y, a s
the s i t e f o r a n e w $37 m i l l i o n T V A s t e a m plant . He l ikewise u r g e d a n d s u p ‑
p o r t e d t h e r e m o v a l o f the Rocke t O f fi c e f r o m F o r t B l i s s , Te x a s , to Huntsville,
A labama - a r e m o v a l t h a t eventua l ly brought g r e a t b e n e fi t to t h e D i s t r i c t .

D u r i n g t h i s s e s s i o n , Representat ive Jones v o t e d f o r r e n t c o n t r o l extension,
i n c r e a s e d p u b l i c hous ing, a v e t e r a n s p e n s i o n b i l l , t h e m i n i m u m wage i n c r e a s e
a n d a l l t he o t h e r p r o g r e s s i v e leg i s la t i on t h a t helps p u s h t h e n a t i o n f o r w a r d .

T h e second s e s s i o n of t h e 8 l s t Congress c o n v e n e d on January 2, 1950.
Soona f te rwards , Rep . Jones in t roduceda p r o p o s e d a m e n d m e n t t o t h e Bankhead ‑
Jones F a r m Tenant A c t w h i c h w o u l d i n c r e a s e t h e m a x i m u m i n i t i a l p r o d u c t i o n
a n d ad jus tment l o a n s b y the F a r m e r s H o m e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n f r o m $3,500 t o
$7,000 a n d the m a x i m u m indebtedness f o r s u c h p u r p o s e s f r o m $5,000 to
$10,000. I t a l s o p r o v i d e d f o r a n i n c r e a s e i n t h e r e p a y m e n t period.

Re fe r r i ng to h i s b i l l , t h e Congressman said:

T h e b i l l w h i c h I have j u s t i n t r o d u c e d w i l l g ive m a n y
f a r m e r s t h e oppor tun i ty to m a k e t h e changes in t h e i r
f a r m i n g p r a c t i c e s w h i c h a r e n e c e s s a r y a s a r e s u l t o f
p r e s e n t day condit ions.

A l s o a t t h i s t i m e Rep . Jones' Roads subcommi t tee o f t h e P u b l i c W o r k s
C o m m i t t e e approved f e d e r a l h ighway a s s i s t a n c e t o A l a b a m a i n t h e a n n u a l
a m o u n t of $10,631,000 f o r 1952 a n d 1953 ,

T h i s Congress app roved a Fede ra l Emp loye rs P rac t i ces Commiss ion
w h i c h h a d b e e n qu i te a n i s s u e i n P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n ' s p r o p o s e d c i v i l r i g h t s
leg is la t ion . Rep. Jones, along w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e Alabama delegation, vo ted
f o r t h i s b i l l s i n c e ( i n coope ra t i on w i t h t he r e s t o f the Southern delegations in
Congress) they h a d r e m o v e d a l l t h e ' ' teeth"' f r o m the b i l l and i t w a s no longer
object ionable to t h e South - prov ing once again tha t the m o s t effect ive way to
defeator m i t i ga te ' 'ant i -Southern" l eg i s l a t i on is w i t h i n t h e ranks of t h e D e m o ‑
c r a t i c P a r t y , n o t wi thout as the Dix iecrats w o u l d have the peoplebel ieve.

Rep. J o n e s , along w i t h 3 o t h e r A l a b a m a Congressmen, a p p e a r e d b e f o r e
t h e H o u s e App rop r i a t i ons Commi t t ee i n suppo r t o f an a p p r o p r i a t i o n w h i c h
w o u l d m a k e p o s s i b l e a n a t i o n a l f o r e s t s u r v e y. T h e s u r v e y w o u l d obv ious ly be
of g r e a t benefit to t h e people of Alabama s ince o v e r h a l f t h e l a n d in the South
i s  i n  f o r e s t .

«  B w



I n a m o r e p e r s o n a l a n d h uma n ve in , Jones success fu l l y sponso red l e g i s ‑
l a t i o n to a l l o w a young Japanese woman , M i s s Ono - a s tuden t at A t hens
Col lege - a n d h e r A m e r i c a n fi a n c e t o m a r r y .

Rep. Jones. w i t h Sena to r s H i l l and Spa r kman and m o s t o f t h e o t h e r
A l a b ama Congressmen, v igorous ly denounced the D'ixiecrat mo v emen t in
A labama and the r e s t o f the South a n d urged the peop le o f the s t a t e to r e m a i n
w i t h i n the na t i o na l p a r t y . P o l i t i c a l r e a l i s m d i c t a t e s t h i s pos i t i on - the Sou t h ‑
e r n membe r s of Congress c a n m o r e effec t ive ly ba t t l e ob ject ionable c i v i l
r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n w i t h i n t he Democra t i c P a r t y , and they c a n ce r t a i n l y do f a r
m o r e t owa r d s push ing t h e South a n d t h e n a t i o n f o r w a r d i n a l l t he o t h e r phases
o f n a t i o na l g o v e r n m e n t b y rema in ing na t i o na l Democrats.

The i ne v i t a b l e r e s u l t o f t h e D i x i e c r a t m o v e m e n t w o u l d be t he l o s s o f
Sou t he r n p o w e r a n d p res t i ge i n t he fede ra l g o v e r nm e n t . A " s p l i n t e r p a r t y "
w o u l d b e l a r g e l y a p o w e r l e s s p a r t y .

Shor t l y a f t e r t he ou t b r ea k o f t h e K o r e a n Wa r , t h e Representa t i ve i n t r o ‑
duced a b i l l i n Congress w h i c h wou ld p r o v i d e f o r t o t a l mob i l i za t i ono f m a t e r i a l
r e s o u r c e s o f i n du s t r i a l and o t h e r o rgan i za t i ons , and o f t h e s e r v i c e s o f a l l o f
t h e c i t i z e n s of the U.S. in the e v e n t of an ou t b r ea k of t o t a l w a r . Commenting
on t h i s p r o p o s e d b i l l , h e said:

E a c h c i t i z e n shou ld be p l a c ed equa l l y in t h a t st ruggle
w i t h no immun i t y, no specia l pr iv i lege, a n d no special
p r o fi t s f o r anyone o r a n y g roup dur ing such a n effor t .

I am su r e t h e Ame r i c a n people w i l l w a n t t o make
such sac r i fi ces to s t r i k e down t h i s ins id ious , u n ‑
godly spread o f c ommun i s t i c agg ress ion .

I t i s in te res t ing to no te t ha t the Congressman had a l s o in t roduced t h i s
b i l l p r i o r t o the outbreak o f hos t i l i t i e s i n Ko rea .

F o r h i s s e r v i c e t o t he r u r a l people o f the a r e a , t he s ta te and t h e na t i on ,
Rep. Jones r e c e i v e d a n aw a r d f r o m t h e L aude r d a l e County Commit tee o f the
F a r m e r s H om e Adminis t rat ion. The a w a r d c i t e d in p a r t i c u l a r h i s R u r a l
Hous ing A c t ; t he amendmen t to the Bankhead-Jones A c t ; a n d h i s s u c ce s s f u l
e f f o r t s to ob t a i n Commodi ty C r e d i t l o an s f o r c o r n a n d co t ton , the m a j o r c a s h
c rops o f t h e d i s t r i c t .

T h e l s t s e s s i on of t he 82nd Congress w a s convened on January 3, 1951.
Rep . Jones d r e w t w o commi t tee assignments: Pub l i c Works Commi t t ee and
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Committee.

Once aga in , Rep . Jones i n t r o du ced a b i l l w h i c h Would i n c r e a se and l i b e r a l ‑
i z e t he mo r t gage loans ava i lab le unde r t he Bankhead-Jones F a r m Tenant Ac t .

When t h e K o r e a n confl i c t m a d e p r i c e c o n t r o l s a necess i ty, Congressman
Jones spoke o u t sca th ing ly aga i n s t the s p e c i a l i n t e r es t p r e s s u r e g r o u p s w h i c h
descended u p o n Washington seeking t o b e exempted f r o m co n t r o l p r o v i s i o n s .

Congressman Jones‘ e f f o r t s in beha l f o f t he Tennessee Tomb igbee Wa t e r ‑
way Cana l w e r e descr ibed in the Augus t 21, 1951, e d i t i o n o f the F l o rence
T ime s thusly:
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I n a m o r e p e r s o n a l a n d h uma n ve in , Jones success fu l l y sponso r ed l e g i s ‑
l a t i o n to a l l ow a young Japanese woman , M i s s Ono - a s tuden t at A t hens
Col lege - a n d h e r Am e r i c a n fian ce t o m a r r y .

Rep. Jones , w i t h Senators H i l l and Spa r kman and m o s t o f t h e o t h e r
A l a b ama Congressmen, v i go r ous l y denounced the Dix iecra t mo v emen t in
A labama and t he r e s t o f t h e South a n d urged the peop le o f the s t a t e to r e m a i n
w i t h i n the n a t i o n a lp a r t y , P o l i t i c a l r e a l i s m d ic ta tes t h i s pos i t i o n - t he Sou t h ‑
e r n membe r s of Congress c a n m o r e effec t ive ly b a t t l e object ionable c i v i l
r i g h t s l eg i s l a t i on w i t h i n t he Democ ra t i c P a r t y, and they c a n ce r t a i n l y do f a r
m o r e t owa rds push ing t he South and t he n a t i o n f o r w a r d i n a l l t h e o t h e r phases
o f n a t i o n a l g o v e r nm e n t b y rema in ing na t i ona l Democrats .

The inev i t ab le r e s u l t o f t h e D i x i e c r a t m o v e m e n t wou ld be the l o s s o f
Sou the rn p ow e r a n d p res t i g e i n the federa l g o v e r nme n t . A ' ' s p l i n t e r pa r t y ' !
wou l d b e l a r g e l y a p ow e r l e s s p a r t y .

Shor t l y a f t e r t h e ou tb reak o f t h e K o r e a n Wa r , t h e Rep r e sen t a t i v e i n t r o ‑
duced a b i l l i n Congress w h i c h wou ld p r o v i d e f o r t o t a l mob i l i za t i ono f m a t e r i a l
r e s o u r c e s o f i ndus t r i a l and o t he r o r gan i za t i ons , a n d o f t h e s e r v i c e s o f a l l o f
t h e c i t i z e n s of the U . S , in t he e ven t of an ou t b r eak of t o t a l w a r . Comment ing
on t h i s p r oposed b i l l , h e said:

E a c h c i t i z e n shou ld be p l a c e d equa l l y in t h a t s t rugg le
w i t h no immun i t y, no spe c i a l p r i v i l ege , a n d no spec ia l
p r o fi t s f o r anyone o r any g r o u p dur ing s u c h a n e f f o r t .

... 1 a m s u r e t h e A m e r i c a n people w i l l w a n t t o make
s u c h s a c r i fi c e s ... t o s t r i k e down t h i s ins id ious , u n ‑
god ly s p r e a d o f c ommun i s t i c aggress ion .

I t i s in te res t ing to n o t e t h a t the Congressman h a d a l s o i n t r o d u ced t h i s
b i l l p r i o r t o t h e ou tb reak o f hos t i l i t i e s i n Ko rea .

F o r h i s s e r v i c e t o t h e r u r a l peop le o f t h e a r e a , t he s ta te a n d t h e n a t i o n ,
Rep. Jones r e c e i v e d an a w a r d f r o m t h e Laude rda l e County Commit tee o f t he
F a r m e r s H om e A dm i n i s t r a t i o n , T h e a w a r d c i t e d i n p a r t i c u l a r h i s R u r a l
Hous ing A c t ; t he amendmen t to the Bankhead-Jones A c t ; a n d h i s s u c c e s s f u l
e f f o r t s t o ob ta i n Commod i t y C r e d i t l o a n s f o r c o r n a n d co t ton , the m a j o r c a s h
c r o p s o f t h e d i s t r i c t .

The l s t s e s s i o n of t he 82nd Congress w a s convened on January 3, 1951.
Rep. Jones d r e w t w o commi t tee assignments: P ub l i c Works Commi t tee and
D i s t r i c t of Columbia Committee.

Once again , Rep . Jones in t roduced a b i l l w h i c h wou ld inc rease and l i b e r a l ‑
i z e the mo r t gage loans ava i lab le unde r the Bankhead-Jones F a r m Tenant Ac t .

When t he K o r e a n confl i c t made p r i c e con t r o l s a necess i t y, Congressman
Jones spoke o u t scath ingly aga i n s t t h e spec i a l i n t e r e s t p r e s s u r e g r o u p s w h i c h
descended upon Washington seeking to be exempted f r o m c o n t r o l provisions,

Congressman Jones' e f f o r t s in beha l f o f t h e Tennessee Tomb igbee Wa t e r ‑
way Cana l w e r e descr ibed in the August 21, 1951, e d i t i o n o f t h e F l o rence
T ime s thusly :
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Cong r e s sman R.E . (Bob) Jones i s a s t r o n g suppor te r
of t h e Tennessee ‐Tombigbee Cana l p r o j e c t and du r i n g
t h e fi v e y e a r s he h a s rep resen ted the E igh th A l a b ama
Congress iona l D i s t r i c t , h a s t es t i fied e a c h y e a r b e f o r e
t h e H o u s e a nd Senate Appropr ia t ion C omm i t t e e s , a s k ‑
i n g t h a t funds be a l l o c a t ed to s t a r t cons t ruc t ion o f
t h i s m u c h needed p ro j e c t .

B e c a u s e of h i s outs tand ing w o r k f o r T V A and f o r conservat ion of a l l o f
t h e n a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s , t h e y o u n g Cong ressman w a s appointed on A u g u s t 25,
1 9 5 1 , “ ) head a spec ia l s ub comm i t t e e o f t h e P u b l i c W o r k s C omm i t t e e : t h e s u b ‑
c omm i t t e e o n Wa t e r R e s o u r c e s . Tr a ve l s o f h i s n e w c omm i t t e e took h i m t o
the P a c i fi c N o r t h w e s t and a l s o t o Canada t o a s c e r t a i n t he n e c e s s i t y and
f e a s i b i l i t y o f t h e proposed St. L a w r e n c e Seaway.

Some of h i s o t h e r e f f o r t s d u r i n g t h i s s e s s i o n c a n be on l y b r i e fl y descr ibed.
He in t roduced a b i l l w h i c h would p e rm i t T V A Comm i s s i o ne r s l i m i t e d expense
accoun ts on a p e r d i e m b a s i s . He sough t an i n c r e a s e in stock o f the I n l a n d
Wa t e rwa y s Co rpo ra t i on , and an ex tens i on o f i t s s e r v i c e t o t he Te n n e s s e e and
Cumber land r i v e r s . He sponsored regulat ions concern ing opera t i on a nd c o n ‑
duc t o f c omme r c i a l v eh i c l e s i n the D i s t r i c t o f Co lumb ia and a l s o sought m o r e
adequate f o r e s t - fi r e c o n t r o l th roughout t he nat ion. H e in t roduced a b i l l w h i c h
wou ld au t h o r i z e payment f o r damage to r e l i g i o u s and char i tab le proper t ies in
K o r e a by Un i t e d Na t i o n s f o r c e s .

On January 8, 1952, the second session of t h e 82nd Congress was c o n ‑
vened. One o f Rep . Jones ' fi r s t endeavo rs i n t h i s Congress w a s to suppor t
l eg i s la t i on provid ing f o r t h e extension o f the GI B i l l o f Rights to the ve te rans
o f t he K o r e a n Wa r .

Cong r e s sman Jone s , n o w a lso the Cha i rman of t h e House subcommittee
o n R i v e r s and H a r b o r s , was taken o n a t o u r o f t h e Wa r r i o r R i v e r region t o
acquaint h i m w i t h a b i l l s oon to be introduced by Rep. E l l i o t t c a l l i n g f o r a
su rvey of t he poss ib i l i t y of f u r t h e r Wa r r i o r development .

W i t h Sena t o r J ohn J. Sparkman, t h e Representat ive in t roduced a b i l l to
p u t t h e F a r m Hous ing P r o g r a m on a permanent b a s i s . T he p r o g r a m w a s
scheduled to c o m e to an end a f t e r t h e n e x t fi s c a l y e a r .

As C h a i rm a n of t h e subcommit tee on Wa t e r R e s o u r c e s , t h e Cong r e s sman
w a s deeply invo lved in spec ia l investigational ac t i v i t i es . P r i n c i p a l l y these
probes looked i n t o t h e v a r i o u s dam-bu i l d i ng agencies o f t he government : The
C o r p s o f Engineers, T V A , I n t e r i o r D e p a r m e n t , Ag r i cu l t u r e Depa r tmen t and
t h e In te rna t iona l B o r d e r C omm i s s i o n . T h e pu r p o s e w a s to asce r t a i n methods
wh i c h w o u l d c u t d o w n o n o v e r - l a p p i n g o f a c t i v i t i e s , prov ide g r e a t e r h a r m o n y
and cooperat ion b e t w e e n t h e agencies a nd genera l ly e l i m i n a t e dupl icat ion of
e f f o r t s and do a w a y w i t h was t e and t h u s ach i e ve g rea t e r e f f e c t i v eness and
e conomy.

L o n g a g r ea t advoca te and f r i e n d o f pub l i c p owe r Cong r e s sman Jones ,
n one t h e l e s s , i s a l wa y s f a i r -m i n d e d and qu i c k t o suggest r e f o r m wh e r e v e r i t
i s needed. I n t he na t iona l i n t e r e s t , h e i s a lways r e ad y t o c r i t i c i z e when su ch
c r i t i c i s m i s jus t i fied a n d h e l e t s t he ch ips f a l l W h e r e t h e y m a y - e v e n i f a f e w
f a l l u p o n t h e heads o f h i s f r i ends . I t i s pe rhaps t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , m o r e t h a n
any o t h e r , w h i c h ea r ned h i m t h e r e s p e c t o f h i s f e l l o w Cong re s smen and c o n ‑
sequently t h e H o u s e l i s t e n s w h e n he speaksout vigorously f o r or aga ins t s o m e
m e a s u r e - t h e y, h i s f e l l o w Cong ressmen , k now he i s t he s e r v an t o f no o n e
excep t t h e people a n d the n a t i o n as a Whole.

- 1 0 ‑

Cong r e s sman R . E , (Bob) Jones i s a s t r o ng suppo r t e r

of t he Tennessee-Tombigbee Cana l p r o j e c t and du r i n g
t h e fi v e y e a r s he h a s represented t h e E igh th A l a b ama
Congress iona l D i s t r i c t , h a s tes t i fied e a c h y e a r b e f o r e
the H o u s e a nd Senate Appropr ia t ion C omm i t t e e s , a s k ‑
i n g t h a t funds be a l l o ca ted to s t a r t cons t r uc t i on o f
t h i s m u c h needed p r o j e c t .

B e c a u s e of h i s outstanding w o r k f o r T V A and f o r conservat ion of a l l o f
t h e na t i ona l r e s o u r c e s , t h e young Congressman w a s appointed on Augu s t 25,
1 9 5 1 ,to head a specia l subcommi t tee o f t h e Pub l i c W o r k s Comm i t t e e : t h e s u b ‑
c omm i t t e e o n Wa t e r R e s o u r c e s . Trave l s o f h i s n e w commi t t ee took h i m t o
the P a c i fi c N o r t h w e s t and a l so t o Canada t o asce r t a i n the neces s i t y and
f e a s i b i l i t y o f t he proposed St. L aw r e n c e Seaway.

Someof h i s o t h e r e f f o r t s d u r i n g t h i s sess ion c a n be on ly b r i e fl y descr ibed.
He in t roduced a b i l l w h i c h would p e rm i t T V A Commiss ioners l i m i t e d expense
accoun ts on a p e r d i e m ba s i s . He sough t an i n c r e a s e in s tock o f t h e In land
Wa t e rw a y s Co rpo ra t i on , and an ex t ens i on o f i t s s e r v i c e t o the Te n n e s s e e and
Cumber land r i v e r s . He sponsored regulat ions concern ing ope ra t i on a nd c o n ‑
d u c t o f c omme r c i a l vehic les i n the D i s t r i c t o f Co l umb i aand a l s o sought m o r e
adequate f o r e s t - fi r e c o n t r o l th roughout t he n a t i o n , H e int roduced a b i l l w h i c h
wou l d au t h o r i z e payment f o r damage to r e l i g i o u s and char i tab le p rope r t i e s in
K o r e a b y Un i t e d Na t i o n s f o r c e s .

On J a n u a r y 8 , 1952, t he second sess ion o f t h e 82nd Cong ress w a s c o n ‑
v e n e d , One o f Rep . Jones ! fi r s t endeavo rs i n t h i s Cong ress w a s to suppo r t
l eg i s la t i on p rov id ing f o r t h e ex tens iono f the GI B i l l o f R igh ts to the v e t e r a n s
o f t h e K o r e a n W a r .

C o n g r e s sman Jone s , n o w a l s o the C h a i r m a n of t h e Hou s e subcommit tee
o n R i v e r s and H a r b o r s , w a s taken o n a t o u r o f t h e Wa r r i o r R i v e r reg ion t o
acquain t h i m w i t h a b i l l soon to be in t roduced by Rep . E l l i o t t c a l l i n g f o r a
s u r v e y of t h e pos s i b i l i t y of f u r t h e r W a r r i o r development.

W i t h Sena t o r J o hn J. Sparkman, t h e Representative in t roduced a b i l l to
p u t t h e F a r m Hous i ng P r o g r a m on a permanent b a s i s . T he p r o g r a m w a s
scheduled to c o m e to an end a f t e r t h e n e x t fi s c a l y e a r .

As c h a i r m a n of t h e subcommit tee on Wa t e r R e s o u r c e s , t h e Cong r e s sman
w a s deep ly i nvo l ved in spec ia l investigational ac t i v i t i es . P r i n c i p a l l y these
probes looked i n t o t h e va r i ous dam-bu i l d i ng agencies o f t he government : T h e
Co r p s o f Eng inee rs , T V A , I n t e r i o r Depa r tmen t , Ag r i cu l t u r e Depa r tmen t and
the In te rna t iona l B o r d e r C o m m i s s i o n , T h e purpose w a s to ascer ta in methods
wh i c h wou l d c u t d o w n on o ve r - l a p p i n g o f a c t i v i t i e s , prov ide g r e a t e r h a r m o n y
and cooperat ion b e t w e e n t h e agencies and genera l ly e l im i na t e dupl icat ion of
e f f o r t s and do aw a y w i t h was t e and thus ach ieve g r ea t e r e f fec t i veness and
economy.

L o n g a g rea t advocate and f r i e n d o f pub l i c p owe r Congressman Jones ,
none the l ess , i s a lways f a i r -m inded and qu i c k t o suggest r e f o r m wh e r e v e r i t
i s needed. I n the nat ional i n t e r e s t , h e i s a lways r eady t o c r i t i c i z e when such
c r i t i c i s m i s j us t i fied a n d h e l e t s the ch ips f a l l w h e r e t h e y m a y - e v e n i f a f e w
f a l l u p o n t h e heads o f h i s f r i e n d s , I t i s perhaps t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , m o r e than
any o t h e r , w h i c h earned h i m t h e r e s p e c t o f h i s f e l l o w Cong re s smen and c o n ‑
sequently t h e H o u s e l i s t e n s w h e n he speaks o u t vigorously f o r o r aga ins t s o m e
m e a s u r e - t h e y, h i s f e l l ow Cong r e s smen , know he i s t he se r van t o f no o n e
excep t t h e people a n d the na t i on as a who l e .



A l w a y s r e a d y to c u t t h e g r o u n d f r o m u n d e r a n t i - T V A propaganda w i t h t h e
f a c t s , t h e C o n g r e s s m a n v i r t u a l l y a n n i h i l a t e d a n a c c u s a t i o n t h a t l o w - c o s t T V A
p o w e r p u l l e d shoe a n d t e x t i l e i n d u s t r i e s f r o m N e w England. T h e fac t s t h e m ‑
se lves s h o w e d t h i s f a l s e a n d Jones d i d a m a s t e r f u l j o b o f m a r s h a l l i n g a n d
present ing t h e m in a m a n n e r w h i c h r e f u t e d t h i s accusat ion.

Concerning t h e a n t i - T V A cha rge of " industry-s teal ing" , i t is app rop r i a t e
t o quote t h e g i s t o f Rep. Jones ‘ r e m a r k s s i nce o n e p a r a g r a p h i s v e r y i n d i c a t i v e
o f t h e n o n - p r o v i n c i a l a n d p r o g r e s s i v e c h a r a c t e r o f h i s thought:

T h i s m y t h t h a t t h e i n d u s t r i a l deve lopment of t h e T V A
a r e a is at t h e expenseof deve lopment in o t h e r r e g i o n s
r e s t s u l t i m a t e l y u p o n t h e exploded n o t i o n t h a t t h i s
c o u n t r y reached i t s f u l l i n d u s t r i a l s t a t u r e 2 0 y e a r s
ago, t h a t t h e p r o b l e m of the f u t u r e is o n e o f d iv id ing
u p a t o t a l , s o w h e n o n e r e g i o n g a i n s , a n o t h e r m u s t
n e c e s s a r i l y b e depr i ved . M o s t o f u s know t h a t w h e n
o n e r e g i o n is s t rengthened t h e c o u n t r y as a w h o l e
g r o w s  s t r o n g e r.

I u r g e u p o n h i m ( t h e a c c u s e r ) t h e n e w e r c o n c e p t t h a t
recogn izes the in te rdependence o f a l l the r e g i o n s in
th is  count ry.

(Deca tu r D a i l y - May 5, 1952)

T h e Congressman int roduced an amendment to t h e F e d e r a l A i d Highway
A c t w h i c h p r o v i d e d f o r t h e e n l i s t m e n t o f p u b l i c s u p p o r t f o r highway safety
t h r o u g h pub l i c i t y and i n f o r m a t i o n campaigns a n d a p r o g r a m o f educat ion i n
t r a f fi c safety to be conducted in t h e school s y s t e m s .

B r i e fl y, s o m e of t h e Congressman‘s o t h e r cont r ibut ions to t h i s s e s s i o n
were : h e s u p p o r t e d a n e x t e n s i o n i n s o c i a l s e c u r i t y ; obtained a n e x t e n s i o n i n
the t i m e l i m i t f o r e x p i r a t i o n o f t h e F a r m Housing A c t o f 1949; fought u n c e a s ‑
i n g l y f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f T V A funds w h i c h t h e Republ icans h a d c u t f r o m the
T V A a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ; b rought t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e A g r i c u l t u r e D e p a r t m e n t
t h e s e v e r e f a r m damage due to droughts i n t h e s ta te and success fu l l y ob ta i ned
d i s a s t e r s t a t u s a n d d i s a s t e r loans f o r t h e people o f A l a b a m a ,

Jones a l s o sought a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r exper imen ts conve r t i ng coa l , l i gn i t e
a n d o i l sha le t o u s e f u l gases - - e x p e r i m e n t s w h i c h , i f s u c c e s s f u l , w o u l d p r o v e
benefic ia l t o the E i g h t h D i s t r i c t a r e a . Once aga in , he c a l l e d f o r t o t a l m o b i l i ‑
z a t i o n o f r e s o u r c e s o f t h e n a t i o n a n d s e r v i c e s o f t h e c i t i z e n s du r ing war t ime .

The end o f t h i s s e s s i o n m a r k e d the end o f the spec ia l sub-commi t tee on
C i v i l Wo r k s a n d W a t e r R e s o u r c e s and t h e sub-commi t tee p u b l i s h e d i t s fi n d ‑
ings a n d recommendations. C h a i r m a n Jones w o n w i d e p r a i s e f o r t h e r e p o r t .
T h e s e recommendat ions, i f p u t i n t o e f f e c t , w o u l d r e s u l t in g r e a t sav ings to
t h e A m e r i c a n t a x p a y e r s by e l im ina t ing dup l i ca t ion , e x c e s s i v e planning c o s t s ,
a n d was te . N o l e s s a p r o p o n e n t f o r economy i n g o v e r n m e n t than D r . W i l f o r d
L . K ing , C h a i r m a n o f t h e Commi t tee f o r Cons t i t u t i ona l Government , h a d t h i s
to s a y of Jones ' recommendat ions: ” W e need, in Congress, m o r e economy ‑
m i n d e d m e n l i k e Jones o f A l a b a m a “ .
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A l w a y s ready to c u t t h e ground f r o m u n d e r a n t i - T V A propaganda w i t h t h e

f a c t s , the C o n g r e s s m a n v i r t u a l l y a n n i h i l a t e d a n a c c u s a t i o n t h a t l o w - c o s t T V A
p o w e r p u l l e d shoe a n d t e x t i l e i n d u s t r i e s f r o m N e w England. T h e f a c t s t h e m ‑
se lves s h o w e d t h i s f a l s e a n d Jones d i d a m a s t e r f u l j o b o f m a r s h a l l i n g a n d
presen t ing t h e m in a m a n n e r w h i c h r e f u t e d t h i s accusat ion.

Concerning t h e a n t i - T V A charge of " industry-steal ing", i t is a p p r o p r i a t e
t o quote t h e g i s t o f R e p . Jones' r e m a r k s s i n c e o n e p a r a g r a p h i s v e r y i n d i c a t i v e
o f t h e n o n - p r o v i n c i a l and p r o g r e s s i v e c h a r a c t e r o f h i s thought:

T h i s m y t h tha t the i n d u s t r i a l development of the T V A
a r e a is at t he expenseof development in o t h e r reg ions
r e s t s u l t i m a t e l y u p o n t h e exploded n o t i o n t h a t t h i s
c o u n t r y r e a c h e d i t s f u l l i n d u s t r i a l s t a t u r e 2 0 y e a r s
ago, t h a t t h e p r o b l e m of t h e f u t u r e is one of d iv id ing
u p a t o t a l , s o w h e n o n e r e g i o n ga ins , a n o t h e r m u s t
n e c e s s a r i l y b e depr i ved . M o s t o f u s know t h a t w h e n
o n e r e g i o n is s t rengthened t h e c o u n t r y as a w h o l e
g r o w s  s t r o n g e r ,

I u r g e u p o n h i m ( t h e a c c u s e r ) t h e n e w e r concep t t h a t
r e c o g n i z e s t h e in te rdependence of a l l the r e g i o n s in
t h i s c o u n t r y.

(Deca tu r D a i l y - M a y 5 , 1952)

T h e Congressman i n t r o d u c e d an amendment to the F e d e r a l A i d H ighway
A c t w h i c h p r o v i d e d f o r t h e e n l i s t m e n t o f p u b l i c s u p p o r t f o r h i g h w a y safety
through p u b l i c i t y a n d i n f o r m a t i o n campa igns a n d a p r o g r a m o f educat ion i n
t r a f fi c sa fe ty to be conduc ted in t h e s c h o o l s y s t e m s ,

B r i e fl y, s o m e of t h e Congressman's o t h e r cont r ibut ions to t h i s s e s s i o n
w e r e ; h e s u p p o r t e d a n e x t e n s i o n i n s o c i a l s e c u r i t y ; o b t a i n e d a n e x t e n s i o n i n
the t i m e l i m i t f o r e x p i r a t i o n o f t h e F a r m Hous ing A c t o f 1949; fought u n c e a s ‑
i n g l y f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f T V A funds w h i c h t h e Republ icans h a d c u t f r o m the
T V A a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ; b rough t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e A g r i c u l t u r e D e p a r t m e n t
t h e s e v e r e f a r m damage due todroughts in t h e s ta te a n d success fu l l y ob ta ined
d i s a s t e r s t a t u s a n d d i s a s t e r l o a n s f o r t h e people o f Alabama.

Jones a l s o sought a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r e x p e r i m e n t s c o n v e r t i n g coal , l i g n i t e
a n d o i l shale t o u s e f u l gases - - e x p e r i m e n t s w h i c h , i f success fu l , w o u l d p r o v e
benefic ia l to t h e E i g h t h D i s t r i c t a r e a , Once aga in , he c a l l e d f o r t o t a l m o b i l i ‑
z a t i o n o f r e s o u r c e s o f t h e n a t i o n a n d s e r v i c e s o f t h e c i t i z e n s dur ing w a r t i m e .

T h e end o f t h i s s e s s i o n m a r k e d the end o f the spec ia l sub-commi t tee on
C i v i l W o r k s a n d Wa t e r Resou rces and t h e sub-commit tee pub l i shed i t s fi n d ‑
ings and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , Cha i rman Jones w o n w ide p r a i s e f o r t h e report.
T h e s e recommendat ions, i f p u t i n t o e f f ec t , w o u l d r e s u l t in g r e a t sav ings to
t h e A m e r i c a n taxpayers by e l im ina t ing dup l i ca t ion , excess ive planning c o s t s ,
a n d w a s t e . N o l e s s a p r o p o n e n t f o r economy i n g o v e r n m e n t t han D r . W i l f o r d
L. K ing , Cha i rman of t h e C o m m i t t e e f o r Const i tu t ional Government , h a d t h i s
to s a y of Jones ' recommendat ions: ' ' W e need, in Congress, m o r e economy ‑
m i n d e d m e n l i k e Jones of A labama' ' .

a Th =



On January 3, 1953, t he fi r s t s e s s i on of t h e 8 3 r d Congress began. Rep.
Jones w a s o n c e aga i n appo in ted to t h e i m p o r t a n t P u b l i c Wo rks Commit tee.

I t i s in te res t ing to no t e t ha t a f t e r studying Secre tary Benson ' s po l i c i e s
a n d at t i tude f o r on l y a sho r t t i m e , t h e Representa t i ve f r o m t h e E igh th D i s t r i c t ,
a f a r m e r h i m s e l f , e x p r e s s ed h i s deep c o n c e r n regard ing M r . Ben son and h i s
a t t i t u de t owa r d s t h e f a r m e r . T i m e has ce r t a i n l y c on fi rmed t h i s po s i t i o n .

T VA , a t t h i s t i m e , mad e a dec is ion to m o v e i t s headquar te rs f r o m K n o x ‑
v i l l e , Tennessee, to t h e T r i ‐C i t i e s a r e a as p r o v i d e d f o r in t h e o r i g i n a l T V A
Ac t . M u c h oppos i t i o n to t h i s dec is ion w a s v o i c e d a n d t h e Represen ta t i ve , t r u e
to t h e i n te res t s o f h i s d i s t r i c t , fought l ong a n d h a r d f o r a p p r o v a l o f the
decision. Unfortunately, t he m o v e w a s b l o c k e d in sp i t e of t he fac t t h a t i t w a s
economical ly desirable.

Congressman Jones w a s appo in ted to s e r v e on a spe c i a l c omm i t t e e in
charge o f p l a n s f o r Capi ta l bu i ld ing imp r o v emen t . Jones had p r e v i o u s l y
s e r v ed on t h i s c omm i t t e e , a s w e l l a s the Commi t t ee on t h e Renova t i o n o f t h e
Whi te House w h i c h c omp l e t e d i t s w o r k t h e p a s t y e a r . O f c o u r s e , h e r ema i n ed
o n t h e C omm i t t e e o f t h e D i s t r i c t o f Columbia.

Once a g a i n Jones asked f o r a n e x t e n s i o n o f h i s R u r a l Housing A c t o f 1949.
M o r e t h a n 800 Alabama fam i l i e s had al ready b e e n g r e a t l y benefi t ed by t h i s
b i l l .

Dur ing t h i s session, E z r a Ben son announced that he d i d n o t in tend to
fo l l ow the 90 p e r c e n t pa r i t y formula. Congressman Jones wa r n e d t ha t the
f a r m e r would become the forgot ten m a n of th is Administration. He at tempted
to dissuade Sec. Benson.

The Congressman a l s o sought to speed the p r o c e s s o f na tu ra l i za t i on o f
Ge rman and A u s t r i a n sc ien t is ts employed at the RedstoneA rsena l ; a sked t h a t
g i f t s t o t h e A l a b ama Temperance A l l i a n c e , I n c . be deduct ib le f o r i ncome t a x
pu r po ses ; a n d p r e s s e d f o r r epea l o f c e r t a i n p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e R a i l r o a d R e ‑
t i r e m e n t A c t o f 1937 wh i c h wou l d r e du ce annu i t i e s u n d e r t h e Social Securi ty
Ac t .

When P r e s i d e n t E isenhower w a s e l ec t ed he p r om i s e d pub l i ca l l y t h a t T V A
wou l d be ma i n t a i n e d a t " m a x i m u m effic iency" . In sp i t e o f t ha t p r o m i s e , in
1953 t h e Pres iden t desc r ibed T V A a s "c reep ing s o c i a l i sm " a n d a desperate
a t t emp t t o dest roy t h e agency ensued. I n t h e f a ce o f t r emendous i n dus t r i a l
expans ion in the Va l l e y and consequen t i a l i n c r e a s ed p ow e r needs , t h e Repub ‑
l i c a n dominated Congress r e f u s e d necessary approp r ia t i ons f o r expans ion o f
T V A p o w e r f a c i l i t i e s - a n d t h i s in sp i te o f the wel l - recogn ized f a c t t ha t i t
w o u l d probably r e s u l t in a p ow e r shortage in the yea r 1956. N o t c o n t e n t w i t h
t h i s , the Republ ican Cong ressmen , a l l i e d w i t h p r i v a t e p ow e r lobb ies, sought
t o reduce T VA ' s gene ra l app rop r i a t i on 25 p e r c e n t . T h e p o s s i b l e consequences
o f t h i s a c t i o n w e r e enume r a t e d i n a n e d i t o r i a l i n t he June 15, 1953, e d i t i o n o f
the Deca t u r Da i l y :

A l l funds f o r r e s o u r c e s development w o u l d be denied.
T h i s wou l d s t op the fo l lowing T V A w o r k , a n d T V A
techn ica lass is tance, c on t r a c t u a l paymen t s a n d d emo n ‑
s t ra t i ons : re fo res ta t i on , fi r e c o n t r o l a n d a l l o t h e r
f o r e s t r y a c t i v i t i e s ; a l a r g e p a r t o f T V A ass i s t ance i n
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On January 3, 1953, t h e fi r s t s e s s i o n of t h e 8 3 r d Congress began. Rep,
Jones w a s o n c e a g a i n appo in ted to t h e i m p o r t a n t P u b l i c Wo r k s Commit tee.

I t i s in te res t ing to note t h a t a f t e r studying Secre ta ry Benson 's p o l i c i e s
a n d at t i tude f o r o n l y a s h o r t t i m e , t h e Representa t ive f r o m t h e E i g h t h D i s t r i c t ,
a f a r m e r h i m s e l f , e x p r e s s e d h i s deep c o n c e r n regard ing M r . B e n s o n a n d h i s
a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e f a r m e r . T i m e h a s c e r t a i n l y c o n fi r m e d t h i s position.

T V A , at t h i s t i m e , m a d e a decis ion to m o v e i t s headquar ters f r o m K n o x ‑
v i l l e , Tennessee, to t h e T r i - C i t i e s a r e a as p r o v i d e d f o r in t h e o r i g i n a l T V A
A c t . M u c h oppos i t i on to t h i s dec is ion w a s v o i c e d a n d t h e Representat ive, t r u e
t o t h e i n t e r e s t s o f h i s d i s t r i c t , fought l o n g a n d h a r d f o r a p p r o v a l o f the
d e c i s i o n , Unfortunately, t h e m o v e w a s b l o c k e d in s p i t e of t h e fac t t h a t it w a s
economical ly desirable.

Congressman Jones w a s appointed to s e r v e on a s p e c i a l c o m m i t t e e in
charge o f p l a n s f o r C a p i t a l bu i ld ing i m p r o v e m e n t . Jones h a d p rev i ous l y
s e r v e d o n t h i s c o m m i t t e e , a s w e l l a s t h e Commi t t ee o n t h e Renova t ion o f t h e
Whi te House w h i c h c o m p l e t e d i t s w o r k t h e p a s t y e a r , O f c o u r s e , h e r e m a i n e d
o n t h e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e D i s t r i c t o f Co lumb ia .

Once a g a i n Jones asked f o r a n e x t e n s i o n o f h i s R u r a l Housing A c t o f 1949,
M o r e t h a n 800 Alabama f a m i l i e s h a d a l ready b e e n g r e a t l y b e n e fi t e d b y t h i s
b i l l ,

Du r i ng t h i s sess ion, E z r a Benson announced t h a t he d i d n o t i n t e n d to
f o l l o w t h e 90 p e r c e n t p a r i t y formula. Congressman Jones w a r n e d t h a t the
f a r m e r w o u l d become t h e f o r g o t t e n m a n o f t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , H e a t t e m p t e d
to dissuade Sec. Benson.

T h e C o n g r e s s m a n a l s o sough t t o speed t h e p r o c e s s o f n a t u r a l i z a t i o n o f
G e r m a n a n d A u s t r i a n sc i en t i s t s emp loyed a t t h e Redstone A r s e n a l ; asked t h a t
g i f t s t o t h e A labama Temperance A l l i a n c e , I nc . be deduct ib le f o r i ncome t a x
purposes; a n d p r e s s e d f o r r e p e a l o f c e r t a i n p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e R a i l r o a d R e ‑
t i r e m e n t A c t o f 1937 w h i c h w o u l d reduce annu i t i es u n d e r t h e Soc ia l Secu r i t y
A c t .

W h e n P r e s i d e n t E isenhower w a s e l e c t e d he p r o m i s e d pub l i ca l l y t h a t T V A
w o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d at " m a x i m u m effic iency ' ' . In s p i t e of t h a t p r o m i s e , in
1953 t h e Pres iden t desc r ibed T V A a s "c reep ing s o c i a l i s m " a n d a desperate
a t t e m p t to des t roy the agency e n s u e d , In t h e face o f t remendous i n d u s t r i a l
expans ion in t h e Va l l e y a n d consequent ia l i n c r e a s e d p o w e r needs , t h e Repub ‑
l i c a n dominated Congress r e f u s e d necessary a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r e x p a n s i o n o f
T V A p o w e r f a c i l i t i e s - a n d t h i s in sp i te o f the we l l - recogn ized f a c t t h a t i t
w o u l d probably r e s u l t in a p o w e r shortage in t h e y e a r 1956. N o t c o n t e n t w i t h
t h i s , the Repub l ican Congressmen, a l l i e d w i t h p r i v a t e p o w e r lobbies, sought
to reduce T V A ' s genera lappropr ia t ion 25 p e r c e n t . T h e p o s s i b l e consequences
o f t h i s a c t i o n w e r e enumera ted in an e d i t o r i a l i n the June 15, 1953, ed i t i on o f
the Deca tu r Dai ly :

A l l funds f o r r e s o u r c e s development w o u l d be denied.
T h i s w o u l d s top the fo l lowing T V A w o r k , a n d T V A
techn ica lass is tance, c o n t r a c t u a l paymen ts a n d d e m o n ‑
s t ra t ions : re fo res ta t ion , fi r e c o n t r o l a n d a l l o t h e r
f o r e s t r y a c t i v i t i e s ; a l a r g e p a r t o f T V A a s s i s t a n c e i n
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a g r i c u l t u r e ; a l l s o i l a n d w a t e r conse r va t i o n ac t i v i t i es
in s m a l l wa te rsheds ; ass i s tance to t h e s t a t e s i n s t r e am
po l l u t i o n c o n t r o l ; a l l a c t i v i t i e s a i m e d a t t he develop‑
m e n t o f t h e r e c r e a t i o n a n d fi s h a n d g ame r e s o u r c e s
o f t h e T VA r e s e r v o i r s ; t h e mak ing o f t o pog r aph i c
m a p s used by s t a t e s f o r h ighway planning a n d i n ‑
dus t r i a l l oca t i on adv i c e ; a n d t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance to
s ta tes and l o c a l p ub l i c agenc ies a n d p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a ‑
t i o n s in p lann ing a n d f u r t h e r econom i c development of
t h i s r e g i o n . T h i s a c t i o n w o u l d p u t a n end t o T V A a s
a n e f f e c t i v e r e g i o n a l c o n s e r v a t i o n agency. These
c r i p p l i n g ac t i ons by the House Subcommi t tee l e a ve
l i t t l e i n T V A excep t e l e c t r i c p o w e r , a n d a s y o u know,
the Pres iden t ‘ s B u r e a u o f the Budget h a s a l ready
c r i p p l e d T V A i n t h a t fi e l d b y reducing the cons t r u c t i o n
funds, t he r eby impos i ng a p o w e r shor tage i n t he r eg i on
f o r 1956.

To p u t i t b lunt ly - t h e Admin is t ra t ion sought to c r i p p l e a n d t h e n e l i m i ‑
na te those agencies and a c t i v i t i e s wh i c h made o u r v a l l e y g r e e n a g a i n and i t
m u s t be r e c a l l e d a n d emphas i zed tha t t h i s i s t he v e r y s a m e Adm in i s t r a t i on
t ha t gave away pub l i c r i g h t s in r i v e r development to p r i v a t e i n t e r e s t s a n d t h e n
added i n s u l t t o i n j u r y by g ran t i ng these p r i v a t e in te res ts s pe c i a l a n d u n j u s t i ‑
fi a b l e p r i v i l eges in t h e w a y of unusua l t a x advantages. It n e e d h a r d l y be added
t ha t t h e Administ rat ion‘s act ion in th is m a t t e r , i f notdefeatedat l e a s t p a r t i a l l y,
would p u t a n end t o the steady c l i m b o f p e r s o n a l i n come i n t h e Va l l e y t owa r d s
the na t i o na l average.

I t would be imposs ib le to l i s t a l l o f the Congressman's ac t i v i t i es in
defense of T VA dur ing th i s s e s s i o n , the b i l l s and amendments he int roduced,
the speeches he made , the f a c t s he ma r s h a l l e d , t h e misconceptions he d i s ‑
pe l led , the spec ia l in te res ts he exposed and a l l t h e specious a r g umen t s he
refuted. Suffice it to r e p e a t t h e w o r d s of s en i o r Senator L i s t e r H i l l :

T h e ha r d e s t , toughest and m e a n e s t fight concerning
T VA o c c u r r e d dur ing t h i s the l a s t s e s s i o n o f Congress.
L i k e Stonewal l J a c k son of o l d , Rep . Jones fought f o r
TVA .

In Washington, we c a l l h i m " M r . TVA".

The se c ond s e s s i o n o f t h e 8 3 r d Congress began on January 6 , 1954, and,
as usua l , Congressman Jones w a s in the t h i c k of i t . These w e r e d i f fi c u l t
t i m e s indeed f o r t h e s u p p o r t e r s o f t h e Tennessee Va l l e y Au tho r i t y a n d a l s o
f o r t he c o t t o n f a rm e r s s i nce t h eA dm i n i s t r a t i o n seemed t o b e b l i n d t o t he v i t a l
i n t e r e s t s o f bo th o f t h e s e g r o u p s .

Secre ta ry B e n s o n i n s t i t u t e d a d r a s t i c c o t t o n a l l o tmen t p r o g r a m Wh i c h i n
1 2 A l a b ama c o u n t i e s wo u l d n o t g i ve e a c h f a r m e r fi v e a c r e s o f c o t t o n , r e g a r d ‑
l e s s o f h o w m u c h he m a y have p lan ted i n the pas t . Cong ressman Jones, w i t h
Senators H i l l a n d Sparkman, fough t a rduous ly f o r an i n c r e a s e in t h e ac reage
a l l o tmen t f o r c o t t o n b u t t h e i r e f f o r t s w e r e l a rge l y i gno red b y the Adm i n i s t r a ‑
t i o n a n d h a r d t i m e s i n t e n s i fi e d f o r t h e Sou t h e r n c o t t o n f a rme rs .
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a g r i c u l t u r e ; a l l s o i l a n d w a t e r c o n s e r v a t i o n ac t i v i t i es
i n sm a l l wa te rsheds ; ass i s tance to t h e s t a t e s i n s t r e am
po l l u t i o n c o n t r o l ; a l l a c t i v i t i e s a i m e d a t t he develop‑
m e n t o f t h e r e c r e a t i o n a n d fi s h a n d g ame r e s o u r c e s
o f t h e T VA r e s e r v o i r s ; t h e mak ing o f t o pog r aph i c
m a p s u sed by s t a t e s f o r h ighway planning a n d i n ‑
dus t r i a l l oca t i on adv i ce ; and t e chn i c a l ass i s t ance to
s ta tes and l o c a l pub l i c agenc ies and p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a ‑
t i o n s in p lann ing a n d f u r t h e r economic development of
t h i s r e g i o n . T h i s a c t i o n wou l d p u t a n end t o T VA as
an e f f e c t i v e r eg i o na l c on se r v a t i o n agency. These
c r i pp l i ng act ions by the House Subcommittee leave
l i t t l e i n T V A except e l e c t r i c p o w e r , a n d a s y o u know,
t h e Pres ident 's Bu r e au of the Budget h a s a l ready
c r i p p l e d T V A i n t h a t fi e l d b y reducing the con s t r u c t i o n
funds, thereby imposing a p owe r shortage in t he reg i on
f o r 1956.

To p u t i t b lun t l y - the Adm in i s t r a t i on sought t o c r i pp l e a n d t hen e l i m i ‑
n a t e those agencies and ac t i v i t i e s w h i c h made o u r va l l e y g r e e n aga i n and i t
m u s t be r e c a l l e d a n d emphas i zed tha t t h i s i s t he v e r y s a m e Adm in i s t r a t i on
t ha t gave awa y pub l i c r i g h t s i n r i v e r development to p r i v a t e in te res ts a n d t h e n
added i n s u l t t o i n j u r y by g ran t i ng t h e s e p r i v a t e in te res ts s pe c i a l a n d u n j u s t i ‑
fi a b l e p r i v i l e ge s in t h e w a y of unusua l t a x advantages. It n e e d h a r d l y be added
tha t t h eAdm in i s t r a t i on ' s ac t i on i n t h i s m a t t e r , i f no tde fea teda t l e a s t partially,
w o u l d p u t a n e n d t o t h e steady c l i m b o f p e r s o n a l i n c ome i n t he Va l l ey t owa r d s
the na t i o n a l average.

I t w o u l d be imposs ib le to l i s t a l l o f t h e Congressman's a c t i v i t i e s in
defense of T V A dur ing t h i s sess i on , the b i l l s and amendments he introduced,
the speeches he made , t h e f ac t s he ma r s h a l l e d , the misconcept ions he d i s ‑
pe l l e d , the s pe c i a l i n t e r e s t s h e exposed and a l l t h e spec ious a r g umen t s h e
r e f u t e d , Suffice i t t o r e p e a t t h e w o r d s o f s en i o r Senator L i s t e r H i l l :

T h e ha r de s t , toughest and m e a n e s t figh t concerning
T V A o c c u r r e d dur ing t h i s t h e l a s t s e s s i o n o f Congress.
L i k e S t o newa l l J a c k s on o f o l d , Rep . Jones fought f o r
TVA .

In Washington, we c a l l h im ' " 'Mr. TVA ' !

T he second s e s s i o n of t h e 8 3 r d Congress began on January 6, 1954, and,
as usua l , Congressman Jones w a s in t he t h i c k of i t . These w e r e d i f fi c u l t
t i m e s indeed f o r t h e s u p p o r t e r s o f t h e Tennessee Va l l ey A u t h o r i t y a n d a l s o
f o r t he c o t t o n f a r m e r s s i nce t h eAdm i n i s t r a t i o n seemed t o be b l i n d t o t h e v i t a l
i n t e r e s t s o f b o t h o f t hese g r oups .

Secre ta ry B e n s o n i n s t i t u t e d a d r a s t i c c o t t o n a l lo tment p r o g r a m w h i c h i n
1 2 A l a b ama c o u n t i e s wo u l d n o t g i ve e a c h f a r m e r fi v e a c r e s o f c o t t o n , r e g a r d ‑
l e s s o f h o w m u c h he m a y have p lanted i n t he pas t . Cong ressman Jones, w i t h
Senators H i l l a nd Sparkman , fough t a rduous ly f o r an i n c r e a s e in t h e ac reage
a l lo tment f o r c o t t o nb u t t h e i r e f f o r t s w e r e l a rge l y i gno red b y t he Adm i n i s t r a ‑
t i o n a n d h a r d t i m e s i n t ens i fied f o r t he Sou the rn co t t on f a rme r s .



Senator Spa r kman a n d Cong ressman Jones c o n t i n u e d t h e i r e f f o r t s f o r an
e x t e n s i o n o f t h e R u r a l Hous ing A c t w h i c h p r o v i d e d funds and loans f o r b e t t e r
f a r m homes and s e r v i c e bu i ld ings. T he fi gu r e s demonst ra ted t h a t t h i s b i l l
w a s qu i t e successfu l . 19,000 f a r m f am i l i e s h a d p u t t h e m e a s u r e to good u s e
a n d y e t , i n A l a b ama alone, o v e r 9 9 p e r c e n t o f t h e b o r r owe r s w e r e e i t h e r u p ‑
t o - da t e o r a h e a d i n t h e i r r e p a y m e n t schedu le .

The b i t t e r a t t a c k o f t h e Adm in i s t r a t i o n aga ins t T V A w a s r enewed i n t h i s
sess i on a n d Rep. Jones p l a yed a r o l e o f cons i de r ab l e leadership i n defending
t he agency and keeping i n t a c t i t s e xce l l en t p r o g r am w h i c h h a d l a i d the g round ‑
w o r k f o r s o m u c h p r o g r e s s i n t h e va l l e y.

T h i s p e r i o d in the va l ley w a s m a r k e d by l ong a n d damaging droughts and
o n c e aga in the Congressman helped to m a k e drought assis tance a i d avai lab le.

At t h i s t i m e about h a l f of t h e e n t i r e k i lowatt ou tpu t of the T V A w a s u s e d
by the A t om i c Ene r g y Comm i s s i o n f a c i l i t i e s i n Oak Ridge and o t h e r a r e a s f o r
t h e v i t a l p u r p o s e o f n a t i o n a l defense‘

T he T VA r a t e s , o f c ou r se , w e r e cons iderab ly l o w e r t h a n those o f p r i v a t e
u t i l i t i e s a n d s a v e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t e no rmous s u m s c ompa r e d t o wha t i t w ou l d
h a v e had to p a y in the absence of TVA . In sp i t e o f t h i s t he Budget B u r e a u
d i r e c t e d the A B C to a c c e p t t h e D ixon-Yates p r o p o s a l to p r o v i d e t h e p ow e r f o r
t h e a t o m i c e n e r g y p l an t s a t Oak Ridge. T h i s is t h e Admin is t ra t ion w h i c h
c r i t i c i z e d T V A a s a F e d e r a l subsidy t o the 5 m i l l i o n people o f the va l ley. Ye t
i t d i d n o t hesi tate to e n t e r i n t o a con t r a c t w i t h these p r i v a t e p ow e r groups the
t e r m s of w h i c h p rov i ded that t he Dixon-Yates g r o up s wou l d invest only 5 p e r ‑
cen to f t he t o t a l c o s t - the r e s t they wou l d bor row. The cont ract a l so inc luded
a gove r nmen t gua ran tee o f a 9 p e r c e n t r e t u r n on t h e i r equ i ty a f t e r a l l taxes ,
including income t a x , w e r e pa id . Apparent ly "subs id ies " to 5 m i l l i o n people
w e r e undesirable. Howeve r, subsidies to a v e r y few w e r e somehow d i f f e ren t
and al together des i rab le accord ing to the "doub le - th ink " o f t h i s Repub l ican
Administration.

C l i che or n o t , t h e fac t r em a i n s tha t t h e Democra t i c P a r t y i s the p a r t y o f
t h e peop l e a n d the GO P is the s e r v a n t of s p e c i a l interests. Of cou r se , the
G O P be l ieves i t i s se r v i ng the peop le by serv ing the spec i a l i n te res ts - the
o l d r ou t i n e in t h i s c a s e wou l d be "wha t ‘ s good f o r D ixon -Ya tes i s good f o r the
c o u n t r y . ”

T h e bat t le r aged throughout t h i s sess i on of Congress a n d i n t o the nex t .
T he Dixon-Ya tes " d e a l ” w a s so r a n k t h a t the con t r a c t w a s eventual ly cance l l ed
and Memph i s dec i ded to c o n s t r u c t f a c i l i t i e s w h i c h w o u l d p rov i de t h e necessa r y
p ow e r a n d i t d i d s o w i t h o u t t h e g u a r a n t e e d p r o fi t a n d o t h e r benefi ts t h a t t he
Admin is t ra t ion extended to Dixon-Yates.

T h e Congressman t h a t L i s t e r H i l l c a l l e d M r . T VA ' s ummed up the who l e
m e s s in t h e fo l lowing manner :

Since taking o f fi c e , P res iden t E i s e nhowe r h a s f a i l e d
to r e q u e s t f unds to keep T VA ' s expans ion and g r o w t h
p r o po r t i o n a t e t o t he needs o f t h e peop le o f t he a r e a ;
h a s f a i l e d t o r e q u e s t funds t o p r o v i d e the T V A r e ‑
s ou r c e development p r o g r am ; h a s g i ven T V A t h e d e ‑
f amato ry charac te r i za t ion o f “ c r eep i ng s o c i a l i sm " ,
h a s f a i l e d t o r e - a p p o i n t G o r d o n Clapp, t h e ab l e a n d
consc ien t i ous T V A Boa r d Chairman. A n d fi n a l l y , t h e
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Senator Spa rkman a n d Cong ressman Jones c o n t i n u e d t h e i r e f f o r t s f o r an

e x t e n s i o n o f t h e R u r a l Housing A c t w h i c h p r o v i d e d funds a n d loans f o r b e t t e r
f a r m homes and s e r v i c e bu i ld ings. The figu res demonst ra ted t h a t t h i s b i l l
w a s qu i t e successfu l . 19,000 f a r m fam i l i e s h a d p u t t h e m e a s u r e to good u s e
a n d y e t , i n A l a b ama alone, o v e r 9 9 p e r c e n t o f t h e b o r r owe r s w e r e e i t h e r u p ‑
t o - da t e o r a h e a d i n t h e i r r e p a y m e n t schedu le .

T h e b i t t e r a t t a ck o f t h e Adm in i s t r a t i on against T VA wa s renewed i n t h i s
sess i on a n d Rep, Jones p l a yed a r o l e o f cons iderab le leadership in defending
t he agency and keeping i n t a c t i t s e x ce l l e n t p r o g r am w h i c h h a d l a i d the g r ound ‑
w o r k f o r s o m u c h p r o g r e s s i n t h e va l l e y.

T h i s p e r i o d in t h e va l l ey wa s ma r k e d by long and damaging droughts and
on c e aga in t he Congressman helped to make drought ass is tance a i d avai lable.

A t t h i s t i m e about h a l f o f t h e e n t i r e k i lowat t output o f the T VA w a s used
by the A t om i c Ene r g y Comm i s s i o n f a c i l i t i e s i n Oak Ridge and o t h e r a r e a s f o r
t he v i t a l pu r pose o f na t i ona l defense.

T h e T VA r a t e s , of c ou r se , w e r e considerably l o w e r t h a n those of p r i v a t e
u t i l i t i e s a n d saved t h e g o v e r n m e n t e no rmous s u m s c ompa r e d t o wha t i t w ou l d
h a v e h a d to p a y in t he absence of TVA . In sp i t e of t h i s t he Budget Bu reau
d i rec ted t h e A E C to a c c e p t t h e D ixon-Ya tes p r o p o s a l to p r o v i d e t h e p ow e r f o r
t h e a t o m i c ene rgy p lan ts a t O a k Ridge. T h i s i s t h e Admin i s t ra t i on w h i c h
c r i t i c i z e d T V A a s a F e d e r a l subsidy t o t h e 5 m i l l i o n peop le o f t h e va l l e y. Ye t
i t d i d n o t hes i t a t e t o e n t e r i n t o a c o n t r a c t w i t h these p r i v a t e p o w e r g r oups the
t e r m s of w h i c h p r o v i d e d t ha t t h e Dixon-Yates groups wou l d inves t on l y 5 p e r ‑
c e n t o f t h e t o t a l c o s t - t h e r e s t they wou l d bor row. The con t r a c t a l s o i n c l u d ed
a g o v e r nm e n t gua ran tee o f a 9 p e r c e n t r e t u r n o n t h e i r equ i t y a f t e r a l l t a x e s ,
inc luding i n c ome t a x , w e r e pa i d . Appa r en t l y ' ' s u b s i d i e s " t o 5 m i l l i o n people
w e r e undesirable. Howeve r, subs id i es t o a v e r y f ew w e r e somehow d i f f e r e n t
a n d a l toge ther d e s i r a b l e accord ing to t he ' ' doub le - th ink" o f t h i s Repub l i c an
Administration.

C l i che or n o t , t h e f a c t r e m a i n s tha t t h e Democra t i c P a r t y i s the p a r t y o f
t he peop l e a n d t h e G O P is the s e r v a n t of s p e c i a l interests. Of cou r se , the
G O P be l ieves i t i s se rv ing the peop le by se r v i ng the spe c i a l i n te res ts - the
o l d r o u t i n e in t h i s c a s e w o u l d be " w h a t ' s good f o r D ixon-Ya tes is good f o r t h e
c o u n t r y. "

T h e bat t le r a ged throughout t h i s sess i on of Congress a n d i n t o the n e x t ,
T h e D ixon-Ya tes ' d e a l ' ' w a s so r a n k t h a t the con t rac t w a s eventual ly cance l led
and Memph is dec ided to c o n s t r u c t f ac i l i t i es w h i c h wou l d p r o v i d e t h e necessary
p owe r a n d i t d i d s o w i t hou t t he g u a r a n t e e d p r o fi t a n d o t h e r benefits t h a t t he
Administrat ion ex tended to Dixon-Yates.

T h e Congressman t ha t L i s t e r H i l l c a l l e d M r . TVA ' s u mm e d up the whole
m e s s in t h e fo l lowing manner:

Since taking o f fice , P res i den t E i senhower h a s f a i l e d
to r e q u e s t funds to keep T VA ' s expans ion and g r ow t h
p r o p o r t i o n a t e t o t he needs o f t h e peop l e o f the a r e a ;
h a s f a i l e d t o r e q u e s t funds t o p r o v i d e the T V A r e ‑
sou r c e development p r o g r am ; h a s g iven T V A the d e ‑
famatory charac te r i za t ion o f "c reep ing s o c i a l i sm " ,
h a s f a i l e d t o r e - a p p o i n t G o r d o n Clapp, t h e ab l e a n d
consc ien t ious T V A B o a r d Chairman. A n d fi n a l l y , t h e
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m o s t r e c e n t s lap a t T V A is the d i rec t i ve Wh ich t h e
P res i den t h i m s e l f i s s u e d to the A t o m i c Ene rgy C o m ‑
m i s s i o n t h a t t h i s a g e n c y,o v e r i t s o w n p r o t e s t s , shou ld
con t r a c t w i t h p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s companies f o r a l a r g e
am o u n t o f e l e c t r i c p ow e r to be de l i ve red to t h e T V A
s o m e 250 m i l e s o r m o r e away. T h e c o n t r a c t , i f s igned
would m e a n t ha t o v e r t he m i n i m u m pe r i o d o f t h e c o n ‑
t r a c t t h e excess t o t he go v e r nmen t f o r t h i s p owe r
f r o m t h i s p r i v a t e s o u r c e w o u l d b e o v e r $92 m i l l i o n a t
t he v e r y m in imum.

T h e A t om i c Ene r g y C omm i s s i o n i s be ing u s e d a s a
r e l u c t a n t p owe r b r o k e r b y t h e P r e s i d e n t t o p r o v e t h a t
t h i s Adm in i s t r a t i on l ooks upon p r i va t e p ow e r o p e r a ‑
t i o n s w i t h a favorab le eye. I t i s a s hame f u l s t o r y o f
g r eed and vena l i t y. I t is a s t o r y of cunning specula tors
w i t h a bo l d p l a n to obta in a " f a s t b u c k " w h i l e ac t ing in
t o t a l d i s r e g a r d f o r t h e p ub l i c i n te res t .

T r o u b l e d b y t h e droughts t ha t w e r e damaging h i s a r e a and la rge a r e a s o f
t h e na t i on , t h e Congressman d i d m o r e t han j u s t seek a i d to a l l e v i a t e the
effects of the condit ion. He sought to so l ve t h e p r o b l e m by s t r i k ing at i t s
cause . The r e s u l t w a s t h a t w i t h Senator L i s t e r H i l l h e i n t r o duced a b i l l t h a t
wou l d encourage i r r i g a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s development t h rough l o n g - t e rm loans
and ass i s tanceby the U.S. Department o f Ag r i cu l t u re to f a r m e r g roups , s o i l ‑
conse rva t i on d i s t r i c t s , mun i c i pa l i t i e s and o t h e r pub l i c bodies organized f o r
the purpose of c a r r y i n g o u t i r r i g a t i o n p ro j ec t s . Unfortunately, Congress
adjourned be fo re consider ing the b i l l .

T h e Congressman was ac t i v e on many o t h e r f r on t s dur ing t h i s session.

He suppo r ted educa t i ona l a i d to c h i l d r e n o f s e r v i c e m e n who d i e d dur ing
Wo r l d Wa r I I and the K o r e a n c o n fl i c t ; h e u r ged a p e r m i t w h i c h wou l d p rov i de
f o r a t e r m o f c o u r t f o r t h e No r t h e a s t e r n D i v i s i o n t o b e h e l d a t H u n t s v i l l e a n d
Deca tu r ; sought a n amendmen t t o t h e S e r v i c eman ‘ s Readjustment A c t o f 1944
wh i c h wou l d p u t l o a n s t o f a r m housing onequa l t e r m s w i t h r e s i d e n t i a l housing;
and i n t r o duced an amendmen t t o t he c o t t o n ma r ke t i n g quo ta p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e
A g r i c u l t u r a l A d j u s tmen t A c t o f 1938 inc reas i ng c o t t o n ac reage .

One o f t h e m o s t s i g n i fi c an t a c comp l i s hmen t s o f Cong r e s sman Jones and
o n e wh i c h conce r n s m o s t d i r e c t l y t h e 8th D i s t r i c t o f A l a bama w a s t he a u t h o r i ‑
za t i on of t h e fl o o d c o n t r o l and drainage p r o j e c t f o r P a i n t R o c k R i v e r , w h i c h
w a s adopted by t h e Congress i n t he F l o o dCon t r o l A c t o f 1954. T h e i n t e res t i ng
a spe c t o f t h i s p r o j e c t i s t h a t i t w a s r e c ommended b y the Ch i e f o f Eng inee rs ,
t h e Secre ta ry o f t h e A r m y and the B u r e a u o f t h e Budget on the b a s i s tha t l o c a l
i n t e r e s t s cont r ibute in c a s h 50 p e r c e n t o f t h e c o s t o f t he p r o j e c t a l located to
so - c a l l e d l a n d enhancement o r m a j o r d ra inage . T h i s c on t r i b u t i o n w a s o v e r
a n d above t h e l o c a l c o n t r i b u t i o n f o r l a n d a n d r i g h t s o f w a y w h i c h a r e n o r m a l
i n fl o o d con t r o l p r o j e c t s .

Cong r e s sman Jone s opposed t h i s r e c ommenda t i o n a n d m a d e a s t r o ng p r e ‑
sen t a t i o n t o the c o mm i t t e e du r i n g i t s c ons i de r a t i o n o f t h e m a t t e r d emons t r a t i n g
t h a t t h e r e w a s no fundamenta l d i f fe rence be tween l a n d enhancement , m a j o r
drainage, and flood c o n t r o l a n d t ha t s i nce the F e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t w a s a u t h o r ‑
i z e d t o pa r t i c i p a t e 100 pe r c en t i n t h e c on s t r u c t i o n c o s t o f fl o o d c o n t r o l p r o j e c t s
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m o s t r e cen t s lap a t T V A i s the d i r e c t i v e w h i c h t he

P res i den t h i m s e l f i s sued to the A t o m i c Ene r g y C o m ‑
m i s s i o n t h a t t h i s a g e n c y,o v e r i t s o w n p r o t e s t s , shou ld
c on t r a c t w i t h p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s companies f o r a l a r g e
am o u n t o f e l e c t r i c p o w e r to be de l i ve red to t h e T V A
s o m e 250 m i l e s o r m o r e away. The con t r a c t , i f s igned
wou l d m e a n t ha t o v e r t h e m i n i m um pe r i o d o f t he c o n ‑
t r a c t t h e excess to t h e gove rnmen t f o r t h i s powe r
f r o m t h i s p r i v a t e s o u r c e wou l d b e o v e r $92 m i l l i o n a t
the v e r y m i n i m u m ,

T h e A t o m i c Ene rgy Comm i s s i o n i s being used a s a
re l u c t an t p ow e r b r o k e r b y t he P res i den t t o p r o v e t h a t
t h i s Adm in i s t r a t i on l ooks upon p r i va t e powe r o p e r a ‑
t i ons w i t h a favo rab le eye . I t i s a s h ame f u l s t o r y o f
g reed and venal i ty. I t is a s t o r y of cunning specula tors
w i t h a b o l d p lan to obta in a ' ' f a s t b u c k " w h i l e act ing in
t o t a l d i s rega rd f o r t h e pub l i c i n t e r e s t ,

Troub led by t h e droughts tha t w e r e damaging h i s a r e a and la rge a r e a s o f
t h e na t i on , t h e Congressman d i d m o r e t han j u s t seek a i d to a l l ev ia te the
effects of t he condi t ion. He sought to so lve t he p r o b l em by s t r i k i ng at i t s
cause. T h e r e s u l t w a s t h a t w i t h Senator L i s t e r H i l l he in t roduced a b i l l t h a t
wou l d encourage i r r i g a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s development t h r ough l o n g - t e r m l oans
and a s s i s t a n c eb y t h e U . S , Depar tment o f A g r i c u l t u r e t o f a r m e r g r o u p s , s o i l ‑
c o n s e r v a t i o n d i s t r i c t s , mun i c i pa l i t i e s and o t h e r pub l i c bod ies o rgan i zed f o r
the p u r p o s e of c a r r y i n g o u t i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t s . Unfor tunately, Congress
ad jou rned be fo re cons ide r i ng t h e b i l l .

T h e Congressman w a s a c t i v e on m a n y o t h e r f r o n t s du r i ng t h i s sess ion.

He suppor ted edu ca t i o n a l a i d t o c h i l d r e n o f s e r v i c emen w h o d i e d du r i n g
Wo r l d W a r I l a n d t h e K o r e a n confl i c t ; h e urged a p e r m i t w h i c h w o u l d p r o v i d e
f o r a t e r m o f c o u r t f o r t h e No r t h e a s t e r n D i v i s i o n t o b e h e l d a t H u n t s v i l l e a n d
Deca t u r ; sought a n amendmen t t o the S e r v i c ema n ' s Read jus tmen t A c t o f 1944
wh i c h wou l d p u t l oans t o f a r m housing onequa l t e r m s w i t h r e s i d e n t i a l housing;
and i n t r o du ced an amendmen t t o t h e c o t t o n ma r k e t i n g quota p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e
A g r i c u l t u r a l A d j u s tmen t A c t o f 1938 inc reas i ng c o t t o n ac reage .

One o f t h e m o s t s i g n i fi can t a c comp l i s hmen t s o f Congressman Jones and
o n e w h i c h con ce r n s m o s t d i r e c t l y t h e 8th D i s t r i c t o f A l a bama w a s the a u t h o r i ‑
za t i o n of t h e fl o o d c o n t r o l and drainage p ro j ec t f o r P a i n t Roc k R i v e r , w h i c h
w a s adopted by the Congress in the F l o o dC o n t r o l A c t o f 1954, T h e in te res t i ng
a spec t o f t h i s p r o j e c t i s t h a t i t w a s r e commended by the Ch i e f o f Eng ineers ,
the Secre ta ry o f t h e A r m y and the B u r e a u o f t h e Budget on the bas is tha t l o c a l
i n t e r e s t s cont r ibu te in c a s h 50 pe r c e n t o f t h e c o s t o f the p r o j e c t a l located to
so -ca l l ed l a n d enhancement o r m a j o r dra inage. T h i s con t r i bu t i on w a s o v e r
a n d above t h e l o c a l con t r i bu t i on f o r l a n d and r i g h t s o f w a y w h i c h a r e n o r m a l
i n flood c o n t r o l p r o j e c t s ,

Cong ressman Jones opposed t h i s recoznmenda t ion a n d m a d e a s t r o n g p r e ‑
s e n t a t i o n t o the comm i t t e e du r i n g i t s c ons i de r a t i o n o f t h e m a t t e r demons t r a t i n g
t h a t t h e r e w a s no fundamen ta l d i f f e rence be tween l a n d enhancemen t , m a j o r
drainage, and flood c o n t r o l a nd t h a t s i nce the F e d e r a l g o v e r nme n t w a s a u t h o r ‑
i z e d t o pa r t i c i p a t e 100 pe r c en t i n t h e c on s t r u c t i o n co s t o f fl o o d c o n t r o l p r o j e c t s



t h i s shou ld a l s o app ly t o m a j o r dra inage. H i s p r e s e n t a t i o n c o n v i n c e d the
c o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f t h e r e p o r t i n g o f fi c i a l s shou ld b e o v e r ‑
r i d d e n a n d i t a u t h o r i z e d t h e p r o j e c t o n t h e b a s i s o f n o c a s h c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m
l o c a l i n t e r e s t s . T h i s n o t o n l y r e s u l t e d i n a sav ing o f m o r e t h a n a h a l f - m i l l i o n
d o l l a r s to l o c a l i n t e r e s t s a long the P a i n t R o c k R i v e r b u t , i n e f fec t , rep resen ted
t h e d i f f e r e n c e be tween a feas ib le p r o j e c t a n d n o p r o j e c t a t a l l because i t i s
v e r y doubt fu l i f the financ ia l pos i t i on o f t h e l o c a l people would have p e r m i t t e d
t h e m to r a i s e t h i s s u m of m o n e y in add i t ion to t h e c o s t s o f l a n d a n d r i g h t s o f
w a y a n d the n e c e s s a r y u p s t r e a m drainage w o r k w h i c h they have t o p r o v i d e t o
take f u l l advantage of t h e m a i n F e d e r a l p r o j e c t . T h e benefi ts to be d e r i v e d
c a n e a s i l y be visual ized. F r o m 1936 to 1952, 1 3 4 fl o o d s o c c u r r e d s e r i o u s
enough t o c a u s e s o m e damage t o c r o p s , inc luding 5 3 fl o o d s o f m a j o r p r o p o r t i o n .

O n the l i g h t e r s i d e o f t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e , t h e C o n g r e s s m a n ' s r e c o r d w a s
equal ly dist inguished. H i s p lay in t h e a n n u a l C o n g r e s s i o n a l b a l l - g a m e e a r n e d
the fo l lowing p r a i s e f r o m R e p . Her long, the Democra t i c t e a m manager :

I w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e w o r k o f R e p .
Jones of Alabama. He c o u l d ac tua l l y b e n d o v e r and
p i c k up a ground b a l l . He c o u l d a lso t h r o w f r o m t h i r d
t o  fi r s t .

I f Rep. H e r l o n g had checked w i t h t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , h e w o u l d p r o b a b l y
h a v e d i s c o v e r e d t h a t Jones possesses a n e x c e l l e n t c u r v e b a l l a s w e l l .

On January 5, 1955, the l s t s e s s i o n of the 8 4 t h Congress convened. It
became a p p a r e n t a l m o s t immediately t h a t t h e ba t t l e f o r T V A w a s to continue
as fur ious ly as be fo re . T h e P res i den t recommended a 100 m i l l i o n do l l a r
r e d u c t i o n i n the T V A ‘ s operat ing p r o g r a m . Such a n enormous reduct ion would
in the w o r d s of Sena to r Sparkman “ b r i n g about the death of TVA." Rep. Jones
s a i d the budget "const i tu tes an u n r e s t r a i n e d vengeance n o t only against the
T V A a s a g o v e r n m e n t agency b u t against a n e n t i r e r e g i o n o f o u r r e p u b l i c . “

At t h i s t i m e , t h e Congressman w a s made Cha i rman of t h e subcommit tee
on P u b l i c Bu i ld ings a n d Grounds of t h e Pub l i c W o r k s Committee. He a l s o
s e r v e d on the impo r tan t Gove rnmen t Opera t ions Commit tee.

Senator Spa rkman a n d Congressman J o n e s m o v e d f o r a r e - e n a c t m e n t o f
the R u r a l F a r m Housing A c t t h a t they h a d p r e v i o u s l y s p o n s o r e d . The y e a r
be fo re Congress extended the p r o g r a m b u t P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r a n d S e c r e ‑
t a r y B e n s o nv i r t u a l l y l e t t h e p r o g r a m d i e i n s p i t e o f t h e f a c t t h a t they w e r e
w e l l a w a r e t h a t 7 5 p e r c e n t o f a l l f a r m houses s t i l l l acked h o t w a t e r , p r i v a t e
baths, a n d t o i l e t fac i l i t ies . T h i s w a s a l s o e x t r e m e l y unfor tunates ince v i r t u a l l y
a l l l o a n s extended u n d e r t h i s A c t w e r e b e i n g r e p a i d on t i m e a n d m a n y a h e a d
of schedule.

T h i s w a s , inc identa l ly, t h e s a m e y e a r that t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n proposed
t h e m u l t i - b i l l i o n d o l l a r highway p r o g r a m . T h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t h e Repub ‑
l i c a n m e m b e r s o f Congress apparen t l y f e l t t h a t w h i l e we c o u l d a f f o r d b i l l i o n s
f o r r o a d s , w e couldn‘t a f f o r d t o m a k e a v a i l a b l e s e v e r a l m i l l i o n s i n l o a n s t o
p r o v i d e s a n i t a r y a n d decen t l i v i n g condit ions on A m e r i c a ' s fa rms .

In l i n e w i t h t h e aforement ioned a t t i t u d e of t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w a s i t s
p roposa l t h a t t h e s c h o o l l unch program be reduced by $15,000,000. Rep. Jones
strongly c r i t i c i z e d t h i s m o v e and p r o m i s e d t o d o a l l i n h i s p o w e r t o s e e t h a t
t h e funds w e r e res to red .
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t h i s shou ld a l s o app ly t o m a j o r dra inage. H i s p r e s e n t a t i o n c o n v i n c e d the
c o m m i t t e e t h a t t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f t h e r e p o r t i n g o f fic i a l s s h o u l d b e o v e r ‑
r i d d e n a n d i t a u t h o r i z e d the p r o j e c t o n t h e b a s i s o f n o c a s h c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m
l o c a l i n t e r e s t s . T h i s n o t on ly r e s u l t e d i n a sav ing o f m o r e than a h a l f - m i l l i o n
d o l l a r s t o l o c a l i n t e r e s t s a long t h e P a i n t R o c k R i v e r b u t , i n e f f e c t , r e p r e s e n t e d
the d i f f e r e n c e between a feas ib le p r o j e c t a n d n o p r o j e c t a t a l l because i t i s
v e r y doubt fu l i f t h e fi n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e l o c a l people w o u l d have p e r m i t t e d
t h e m to r a i s e t h i s s u m of money in add i t i on to the c o s t s o f l a n d and r i g h t s o f
w a y a n d t h e n e c e s s a r y u p s t r e a m drainage w o r k w h i c h they have t o p r o v i d e t o
take f u l l advantage of t h e m a i n F e d e r a l p r o j e c t . T h e benefi ts to be de r i ved
c a n eas i l y be visual ized. F r o m 1936 to 1952, 134 floods o c c u r r e d s e r i o u s
enough t o c a u s e s o m e damage t o c r o p s , including 5 3 floods o f m a j o r p r o p o r t i o n ,

On the l i g h t e r s i d e o f t h e p o l i t i c a l s c e n e , theCongressman 's r e c o r d w a s
equal ly distinguished, H i s p l a y in t h e annua l Congress ional b a l l - g a m e e a r n e d
the fol lowing p r a i s e f r o m Rep . Her long, t h e Democrat ic t e a m manager :

I w a s pa r t i cu l a r l y imp ressed w i t h t h e w o r k o f Rep .
Jones of Alabama. He c o u l d ac tua l l y b e n d o v e r a n d
p i c k up a ground b a l l . He c o u l d a l s o t h r o w f r o m t h i r d
t o  fi r s t .

I f Rep. H e r l o n g had checked w i t h t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , h e w o u l d p robab ly
have d i s c o v e r e d t h a t Jones p o s s e s s e s a n e x c e l l e n t c u r v e b a l l a s w e l l .

On January 5, 1955, the l s t s e s s i o n of t h e 84th Congress convened. It
became a p p a r e n t a l m o s t immedia te ly t h a t t h e bat t le f o r T V A w a s to cont inue
a s fu r ious ly a s be fo re . The P r e s i d e n t r e c o m m e n d e d a 100 m i l l i o n d o l l a r
r e d u c t i o n i n t h e T V A ' s opera t ing p r o g r a m . Such a n e n o r m o u s reduc t i on w o u l d
in t h e w o r d s o f Senator Sparkman ' ' b r i n g about the d e a t h o f T VA . " Rep, Jones
s a i d t h e budget ' ' c o n s t i t u t e s a n u n r e s t r a i n e d v e n g e a n c e n o t o n l y a g a i n s t t h e
T V A a s a g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c y b u t aga ins t a n e n t i r e r e g i o n o f o u r r e p u b l i c . "

At t h i s t i m e , t h e Congressman w a s made c h a i r m a n of t h e subcommit tee
on P u b l i c Bu i ld ings a n d Grounds of t h e Pub l i c W o r k s Committee. He a l s o
s e r v e d on the i m p o r t a n t Gove rnmen t Opera t i ons Commit tee.

Senator S p a r k m a n a n d Congressman Jones m o v e d f o r a r e - e n a c t m e n t o f
the R u r a l F a r m Housing A c t t h a t they h a d p r e v i o u s l y s p o n s o r e d . The y e a r
b e f o r e Congress ex tended t h e p r o g r a m b u t P r e s i d e n t E i senhower a n d S e c r e ‑
t a r y Benson v i r t u a l l y l e t t h e p r o g r a m d i e i n sp i te o f t h e f a c t t h a t they w e r e
w e l l a w a r e tha t 7 5 p e r c e n t o f a l l f a r m houses s t i l l l acked h o t w a t e r , p r i v a t e
baths, a n d t o i l e t fac i l i t i es . T h i s w a s a l s o ex t reme ly unfortunate s ince v i r t u a l l y
a l l l oans ex tended u n d e r t h i s A c t w e r e be ing repa id on t i m e a n d m a n y a h e a d
of schedule.

T h i s w a s , inc identa l ly, the s a m e y e a r tha t the Admin is t ra t i on proposed
t h e m u l t i - b i l l i o n d o l l a r highway p r o g r a m , T h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t h e Repub ‑
l i c a n m e m b e r s of Congress apparent ly f e l t tha t w h i l e we cou ld a f f o r d b i l l i o n s
f o r r o a d s , w e couldn't a f f o r d t o m a k e a v a i l a b l e s e v e r a l m i l l i o n s i n l o a n s t o
p r o v i d e s a n i t a r y a n d decent l i v i n g condit ions on A m e r i c a ' s f a r m s .

In l i n e w i t h the aforement ioned a t t i t u d e of t h e Admin is t ra t i on w a s i t s
p roposa l t h a t t h e s c h o o l l unch program be reduced by $15,000,000. Rep, Jones
strongly c r i t i c i z e d t h i s m o v e and p r o m i s e d t o d o a l l i n h i s p o w e r t o s e e t h a t
t h e funds w e r e res to red .
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Throughout h i s y e a r s in Congress, t h e Represen ta t i ve h a s been an arden t
s u p p o r t e r o f t he R u r a l E l e c t r i fi c a t i o n Administrat ion. The t a s k f o r c e o f t h e
Hoover Comm i s s i o n r e c ommended a t t h i s t i m e t h a t R E A be abo l i s h e d and t h e
co - o p s be r e q u i r e d to depend en t i re l y u p o n p r i v a t e financing f o r t h e i r expansion
- a ” g i v e - away " o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t ‘ s equ i ty i n i t s p r e s e n t invesu'nent w a s a l s o
i n vo l v ed in t h i s p lan. Congressman Jones ' s t a t emen t rega rd ing t h i s p r o p o s a l
fol lows in p a r t :

R E A ha s done m o r e than e lec t r i f y r u r a l Amer i ca . I t
has imp r o ved the efficiency and produc t i v i t y o f o u r
f a r m s and h a s r a i s e d t h e s t anda r d o f l i v i n g f o r f a r m
peop le . I t h i n k i t i s o n e o f t h e m o s t va l uab l e p r o ‑
g r ams o u r Government has e v e r undertaken, ema i l
w i l l do a l l i n my p ow e r to s e e t h a t i t i s con t i nued
w i thou t impa i rmen t .

T he Hoove r Commiss ion a l s o r e c ommended t h a t t he Commodity C r e d i t
Corpora t ion be r e - o r gan i z ed . T h e r e - o r gan i z a t i o n ca l led f o r adiscontinuance
o f advance paymen t s f o r commod i t i es p laced in the loan and p r o p o s e d only
p u r c h a s e a g r e emen t s w i t h p r o d u c e r s . Jones calculated tha t t h e Hoover p lan ,
i f adopted, wou l d destroy o rd i na r y market ing of p roduc t s c a r r i e d on by the
f a rm e r s and the CCC and s t r ong l y u r ged t h a t t he p r o p o s a l s be disregarded.

Secretary Benson decided dur ing th is sess ion that t he i n t e res t r a t e s on
d i sas te r loans shou ld be r a i s e d f r o m 3 to 5 p e r c e n t . He gave as h i s j u s t i fi ‑
ca t i on - " t o p r e v e n t abuse o f the l o a n p r i v i l ege by f a rme r s able to qual i fy f o r
p r i v a t e c r ed i t “ . Benson rema r ked , "We w i l l have f ewe r people t r y i ng t o ge t
Fa rmers Home Adminis t ra t ion loans at the 5 p e r c e n t r a t e " . Congressman
Jones charged tha t t h i s was s imp ly another ind ica t ion that Benson d i d n o t
understand the d isas te r s i tuat ions a n d had no fa i t h in the adm in i s t r a t i v e ab i l i t y
of h i s own Department and the coun t y c omm i t t e e s wh i c h p r o c e s s e d and analyzed
the d isas ter loans. The Representa t ive in t roduced a b i l l w h i c h c a l l e d f o r 3
p e r c e n t in terest on such loans.

The House passed a n i r r i g a t i o n b i l l w h i c h p r o v i d e d $106 m i l l i o n i n funds
f o r loans t o l o c a l agencies f o r t he c o n s t r u c t i o n o f s m a l l wa t e r - s upp l y p r o j e c t s .
An amendment o f f e r ed by Congressman Jones w a s adopted giv ing the Se c r e ‑
t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e p r o g r a m i n t h e 3 2 sou t h e r n and
e a s t e r n s ta tes . T h e Congressman r em a r k e d on the adopt ion of h i s am e n d ‑
men t : " I w a s v e r y p l eased t ha t my amendment w a s adopted so t h a t t h e peop le
i n the South and o t h e r a r e a s c a n have the benefi t o f t hese i r r i g a t i o n loans
along w i t h w e s t e r n r ec l ama t i on s t a t es . “

Rep. Jones , as c h a i r m a n of t h e H o u s e P u b l i c Works sub-committee on
Pu b l i c Bu i ld ings a n d Grounds , sponso red a b i l l au thor iz ing con s t r u c t i o n o f a
Museum of H i s t o r y and Technology to r e l i e v e the a c u t e shortage of space
wh i c h the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n w a s experiencing.

The H o o v e r Comm i s s i o n a l s o p r oposed t ha t t o l l s be l e v i e d on e v e r y
nav igab le r i v e r in the c o u n t r y. T o l l r a t e s w e r e to be based on shipping tonnage
a n d t he depreciated v a l u e o f f e de r a l i n v e s tmen t i n e x i s t i n gnav i g a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s .
T h e r e g i o n wou l d have s u f f e r e d g r e a t e conom i c l o s s u n d e r t h i s s cheme since
T VA ' s t o t a l inves tment in t he Tennessee R i v e r nav iga t ion fac i l i t ies is $158
m i l l i o n .
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Throughout h i s y e a r s in Congress, t h e Represen ta t i ve h a s b e e n an arden t
s u p p o r t e r o f t h e R u r a l E l e c t r i fi c a t i o n Administ rat ion. T h e t a s k f o r c e o f t h e
H o o v e r C o m m i s s i o n r e c o m m e n d e d a t t h i s t i m e t h a t R E A b e a b o l i s h e d a n d t h e
c o - o p s be r e q u i r e d todepend en t i re l y u p o n p r i v a t e financing f o r t h e i r expans ion
-a ' 'give-away'" of t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s equ i ty in i t s p r e s e n t inves tment w a s a l s o
i n v o l v e d in t h i s p lan . Congressman Jones' s ta tement rega rd ing t h i s p r o p o s a l
fo l lows in p a r t :

R E A h a s done m o r e than e lec t r i f y r u r a l Amer i ca . I t
has i m p r o v e d the efficiency and produc t i v i t y o f o u r
f a r m s a n d has r a i s e d t h e s tandard o f l i v i ng f o r f a r m
peop le . I t h ink i t i s o n e of t h e m o s t va luab le p r o ‑
g r a m s o u r Government has e v e r undertaken, a n d I
w i l l do a l l in my p o w e r to s e e tha t i t is cont inued
wi thout i m p a i r m e n t .

T h e H o o v e r Commiss ion a l s o r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t t h e Commodi ty C r e d i t
C o r p o r a t i o n b e r e - o r g a n i z e d , T h e r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d f o r adiscontinuance
of advance p a y m e n t s f o r commod i t ies p laced in the l o a n and p r o p o s e d o n l y
p u r c h a s e a g r e e m e n t s w i t h p r o d u c e r s , Jones calculated t h a t t h e H o o v e r p lan ,
i f adopted, w o u l d destroy o rd ina ry market ing of p roduc t s c a r r i e d on by t h e
f a r m e r s a n d t h e C C C a n d s t r o n g l y u r g e d t h a t the p r o p o s a l s be disregarded,

Secre ta ry B e n s o n dec ided dur ing t h i s s e s s i o n t h a t the i n t e r e s t r a t e s on
d isas te r l o a n s shou ld be r a i s e d f r o m 3 to 5 p e r c e n t . He gave as h i s j u s t i fi ‑
ca t i on - ' ' t o p r e v e n t abuse o f t h e l o a n p r i v i l ege by fa rmers ab le to qua l i f y f o r
p r i v a t e c r e d i t " . B e n s o n r e m a r k e d , ' ' W e w i l l have f e w e r people t r y i n g t o get
F a r m e r s H o m e Admin is t ra t ion loans at t h e 5 p e r c e n t r a t e ' ’ . Congressman
Jones charged tha t t h i s w a s s imp l y a n o t h e r ind ica t ion that B e n s o n d i d n o t
understandt h e d isas te r s i t u a t i o n s a n d h a d no f a i t h in t h e administ rat ive a b i l i t y
o f h i s o w n D e p a r t m e n t a n d t h e coun t yc o m m i t t e e s w h i c h p r o c e s s e d a n d analyzed
t h e d isas te r l o a n s , The Representa t ive in t roduced a b i l l w h i c h c a l l e d f o r 3
p e r c e n t i n t e r e s t o n s u c h loans.

The H o u s e p a s s e d a n i r r i g a t i o n b i l l w h i c h p r o v i d e d $106 m i l l i o n i n f u n d s
f o r loans to localagencies f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of s m a l l w a t e r - s u p p l y p r o j e c t s .
An amendment o f f e r e d by Congressman Jones w a s adopted g iv ing t h e S e c r e ‑
t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e p r o g r a m i n t h e 3 2 s o u t h e r n a n d
e a s t e r n states. T h e Congressman r e m a r k e d on t h e adopt ion of h i s a m e n d ‑
m e n t : ' ' l w a s v e r y p leased t h a t my amendment w a s adopted so tha t t h e peop le
i n t h e South a n d o t h e r a r e a s c a n h a v e t h e benefi t o f t h e s e i r r i g a t i o n loans
along w i t h w e s t e r n r e c l a m a t i o n states.!!

Rep. Jones, as c h a i r m a n of t h e H o u s e P u b l i c Wo r k s sub-committee on
P u b l i c Bui ld ings a n d Grounds, s p o n s o r e da b i l l author iz ing c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a
M u s e u m of H i s t o r y a n d Technology to r e l i e v e the acu te shortage of space
w h i c h t h e Smi thsonian I n s t i t u t i o n w a s exper ienc ing,

T h e H o o v e r C o m m i s s i o n a l s o p r o p o s e d t h a t t o l l s b e l e v i e d o n e v e r y
nav igab le r i v e r in the c o u n t r y. T o l l r a t e s w e r e to be based on sh ipp ing tonnage
a n d t h e depreciated v a l u e of f e d e r a l i nves tmen t in ex is t ing navigation facilities.
T h e r e g i o n w o u l d h a v e s u f f e r e d g r e a t e c o n o m i c l o s s under t h i s scheme since
T VA ' s t o t a l inves tment in t h e Tennessee R i v e r nav iga t ion fac i l i t i es is $158
m i l l i o n ,
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J o n e s pointed o u t t h a t t h e navigable s t r e a m s of t he U.S. have been m a i n ‑
ta ined by t h e f ede ra l government to encou rage t r a de and c omme r c e s ince t h e
days of Geo r g e Washington, and t h a t s u c h a scheme wou ld be j u s t as p laus ib le
a n d j u s t as sensible as cha rg i ng t o l l s on e v e r y h ighway in the Un i t e d S ta tes .
J ones , a membe r o f t h e c omm i t t e e w h i c h wou l d ha ve j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e
p lan, pred ic ted i t wou l d be overwhelming ly defeated.

I t w a s qui te appa ren t t o t h e people a n d the po l i t i c i ans o f t he Tennessee
Va l l e y t h a t t he Adm in i s t r a t i on h a d t he ob jec t i ve o f des t r o y i ng t he T V A and i t
w a s a l s o apparent t h a t a g rea t e f f o r t i n m a n y fi e l d s w a s n e c e s s a r y i f the
agency w a s to be preserved and pro tec ted . Someth ing h a d to be done. C o n ‑
g ressman Jones and Cong ressman C l i f f o r d Dav i s c a m e up w i t h the solut ion:
se l f - financ i ng . T h e y in t roduced a b i l l 'm the House w h i c h wou l d enab le T V A
to finance t h e cons t ruc t ion o f n e w p owe r p l an t s t h rough the i s s u a n c e o f r e v e n u e
bonds i n s t e ad o f r e l y i n g en t i r e l y on appropr ia t ions . Under t h i s p lan , t h e T V A
budget s t i l l w o u l d b e sub j e c t t o t h e same r e v i ew a n d s c r u t i n y b y t h e B u r e a u
o f t h e Budge t and by the Congress tha t the budgets o f a l l o t h e r co rpo ra t i ons
r e c e i v e , b u t a t t he s a m e t i m e t h e T V A B o a r d wou l d have t h e deg ree o f fl e x i ‑
b i l i t y n e c e s s a r y to m e e t i t s respons ib i l i t ies f o r ma in t a i n i ng a suffic ient p o w e r
supp ly. A l s o , t h e i n v e s t m e n t o f t h e t a xpaye r s i n t h e T V A p o w e r p l an t wou l d
be f u l l y p ro tec ted by a p r o v i s i o n r e q u i r i n g paymen t i n t o t h e T r e a s u r y o f an
annua l r e t u r n equa l to t h e government ‘s c o s t of m o n e y.

The so lu t ion w a s n ow ava i l a b l e . T he p rob lem was gett ing th is legis lat ion
p a s t an Admin is t ra t ion wh i c h w a s completely hos t i l e and unreasonable on the
sub jec t of T VA and publ ic p owe r in general.

In h i s r o l e as c h a i r m a n of t he P u b l i c Bu i ld ings and Grounds sub - com ‑
m i t t e e , the Representat ive p u t through a b i l l author iz ing const ruc t ion of s ome
n e c e s s a r y Fede r a l o ffice bu i l d i ngs in Washington, D .C . The Washington P o s t ,
t he cap i t a l ‘ s lead ing newspape r, p r a i sed t h e Cong ressman ed i t o r i a l l y f o r
sponsor ing th i s needed leg i s l a t i on .

A t t h i s t i m e , T V A and an as so c i a t i o n o f fi v e p r i v a t e p owe r companies
w e r e cons t ruc t i ng comparable s t e a m p lan t s to s e r v e t h e A t om i c Ene r g y
C omm i s s i o n . T h e f o r m e r w a s c o n s t r u c t i n g the Shawnee and the l a t t e r g roup
w a s cons t ruc t i ng t h e Joppa S t e am P l a n t . T h e Joppa had p r i o r i t y i n the
s c r amb l e f o r equipment a n d s c a r c e m a t e r i a l s a n d sought to m a k e propaganda
f o r t h e al leged super io r i t y o f t h e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i es by fin i s h i ng t h e i r f a c i l i t y a t
a n e a r l i e r date.

B u t t he fi n a l r e s u l t s w e r e m u c h t o the emba r r a s smen t o f t h e p r i v a t e
u t i l i t i e s a n d prov ided t h e sub j e c t m a t t e r o f a n add r e s s d e l i v e r e d o n t h e H o u s e
F l o o r b y , ' M r . T V A ' , Cong r e s sman Jones . He ac i d l y po in ted o u t that the
Shawnee p l a n t w a s in opera t i on be fo re the Joppa in sp i te o f t h e f a c t t h a t the
l a t t e r enjoyed an equ i pmen t p r i o r i t y and w a s suppor ted by t he combined e f f o r t s
o f fi v e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s . T he r e c o r d a l so showed tha t t h e Shawnee w a s b u i l t
j u s t as inexpensively on a propor t i ona te f o rm u l a , and t h a t i t s es t ima ted c o s t
and actua l c o s t w e r e m u c h c l o s e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e Joppa P l a n t . I t w a s a l s o
apparent t h a t t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t p e r k i l o w a t t o f p roduc t i on wou l d b e l e s s i n
t he Shawnee t h a n i n the Joppa. Many o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g compar i sons w e r e
d r a w n as the Congressman exploded the m y t h t ha t t h e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s ope ra t e
m o r e e f fi c i en t l y t han T VA . He a l s o made s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g obse r va t i o n s
regard ing t h e 8 pe rcen t “guaranteed r e t u r n ” c o n t r a c t w h i c h the p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s
secured f r o m the Go v e r nmen t .
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Jones pointed o u t t h a t t h e navigable s t r e a m s of t he U . S , have b e e n m a i n ‑

ta ined by t he f ede r a l government to encourage t r a de and c omme r c e s ince t h e
days of Geo rge Washington, and t h a t s u c h a s c h eme wou ld be j u s t as plausible
a n d j u s t as sensib le as cha rg ing t o l l s on e v e r y h ighway in the Un i t e d S ta tes .
J ones , a membe r o f t he comm i t t ee wh i ch wou l d h a v e j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e
p lan, pred ic ted i t wou l d be overwhelming ly defeated.

I t w a s quite apparen t to t h e people and the po l i t i c ians o f t he Tenne s s e e
Va l l e y t h a t t he Adm in i s t r a t i on h a d the object ive o f des t r o y i ng the T V A and i t
w a s a l s o appa ren t t h a t a great e f f o r t i n m a n y fi e l d s w a s n e c e s s a r y i f the
agency w a s to be preserved and protected. Someth ing had to be done. Co n ‑
gressman Jones and Congressman C l i f f o r d Dav is c am e up w i t h the s o l u t i o n ;
se l f - financ ing . T h e y in t roduced a b i l l i n the House w h i c h wou ld enable T V A
to finance the cons t ruc t ion o f n e w powe r p lan ts th rough the i s s u a n c e o f r e v e n u e
bonds ins tead of r e l y i n g en t i r e l y on appropr ia t ions, Under t h i s p l an , t h e T VA
budget s t i l l w ou l d b e sub j e c t t o t he s ame r e v i ew and s c r u t i n y b y t h e B u r e a u
o f t h e Budge t a n d by the Congress t h a t the budgets o f a l l o t h e r co rpo ra t i ons
r e c e i v e , b u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e T V A B o a r d wou l d h a v e t he deg ree o f fl e x i ‑
b i l i t y n e c e s s a r y to m e e t i t s responsib i l i t ies f o r ma in t a i n i ng a suffic ient p o w e r
supp ly. A l s o , t h e i n v e s t m e n t o f t he t a x p a y e r s i n t h e T V A p o w e r p l an t wo u l d
be f u l l y p ro tec ted by a p r o v i s i o n r e q u i r i n g paymen t i n t o t h e T r e a s u r y o f an
annua l r e t u r n equa l to t h e government 's c o s t of m o n e y.

T h e so lu t ion w a s n o w ava i lab le . The p r o b l em was get t ing t h i s leg is la t ion
p a s t an Adm in i s t r a t i o n w h i c h w a s comp le te l y hos t i l e and unreasonable on the
sub j e c t of T V A and pub l i c powe r in general .

In h i s r o l e as c h a i r m a n of t he P u b l i c Bui ld ings and G r ound s s u b - c om ‑
m i t t e e , t h e Representa t i ve put t h r ough a b i l l au t ho r i z i ng cons t ruc t ion o f s o m e
n e c e s s a r y F e d e r a l o f fi c e bu i l d i ngs in Wash ing ton , D .C . T h e Wash ing ton P o s t ,
t h e cap i t a l ' s l ead ing newspaper, p ra ised t h e Congressman ed i t o r i a l l y f o r
sponsor ing t h i s needed leg is la t ion .

A t t h i s t i m e , T V A and an assoc ia t i on o f fi v e p r i v a t e p ow e r companies
w e r e cons t r uc t i ng compa rab le s t e a m p lan t s t o s e r v e t h e A t om i c Ene r g y
Comm i s s i o n . T h e f o r m e r w a s c o n s t r u c t i n g the Shawnee and t h e l a t t e r g r o u p
w a s cons t ruc t i ng the Joppa S t e am P l a n t . T he Joppa had p r i o r i t y i n the
s c r amb l e f o r equipment a n d s c a r c e ma t e r i a l s and sought to m a k e propaganda
f o r t h e al leged supe r i o r i t y o f t h e p r i va t e u t i l i t ies by fi n i s h i n g t h e i r f a c i l i t y a t
a n e a r l i e r date.

B u t t he fi n a l r e s u l t s w e r e m u c h t o the emba r r a s sme n t o f t h e p r i v a t e
u t i l i t i e s a n d prov ided t h e sub jec t m a t t e r o f a n add r e s s de l i v e r ed o n t h e House
F l o o r b y , ' M r . T V A ' , Cong ressman Jones. He ac id l y po in ted o u t t h a t the
Shawnee p l a n t w a s in opera t ion be fo re the Joppa in sp i te o f t he f a c t t h a t t h e
l a t t e r enjoyed anequ ipmen t p r i o r i t y and w a s supported by t h e combined e f f o r t s
o f fi v e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s . T h e r e c o r d a l so showed t h a t t h e Shawnee w a s b u i l t
j u s t as inexpensively on a propor t ionate f o rm u l a , and t h a t i t s est imated c o s t
and actua l c o s t w e r e m u c h c l o s e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e Joppa P l a n t . I t w a s a l s o
apparent t h a t t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t p e r k i l o w a t t o f p roduc t i on wou l d b e l e s s i n
t h e Shawnee t h a n i n the Joppa. Ma n y o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g compar isons w e r e
d r a w n as the Congressman exploded t h e m y t h t ha t t h e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s ope ra t e
m o r e e f fi c i en t l y t h a n T VA . He a l s o made s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g obse r va t i o n s
regard ing t he 8 pe rcen t ' 'guaranteed r e t u r n " c o n t r a c t w h i c h t he p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s
secured f r o m t h e Go v e r nmen t .
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Fina l l y, the Congressman concluded: " A l l o f us w i l l j o i n in congra tu la t i ng
the p r i v a t e compan i es Whenever t hey a r e ab l e t o ge t t he Joppa p l an t i n o p e r a ‑
t ion. B u t l e t u s a t t h e s a m e t i m e w a r n t h em t h a t w e a r e wea r y o f t h e i r c e a s e ‑
l e s s m is rep resen ta t i ons , endeavoring to d i s c r e d i t T VA . ”

A n o t h e r g r a v e b l o w w a s s t r u c k a t T V A and p u b l i c p owe r i n gene ra l b y the
Hoo v e r Comm i s s i o n r e p o r t . T h i s r e p o r t r e c ommended d r a s t i c overhau l o f
f ede ra l po l i c i e s , inc lud ing subordinating t h e A r m y Engineers to t h e P r e s i d e n t ' 5
Budget Bu r e a u , charg ing t o l l s o n i n l a n d wa t e rwa y s , and c u r b i n g TVA . A
t r emendous am o u n t o f oppos i t i o n t o t h e H o o v e r r e p o r t w a s v o i c e d a lmos t a s
s o o n a s i t s r e c ommenda t i o n s w e r e publ ished. Congressman Jones - a r e c o g ‑
n i z e d au tho r i t y on w a t e r r e s o u r c e s , conse rva t i on , a n d e l e c t r i c p o w e r i n the
House ‐ wa s appo in ted Cha i rman o f a H o u s e Government Opera t ions Spec ia l
Subcommi t tee on Wa te r Resources a nd Power. T h e purpose of t h i s s u b c om ‑
m i t t e e w a s t o e xam i ne the Ho o v e r r e c ommenda t i o n s and pub l i s h r e commenda ‑
t i o n s in i t s o w n r e p o r t . D u r i n g Congress ional r e c e s s , w h e n o t h e r Congressmen
w e r e re lax ing, t he Jones subcommit tee made a rugged 18,000 m i l e swing
a r ound t h e c o u n t r y sounding ou t g r a s s - r o o t s sen t imen t o n the H o o v e r r e p o r t .
I t i s in te res t ing to no te t h a t the g r e a t ma j o r i t y o f the w i t nesses appearing
be fo re Jones condemned the H o o v e r p roposa ls . These hear ings w e r e to c o n ‑
t i nue f o r qu i t e s o m e t i m e and, of c o u r s e , t he subcommit tee a l s o engaged in
exhaust ive r e s e a r c h on i t s own.

The Cong ressman a l s o i n t r oduced a b i l l c a l l i n g f o r i n c r eased c o t t o n
acreage a l lo tments a n d ca l l ed f o r a st ipulat ion making i t mandatory f o r t he
county commi t tee to p r o v i d e a m i n im um acreage o f 5 a c r e s f o r the s m a l l
o p e r a t o r s .

He sought an amendment to the Serviceman's Readjustment A c t o f1944
to au t h o r i z e loans f o r f a r m housing on t e r m s equal to resident ia l housing.

The second sess i on of t he 84th Congress convened ea r l y in January.1956.
One of Rep. Jones' fi r s t m o v e s was to in t roduce a b i l l t o r e s t o r e 1955 cot ton
acreage a l lo tments to A labama and a l l o t h e r s t a t e s g i ven reduced a l lo tments
f o r 1956 by the Depa r tmen to f Ag r i cu l t u re .

Al though the 1955 a l lo tments l e f t m u c h to he des i red , t h i s m e a s u r e wo u l d
p r o v i de s ome r e l i e f f r o m the e v e n m o r e d r as t i c c u t s p lanned f o r 1956. T h e
Decatur D a i l y c ommen t ed as f o l l o w s on t he f a r m e r s p l igh t :

The only l eg i s l a t i o n wh i c h h a s e v e n a ghos t o f a chance
f o r adopt ion is t h e p roposa l by Rep. Robe r t Jones, of
t he E igh th Alabama D i s t r i c t , t ha t c o t t o n ac reage be
f r o z e n on t h e 1955 l e v e l s a n d t h e r e i s going t o b e one
w h a l e o f a figh t m a d e aga ins t t h a t when t h e m e a s u r e
h i t s t he fl o o r of t he Congress.

T he Congressman w a s a l s o v e r y a c t i v e du r i ng t h i s sess i on in h i s r o l e as
cha i rman of t he subcommit tee on P u b l i c Bu i l d i ngs a n d G r o und s a n d p a r t i c i ‑
pa t ed i n a ma s t e r p l a n t o f u r t h e r t h e F e d e r a l bu i ld ing p r o g r am . The Washing ‑
t o n S ta r c o mm e n t e d a s fo l l ows o n Ju l y 18, 1956:

T h e G e n e r a l Se rv i ces Adm in i s t r a t i o n w h i c h d rew up
Washington's n e w long- range F e d e r a l bu i ld ings p r o ‑
g r a m and Representa t i ve Jones of A l a b ama , who i n ‑
i t i a t ed i t , have p e r f o rm e d an except iona l s e r v i c e to
t h e Na t i on ‘ 5 Cap i t a l .
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F i n a l l y , t h e Congressman concluded: ' ' A l l o f us w i l l j o i n in congra tu la t i ng
t he p r i v a t e compan i e s wheneve r they a r e ab l e t o ge t the Joppa p l an t i n o p e r a ‑
t i o n , B u t l e t u s a t t h e s a m e t i m e w a r n t h e m t h a t w e a r e wea r y o f t h e i r c e a s e ‑
l e s s m is rep resen ta t i ons , endeavoring to d i s c r e d i t T VA . "

A n o t h e r g r a v e b l o w w a s s t r u c k a t T V A and pu b l i c p o w e r i n g e n e r a l b y t he
Hoo v e r Comm i s s i o n r e p o r t , Th is r e p o r t r e c ommended d r a s t i c ove rhau l o f
f ede ra l po l i c ies , inc lud ing subordinating the A r m y Engineers to t he P r e s i d e n t ' s
Budget Bu reau , charging t o l l s on i n l a n d wa te rways , and cu rb i ng TVA . A
t remendous am o u n t o f oppos i t i on to the Hoo v e r r e p o r t w a s v o i c e d a lm o s t as
s o o n as i t s recommenda t i ons w e r e publ ished. Congressman Jones - a r e c o g ‑
n i z e d au t ho r i t y on w a t e r r e s o u r c e s , conserva t ion , a n d e l e c t r i c p owe r in the
House - w a s appo in ted Cha i rman of a Hou s e Government Opera t ions Spec ia l
Subcommit tee on Water Resources and Power. T h e pu r pose of t h i s subcom ‑
m i t t e e w a s t o e xam i ne the Hoove r recommenda t i ons and pub l i sh recommenda ‑
t i o n s in i t s own r e p o r t . Du r i ng Congressional r e c e s s , when o t h e r Congressmen
w e r e re lax ing, t h e Jones subcommit tee made a rugged 18,000 m i l e swing
a r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y sounding o u t g r a s s - r o o t s sen t imen t o n t he H o o v e r report.
I t i s in te res t ing to n o t e t h a t the g rea t m a j o r i t y o f the wi tnesses appearing
be fo re Jones condemned t he H o o v e r p roposa ls . These hear ings w e r e to c o n ‑
t i nue f o r qu i t e s o m e t i m e and, of c o u r s e , t he subcommit tee a l s o engaged in
exhaust ive r e s e a r c h on i t s own.

The Congressman a l s o i n t r o du ced a b i l l ca l l i ng f o r inc reased c o t t o n
ac reage a l lo tmen ts a n d c a l l e d f o r a s t ipu la t i on mak ing i t mandatory f o r t h e
coun t y c omm i t t e e t o p r o v i de a m i n i m u m acreage o f 5 a c r e s f o r t h e s m a l l
o p e r a t o r s .

He sought an amendmen t t o t h e Se rv i ceman ' s Read jus tment A c t o f 1944
to au t h o r i z e l oans f o r f a r m housing on t e r m s equa l t o res i den t i a l housing.

The s e c o n d s e s s i o n o f t he 84th Cong ress convened e a r l y i n January, 1956.
One of Rep . Jones' fi r s t m o v e s w a s to introduce a b i l l to r e s t o r e 1955 c o t t o n
acreage a l lo tments to A labama and a l l o t h e r s t a t e s g i ven r e du c ed a l l o tmen t s
f o r 1956 by the Depar tmen t o f Ag r i c u l t u r e .

Al though t he 1955 a l lo tments l e f t m u c h to be des i red , t h i s m e a s u r e wo u l d
p r o v i d e some r e l i e f f r o m t he e v e n m o r e d r a s t i c c u t s p lanned f o r 1956. T h e
Deca tu r Da i l y commented as fo l l ows on t h e f a rm e r s plight:

The on l y l eg i s l a t i o n w h i c h has e v e n a ghost o f a chance
f o r adopt ion is t h e p roposa l by Rep. R o b e r t Jones, o f
the E i gh t h Alabama D i s t r i c t , t ha t co t t on acreage b e
f r o z en on the 1955 l e v e l s a nd t h e r e i s going t o be one
wh a l e o f a fight made aga ins t t h a t when t h e m e a s u r e
h i t s the fl o o r of the Congress,

The Congressman w a s a l so v e r y ac t i ve dur ing t h i s sess ion in h i s r o l e as
cha i rman of t he subcommit tee on Pub l i c Bu i l d ings a n d Grounds a n d p a r t i c i ‑
pa ted i n a m a s t e r p l a n t o f u r t h e r t h e F e d e r a l bu i ld ing p r o g r am . The Washing ‑
t o n S ta r c ommen t e d a s fo l l ows on Ju l y 18, 1956:

T h e G e n e r a l Se rv i ces Admin i s t ra t i on w h i c h d r e w up
Washington's n e w long- range F e d e r a l bu i ld ings p r o ‑
g r a m and Representat ive Jones of A l abama , who i n ‑
i t i a t e d i t , have p e r f o rm e d an except iona l s e r v i c e to
t h e Na t i on ' s Cap i ta l .



In r e c o g n i t i o nof h i s extensive e f f o r t s in beha l f of t he R u r a l Electrification
Administration, t h e R E A invi ted Jones to address i t s n a t i o n a l convent ion in
Washington. Congressman Jones wa s introduced as " o n e of t h e finest f r iends
in Congress of t he R E A and t h e Fede r a l p o w e r p r o g r am , including T VA " ; and
speaking of t he farmers, " They know h i m as a champ ion of t he r u r a l peop l e
o f A labama a n d t h e na t ion . "

of T VA a n d o ther s im i l a r p r o j e c t s . Especially revea l ing wa s t h e f a c t t ha t
although the fi r s t Hoover Commission mee t i n g w a s s u p p o s e d to be s t r i c t l y
o f fi c i a l and closed to a l l b u t Commission membe r s , nonetheless o n e o u t s i d e r
was admitted. T h i s g e n t l e m a n j u s t happened to be C a r l B y o i r , a high-powered
Madison Avenue pub l i c - r e l a t i o ns expe r t , who h a d been running a p ropaganda
campa ign aga ins t t he TVA.

Indeed, ano the r s im i l a r commission, t h e President's advisory commi t tee
on w a t e r resources, w a s so p r e j u d i c e d and b l inded to t h e facts tha t in i t s
15,000 wo r d r e p o r t on p a s t , p r e s e n t and future w a t e r resource development,
the TVA was never mentioned - n o t one reference. A n d th i s in sp i te of the
fact that t he TVA is the largest such p r o j e c t in the wor ld . I t is t r u l y a sad
s ta te of a f fa i r s when a commi t tee en t r u s t ed w i t h formulating wa t e r resource
po l i cy c a n be as indifferent to the facts as t h i s group obviously was. The i r
p r o c e d u r e apparent ly was , " i f the facts don‘t ag ree w i thou t theories then we ‘ l l
i g no re the facts". I t hard ly n e e d be ment ioned t h a t t he nat iona l in terest is n o t
s e r v ed by such an attitude.

The cotton farmers situation in Alabama w a s f a s t becoming drast ic under
Sec. Benson‘s f a r m p r o g r am and a whole way of l i f e was endangered. C o m ‑

Regarding a m o r e sens i t i v e issue facing the South, Rep. Jones, w i t h
95 o t h e r Representa t ives a n d Senators, s igned a "Southern Manifesto“ w h i c h
u r g e d t ha t a l l l aw f u l means be e x e r c i s e d i n seeking t o r e v e r s e the Supreme
Court ‘ 5 s choo l de-segregation decision of M a y , 1954. The s p i r i t and the p u r ‑
po s e o f t h i s statement c a n be g a t h e r e d f r o m i t s fi n a l pa rag raphs :

We pledge ourse lves to u s e a l l l aw f u l means to b r ing
about a r e v e r s a l o f t h i s decision wh i c h i s c on t r a r y t o
t he Cunstitution. . . .
I n t h i s t r y i n g p e r i o d , a s w e a l l s ee k t o r i g h t t h i s
w r o ng , we appea l t o o u r peop l e n o t t o b e p r o v o ked b y
t h e a g i t a t o r s a n d troublemakers invading o u r states
a n d to scrupulously r e f r a i n f r o m d i so r de r a n d lawless
acts.
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In r e c o g n i t i o nof h i s extensive e f f o r t s in beha l f of t h e R u r a l Electrification

Administration, t h e R E A inv i t ed Jones to address i t s n a t i o n a l convent ion in
Washington. Congressman Jones w a s introduced as ' 'one of t h e finest f r iends
in Congress of t h e R E A a n d t h e Fede ra l p o w e r p r o g r a m , including T VA ' ' ; a n d
speaking of t h e farmers, " T h e y know h i m as a Champion of the r u r a l p e o p l e
o f A labama a n d t h e na t ion . "

i n g facts regarding t h e Hoover Commission whose r e p o r t sugges ted the sale
of T VA a n d o ther s i m i l a r projects, Especially reveal ing w a s the fac t t h a t
although the fi r s t H o o v e r Commission mee t i ng w a s s u p p o s e d to be s t r i c t l y
o f fi c i a l a n d c losed to a l l bu t Commission members , nonetheless o n e o u t s i d e r
w a s admitted. T h i s g e n t l e m a n j u s t happened to be C a r l B y o i r , a high-powered
Madison Avenue pub l i c - re la t i ons e x p e r t , who had been running a p ropaganda
Campaign aga ins t the T V A ,

The Jones commi t tee also t u r n e d up the interesting fac t that t h e h e a d of
t h e Hoover t a s k force on w a t e r resources, Adm. B e n Moree l l , had character ‑
i z e d T VA a s ‘creeping s o c i a l i s m ! before h e w a s selected t o judge TVA-type
p r o j e c t s . A l l o f w h i c h g r e a t l y enforced Rep, Jones! charge that t h e Hoover
g r o u p w a s p a c k e d w i t h b iased m e m b e r s w h o s e t o u t w i th the p r e - c o n c e i v e d p u r ‑
p o s e of discrediting T V A a n d o t h e r s u c h p u b l i c p r o j e c t s r e g a r d l e s s of the facts.

Indeed, ano ther s i m i l a r commission, t h e President's advisory commi t tee
on w a t e r resources, w a s so p r e j u d i c e d a n d b l inded to t h e fac ts t h a t in i t s
15,000 w o r d r e p o r t on p a s t , p r e s e n t a n d future w a t e r resource development,
the T VA w a s n e v e r ment ioned - n o t o n e re fe rence , A n d t h i s in sp i te o f the
fact t h a t t h e T VA i s t h e l a r g e s t s u c h p r o j e c t i n t h e w o r l d . I t i s t r u l y a s a d
s ta te of a f f a i r s when a commi t tee e n t r u s t e d w i t h formulating w a t e r resource
po l i c y c a n be as indifferent to t h e fac ts as t h i s g roup obviously w a s . T h e i r
p r o c e d u r e apparen t l y w a s , " i f the fac ts don ' t a g r e e w i thour theories then w e ' l l
ignore t h e f a c t s " , I t h a r d l y n e e d b e m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e na t iona l interest i s n o t
s e r v e d by s u c h an att i tude.

a t t h e 1955 level. The Alabama delegation w a s par t icu lar ly incensed o v e r the
f a c t tha t wh i l e t h e 1956 c o t t o n allotments w e r e reduced in s o u t h e r n s ta tes
s o m e w e s t e r n states r e c e i v e d increases,

Regarding a m o r e sens i t ive issue facing the South, Rep. Jones, w i t h
95 o t h e r Representat ives a n d Senators, s igned a "Southern Manifesto" w h i c h
u r g e d tha t a l l l a w f u l means b e e x e r c i s e d i n seeking to reverse the Supreme
Cour t ' s schoo l de-segregation decision of M a y, 1954. The s p i r i t a n d t h e p u r ‑
p o s e of t h i s statement c a n be g a t h e r e d f r o m i t s fina l paragraphs:

We pledge ourselves to u s e a l l l a w f u l means to bring
about a r e v e r s a l o f t h i s decision w h i c h i s c o n t r a r y t o
t h e Constitution. . . .
I n t h i s t r y i n g p e r i o d , a s w e a l l s e e k t o r i g h t t h i s
w r o n g , w e a p p e a l t o o u r peop le n o t t o b e p r o v o k e d b y
t h e a g i t a t o r s a n d troublemakers invading o u r states
a n d to scrupulously r e f r a i n f r o m disorder a n d lawless
a c t s ,
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La r ge l y as a r e s u l t o f t h e v i go rous e f f o r t s of Congressman Jones a n d
s o m e o t h e r m em b e r s o f Cong ress , a long w i t h t h e f a rm e r s who brought t h e i r
s t o r y i n p e r s o n to the Cap i ta l , Congress passed an omn ibus f a r m b i l l w h i c h
f r o z e c o t t o n a l lo tments a t t h e 1956 leve l . The Cong ressman r e c e i v e d a c o n ‑
gra tu la to ry te legram f r o m t h e f a rm e r s A l a b ama Hardsh ip Commi t t ee w h i c h
s t a t ed i n p a r t t h a t i f t h e Cong r e s sman h a d n o t p r e s s e d f o r a 1955 f r eeze t h i s
b i l l w o u l d n o t have p rov i ded f o r the 1956 f reeze on allotments. T h e r e w e r e
a l s o s e v e r a l o t h e r p r o v i s i o n s i n t he b i l l a s passed wh i c h wou l d have p r o v i d e d
considerable r e l i e f f o r A labama fa rmers .

The P r e s i d e n t ve toed t h e b i l l . Rep.Jones immedia te ly jo ined i n t h e i n t r o ‑
duct ion of ano the r m e a s u r e w h i c h w o u l d p r o v i d e r e l i e f b u t t h e r e w a s s m a l l
hope of i t e v e r becomingeffect ive - t h e a t t i t ude of t he Admin is t ra t ion w a s n o w
qu i t e a p p a r e n t .

T h e House of Representat ives passed t h e g r ea t e s t highway p r o g r am e v e r
launched by t h e Government dur ing t h i s session. Many p ow e r l i n e s , o f c o u r s e ,
wou l d have to be re located when the p r o g r am w e n t i n t o effect. Rep . Jones
i n t r o du ced an amendment regard ing r e l o c a t i o n o f l i n e s wh i c h w a s c o mm e n t e d
on as f o l l o w s by co lumn is t D r e w Pearson:

..... b u t an amendmen t by Rep. Ro b e r t E . Jones ( D . A l a . )
e l im ina tes w i n d f a l l p r o fi t s f o r t h e b i g p r i v a t e l y owned
u t i l i t i es . A T & T had l obb i ed f o r an e a r l i e r v e r s i o n o f
the b i l lw h i c h wou l d have r e q u i r e d F e d e r a l r e imbu r s e ‑
m e n t t o u t i l i t i e s e v e n w h e n c o n t r a r y t o s ta te l aw.

The Congressman devoted m u c h of h i s t i m e dur ing t h i s sess i on to the
p r e p a r a t i o n o f t he F e d e r a l Highway P r o g r am .

L a t e r , t he Rep resen ta t i v e w a s i n s t r umen t a l i n wo r k i ng o u t a c omp r om i s e
f a r m b i l l w h i c h passed b o t h houses of Congress and r e ce i v e d the a p p r o v a l of
the Administrat ion. T h i s comp rom i se me a s u r e froze al lotments at t he 1956
l e v e l and thereby p r e v e n t e d t he f u r t h e r c u t s wh i ch w e r e p r e v i ous l y schedu led
to take place in t h e fu tu re .

T he A labama Congressional delegation and t h e e f f o r t s of the f a rme r s of
A labama had a g r e a t d e a l t o d o w i t h t h i s p a r t i a l v i c t o r y.

Jones, along w i t h o t he r s , r e c e i v e d commendat ion f r o m t he “C i t i z ens f o r
TVA“g1-oup f o r “a ga l lant , uncompromis ing and a s t u t e campaign" to obta in
passage o f t h e supp l emen t a l a pp r op r i a t i o n s b i l l w h i c h r e a f fi rmed T VA ‘ s r i g h t
t o u s e i t s o w n p o w e r r e v e n u e f o r add i t i ona l genera t ing capac i t y. Tempo ra r i l y,
a t l e a s t , t he T V A had managedto s ide -s tep the Admin i s t r a t i on ‘ s dea th a x e , a
m a n e u v e r i n w h i c h Jones had p layed n o m e a n p a r t .

T h e Demo c r a t i c Congress pushed th rough a P u b l i c Wo r k s App rop r i a t i ons
B i l l a t t h i s t i m e w h i c h p rov ided mo n e y f o r t h e cons t r u c t i o n o f d i e bad l y needed
l o c k at W i l s o n D a m wh i c h h a d been qu i t e a bot t leneck in r i v e r t r a f fi c . T h e
me a s u r e a l s o p r o v i d e d funds f o r planning w o r k on t h e p r o po sed Tennessee ‑
Tombigbee Waterway Cana l - a p r o j e c t s t r ong l y backed by Rep. Jones.

I t m u s t n o t be a s sumed f r o m t h e m a n y ba t t l e s t h a t t he Rep resen ta t i ve
fought w i t h t he Adminis t rat ion o v e r ag r i c u l t u r e and T V A tha t he w a s unw i l l i n g
t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h t he o t h e r p a r t y w h e n a proposed m e a s u r e w a s i n t h e n a t i o n a l
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La r ge l y as a r e s u l t o f t h e v igo rous e f f o r t s of Congressman Jones a n d

s o m e o t h e r m em b e r s o f Congress , a long w i t h t h e f a rm e r s who brough t t h e i r
s t o r y in p e r s o n to the Cap i ta l , Congress passed an omn i bus f a r m b i l l w h i c h
f r o z e c o t t o n a l lo tments a t t h e 1956 leve l . T h e Cong ressman r e c e i v e d a c o n ‑
gra tu la to ry te legram f r o m t h e f a rm e r s A l a b ama Hardsh ip Commi t t ee w h i c h
s t a t e d in p a r t t h a t i f t h e Congressman had n o t p r e s s e d f o r a 1955 f reeze t h i s
b i l l w o u l d n o t have p r o v i d ed f o r t he 1956 f r eeze on allotments. T h e r e w e r e
a l so s e v e r a l o t h e r p r o v i s i o n s i n t h e b i l l a s p a s s e d wh i c h wou l d h a v e p r o v i d e d
considerable r e l i e f f o r A l abama farmers .

The P r e s i d e n t v e t o ed t he b i l l . Rep.Jones immediate ly j o i ned i n t h e i n t r o ‑
duct ion of ano the r m e a s u r e wh i c h w o u l d p r o v i d e r e l i e f b u t t he r e w a s s m a l l
hope o f i t e v e r becoming effect ive - t he a t t i t udeo f the Admin is t ra t i on w a s n o w
qu i te appa r en t .

T he House of Representat ives passed t h e g r ea t e s t highway p r o g r am e v e r
l aunched by t h e Governmen t du r i ng t h i s sess ion . Many p o w e r l i n e s , o f course,
wou l d have t o be r e l o c a t e d when t h e p r o g r a m w e n t i n t o effect . Rep . Jones
i n t r o du ced an amendmen t rega rd ing r e l o c a t i o n o f l i n e s wh i c h w a s c o mm e n t e d
on as f o l l o w s by co l umn i s t D r e w Pearson:

nya b u t anamendmen t b y Rep. R o b e r t E , J ones (D . A l a . )
e l im ina tes w i n d f a l l p r o fi t s f o r t h e b i g p r i v a t e l y owned
ut i l i t i es . A T & T had lobb iedf o r an e a r l i e r v e r s i o n o f
t he b i l l w h i c h w o u l d have r e q u i r e d F e d e r a l r e i m b u r s e ‑
m e n t t o u t i l i t i e s e v e n when c o n t r a r y t o s t a t e l aw.

T h e Congressman devoted m u c h o f h i s t i m e dur ing t h i s s e s s i o n to t h e
p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e F e d e r a l H ighway P r o g r am .

L a t e r , t he Representa t ive w a s i n s t r umen t a l in wo r k i n g o u t a c om p r om i s e
f a r m b i l l w h i c h passed b o t h houses o f Congress a n d r e c e i v e d the a p p r o v a l o f
the A dm i n i s t r a t i o n , T h i s c om p r om i s e m e a s u r e f r o ze a l lo tments a t t h e 1956
l e v e l a n d thereby p reven t ed t he f u r t h e r c u t s w h i c h w e r e p rev i ous l y schedu led
to take p lace in t h e future.

T h e Alabama Congressional delegat ion and t h e e f f o r t s of t h e f a rme r s of
A l abamah a d a g r e a t dea l t o do w i t h t h i s p a r t i a l v i c t o r y.

Jones , along w i t h o t he r s , r e c e i v e d commendat ion f r o m the ' 'C i t i zens f o r
T VA " g r oup f o r "a gal lant , uncompromis ing and a s t u t e campaign' ' to obtain
passage o f t h e supplementa l a pp r op r i a t i o n s b i l l w h i c h r ea f fi rmed T VA ' s r i g h t
t o u s e i t s o w n p o w e r r e v e n u e f o r add i t i ona l generat ing capac i ty. Tempo ra r i l y,
a t l eas t , t he T V A h a d managed to s ide-s tep the Admin i s t r a t i on ' s death a x e , a
m a n e u v e r i n w h i c h Jones had p layed n o m e a n p a r t .

The Democ r a t i c Congress pushed th rough a Pu b l i c Wo r k s Appropriations
B i l l a t t h i s t i m e w h i c h p r o v i d ed money f o r t h e con s t r u c t i o n o f the bad ly needed
l o c k at W i l s o n D a m wh i c h h a d been qu i te a bott leneck in r i v e r t ra ffic . T h e
me a s u r e a l s o p r o v i d e d funds f o r planning w o r k on t h e p r o po sed Tennessee ‑
Tombigbee Waterway Cana l - a p r o j e c t s t r ong l y backed by Rep. J o n e s ,

I t m u s t n o t be a s sumed f r o m t h e m a n y ba t t l e s t ha t t h e Rep resen ta t i ve
fought w i t h t he Adminis t rat ion o v e r ag r i c u l t u r e and T V A t h a t he w a s unwilling
t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h t he o t h e r p a r t y w h e n a p roposed m e a s u r e w a s i n t h e n a t i o n a l



i n t e r e s t . S u c h an assumpt ion wou l d be e r r o neou s . Indeed, d u r i n g th i s sess i on
the Cong ressman e v e n in t roduced a b i l l a t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e P r e s i d e n t w h i c h
asked f o r a s tudy commiss ion to fi n d adequate o f fice space f o r t he W h i t e
H o u s e .

Some of t h e Congressman's o t h e r e f f o r t s du r i n g t h i s sess i on c a n on l y be
d i s cussed b r i e fl y . He s t r ong l y opposed t h e P ow e l l Amendment t o t h e proposed
ed u c a t i o n b i l l s i nce t h e amendment wou l d deny F e d e r a l a i d to segregated
schools . He in t roduced an amendment to t h e Ta r i f f A c t o f 1930 on c r ude
baux i t e t o a i d A l a b ama ‘ s a l u m i n u m i n d u s t r y. H e wa s i n s t r ume n t a l i n t h e
r eopen i ng o f t h e Shoa l s N u r s e r y a n d w a s appointed C h a i r m a n o f N a t u r a l R e ‑
s o u r c e s f o r t h e Sta te o f A l a b ama du r i n g t h e 1956 na t i o n a lp o l i t i c a l campaign.
D emo c r a t i c S ta te C h a i r m a n Ma y h a l l d e s c r i b e d J o n e s a s " b e t t e r equipped t o
d e a l w i t h t h i s i s s ue t h an a n y m a n in A labama. "

T h e A F L - C I O C omm i t t e e o n P o l i t i c a l Educa t i o n revea led t ha t t o t h e i r
w a y o f th ink ing on the " 2 0 m a j o r i s s u e s “ b e f o r e Co n g r e s s d u r i n g t h e decade
Jones had t h e b e s t r e c o r d of a l l A l a b ama Representa t ives.

Du r i n g t h e s e s s i o n , the Representa t ive w a s appointed to t h e Spec ia l C o m ‑
m i t t e e to Invest iga te Campa ign Expend i tures . Cong ressman Jones r e c o m ‑
mended t h a t a r i g i d l i m i t b e p laced on t h e s u m tha t a n y i n d i v i d u a l o f e i t h e r
p a r t y c a n con t r i bu t e t o a na t i ona l campaign. He o f f e r e d t h i s l i m i t a t i o n b e ‑
c au se , as he sa id , "a b i g con t r ibu to r h a s reasonable a s su r an ce o f favors be ing
re t u r ned by the rec i p i en t candidate o r p a r t y . ”

He a l s o served on the Execu t i ve and Leg is la t i ve Re-Organ iza t ion s u b ‑
c omm i t t e e and the Intergovernmenta l Relat ions subcommit tee. These ass ign ‑
m e n t s , o f c o u r s e , w e r e in add i t ion to h i s r e gu l a r pos i t i on as Cha i rman of the
Pub l i c Bu i l d i ngs and Grounds subcommit tee of t he Commi t t ee on P u b l i c
Wo r k s , and h i s pos t s o n the Go v e r nme n t Operat ions C omm i t t e e , and t h e Roads
a n d F l o o d C o n t r o l s ubcommi t t ees o f t he C omm i t t e e on P u b l i c Wo r k s .

The 85 th Cong ress convened on Janua r y 3 , 1957, and Rep . Jones t o o k h i s
f a m i l i a r s e a t s o n t h e P u b l i c Wo r k s Comm i t t e e and the Go v e r nmen t Opera t i ons
C omm i t t e e . T h e Representa t ive , as in p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n s , s e r v e d as c h a i r ‑
m a n o f t h e P u b l i c Wo r k s subcomm i t t e e on Bu i l d i n g s and G rounds a n d a l s o as
c h a i rm a n of t he G o v e r n m e n t Operat ions spec ia l subcommit tee on Wa t e r R e ‑
s o u r c e s and P o w e r . A f t e r t e n y e a r s o f s e r v i c e i n t he Cong ress , he b rough t
g r ea t exper ience and a good d e a l o f sen i o r i t y to t h e s e va r i ed pos i t i ons .
T h e impo r t a n c e of t h e v a r i o u s Congress iona l c omm i t t e e s cannot be o v e r ‑
emphas ized - i t i s h e r e t ha t t h e r e a l w o r k o f Cong ress is accompl ished.

T h e l o n g b i t t e r figh t t o p a s s a se l f - financ i ng p l an f o r T V A w a s r e a l l y
begun i n ea rnes t . T h e Cong ressman in t roduced a m e a s u r e w h i c h wou l d
author ize t h e T V A t o finance con s t r u c t i o n o f n e w powe r f a c i l i t i e s t h r o ugh t h e
i s s u a n c e o f r e v e n u e bonds ins tead o f r e l y i n g en t i r e l y on approp r i a t i ons f r o m
Congress - approp r ia t i ons w h i c h w e r e becoming i nc r eas i ng l y imposs i b l e to
s e c u r e due to t h e h o s t i l e Admin i s t r a t i on . A n d t h e r e w a s obv ious l y no change
i n t he P r e s i d e n t ‘ s a t t i t ude s ince h e endo r sed the 1956 r e p o r t o f h i s cab ine t
c omm i t t e e o n w a t e r r e s o u r c e s and p owe r wh i c h agreed generally w i t h the
Hoo v e r r e p o r t u r g i n g abandonment by the Fede r a l G o v e r nme n t o f i t s c o n ‑
s t i tu t iona l p r i m a r y respons ib i l i t i e s i n w a t e r r e s o u r c e deve lopmen t . These
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i n t e r e s t . S u c h an assumpt ion w o u l d be e r r o n e o u s . Indeed, d u r i n g th i s s e s s i o n

t h e C o n g r e s s m a n e v e n in t roduced a b i l l a t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e P r e s i d e n t w h i c h
asked f o r a s tudy commiss ion to fi n d adequate o f fice space f o r t he W h i t e
H o u s e .

S o m e of t h e Congressman's o t h e r e f f o r t s d u r i n g t h i s s e s s i o n c a n o n l y be
discussed b r i e fl y. He s t rong ly opposed t h e P o w e l l Amendment to t h e proposed
e d u c a t i o n b i l l s ince t h e amendment wou ld deny F e d e r a l a i d to segregated
schools. He introduced an amendment to t h e Ta r i f f A c t of 1930 on crude
baux i te t o a i d A labama 's a l u m i n u m i n d u s t r y. H e w a s i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e
reopen ing o f t h e Shoals N u r s e r y and w a s appointed C h a i r m a n o f N a t u r a l R e ‑
s o u r c e s f o r t h e Sta te o f A labama du r i ng t h e 1956 n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l campaign.
D e m o c r a t i c S ta te C h a i r m a n M a y h a l l d e s c r i b e d Jones a s " b e t t e r equipped t o
d e a l w i t h t h i s i s s u e t h a n a n y m a n i n A l a b a m a . "

T h e A F L - C I O C o m m i t t e e o n P o l i t i c a l E d u c a t i o n revea led t h a t t o t h e i r
w a y o f th ink ing on the ' 2 0 m a j o r i ssues ' ' b e f o r e Congress d u r i n g t h e decade
Jones h a d t h e b e s t r e c o r d o f a l l A l a b a m a Representatives.

D u r i n g t h e s e s s i o n , t h e Representat ive w a s appointed to t h e Spec ia l C o m ‑
m i t t e e to Invest iga te Campa ign Expend i tures , C o n g r e s s m a n Jones r e c o m ‑
m e n d e d t h a t a r i g i d l i m i t b e p laced o n t h e s u m t h a t a n y i n d i v i d u a l o f e i t h e r
p a r t y c a n c o n t r i b u t e t o a nat iona l c a m p a i g n . H e o f f e r e d t h i s l i m i t a t i o n b e ‑
c a u s e , as he sa id , "a b i g con t r ibu to r has reasonab le a s s u r a n c e o f f a v o r s b e i n g
r e t u r n e d b y t h e r e c i p i e n t cand idate o r p a r t y. "

He a l s o s e r v e d on t h e E x e c u t i v e and L e g i s l a t i v e Re-Organ iza t i on s u b ‑
c o m m i t t e e a n d t h e Intergovernmental R e l a t i o n s subcommi t tee . T h e s e a s s i g n ‑
m e n t s , o f c o u r s e , w e r e i n a d d i t i o n t o h i s r e g u l a r pos i t i on a s C h a i r m a n o f t h e
P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s a n d G r o u n d s s u b c o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o n P u b l i c
W o r k s , and h i s p o s t s o n the G o v e r n m e n t Opera t ions C o m m i t t e e , and t h e Roads
and F l o o d C o n t r o l s u b c o m m i t t e e s o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o n P u b l i c W o r k s .

T h e 8 5 t h Congress convened on J a n u a r y 3 , 1957, and Rep. Jones t o o k h i s
f a m i l i a r s e a t s o n t h e P u b l i c W o r k s C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t Opera t ions
C o m m i t t e e . T h e Representa t ive , as in p rev i ous s e s s i o n s , s e r v e d as c h a i r ‑
m a n o f t h e P u b l i c W o r k s s u b c o m m i t t e e o n B u i l d i n g s a n d G r o u n d s a n d a l s o a s
c h a i r m a n of t h e G o v e r n m e n t Operat ions spec ia l subcommit tee on W a t e r R e ‑
s o u r c e s and P o w e r . A f t e r t e n y e a r s o f s e r v i c e in t h e Congress , he brough t
g r e a t experience a n d a good d e a l of s e n i o r i t y to t h e s e v a r i e d pos i t ions,
T h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e v a r i o u s Congressional c o m m i t t e e s c a n n o t be o v e r ‑
emphasized - it is h e r e t h a t t h e r e a l w o r k of Congress is accomplished.

T h e l o n g b i t t e r figh t to p a s s a se l f - financ ing p l a n f o r T V A w a s r e a l l y
begun in ea rnes t . T h e Congressman in t roduced a m e a s u r e w h i c h w o u l d
a u t h o r i z e t h e T V A t o finance c o n s t r u c t i o n o f n e w p o w e r f a c i l i t i e s th rough t h e
i s s u a n c e o f r e v e n u e bonds ins tead o f r e l y i n g e n t i r e l y on approp r ia t i ons f r o m
Congress - approp r ia t i ons w h i c h w e r e b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o s s i b l e to
s e c u r e due to t h e h o s t i l e Admin i s t r a t i on . A n d t h e r e w a s obv ious l y no change
i n t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s a t t i t u d e s ince h e endo rsed t h e 1956 r e p o r t o f h i s cab ine t
c o m m i t t e e o n w a t e r r e s o u r c e s and p o w e r w h i c h agreed genera l ly w i t h the
H o o v e r r e p o r t u r g i n g abandonment by t h e F e d e r a l G o v e r n m e n t o f i t s c o n ‑
s t i t u t i ona l p r i m a r y respons ib i l i t i e s i n w a t e r r e s o u r c e deve lopmen t . These
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p r o po sa l s a l s o disparaged t h e mul t ip le-purpose t ype of deve lopment - t h e
on l y scheme wh i c h r e a l l y deve lops ,u t i l i zes , a n d conse rves t h e v i t a l r e s o u r c e s
o f a n e n t i r e r i v e r bas in . T h e Hun t s v i l l e T i m e s c ommen t e d a s f o l l ow s o n the
si tuat ion:

T he T VA is approach ing the capac i ty o f i t s genera t ing
f a c i l i t i e s . I t has been paying f o r add i t i o na lu n i t s t he
p a s t f ew mon t hs o u t o f i t s o w n p o w e r r e venues . I t
c a n ' t g o o n m u c h f u r t h e r . T h e P r e s i d e n t ‘ s budget
p r ov i ded no funds . . .

T h e a l t e r n a t i v e is a se l f -financ ing b i l l . T h e Jones b i l l
i s favo red by T VA , because i t con t inues t h e i n t e g r i t y
o f t h e agency, and seeks t o ma i n t a i n i t s o pe r a t i o n on
t h e s a m e objec t ives , on w h i c h i t w a s establ ished a l ‑
m o s t a q u a r t e r c e n t u r y ago.

T h i s , h o w e v e r , does n o t m e e t t h e w i s he s o f the Budge t
B u r e a u o r o f P r e s i d e n t E i s enhowe r.

T h e A dm i n i s t r a t i o n and t h e P o w e r T r u s t fought F e d e r a l a pp r op r i a t i o n s
t o expand T V A on t he b a s i s t h a t s u c h app r op r i a t i o n s w e r e " s ub s i d i e s " ( a c t u a l l y
T V A m u s t r e p a y a l l s uch funds ) and on the o t h e r hand they b a t t l e d t h e s e l f ‑
financing p l a n i n sp i t e o f t h e f a c t t ha t i t w ou l d e l im i n a t e s u c h “ subs i d i es . "
Ac tua l l y, such a pos i t i on is n o t as paradoxica l as i t sounds. n o t when rev iewed
in the l i gh t of the r e a l i n te res t of t he Administrat ion: t he des t ruc t i on of publ ic
powe r.

T i m e and t ime aga in i n hea r i n g s on the se l f - fi nanc i n g b i l l . t he Re p r e s e n ‑
t a t i v e had to re fu te the same o l d w e a r y ob ject ions to the TVA . One example
was an accusa t i on by a Kansas Congressman tha t T VA cons t i t u t ed a subsidy
t o the va l l ey pa i d b y Kansas d o l l a r s , Jones pointed o u t t ha t t he people o f the
Tennessee Va l ley d i d n o t comp la i n when Kansas rece ived [ 1 0 0 d d i sas te r r e l i e f
i n t he am o u n t o f $38 m i l l i o n , n o r d i d t he T V A a r e a comp la in when a huge
F e d e r a l p r o j e c t , t he Tu t t l e C r e e k D a m , w a s approved f o r Kansas. I n o ne f o r m
or ano the r the P ow e r T r u s t is constant ly p r e s s i n g t h e accusa t i on t ha t F e d e r a l
t a x d o l l a r s f r o m a l l o v e r t he coun t r y a r e un j u s t l y being spen t i n o n e pa r t i c u l a r
l o c a l e - t h e s e v e n s t a t e , fi v e m i l l i o n people. T V A a r ea . T h i s accusa t i on
manages t o i gno re t he f a c t t h a t t h i s i s necessa r i l y t he c a s e w i t h a l l F e d e r a l
p r o j e c t s - t h e y c a n on l y be l o c a t e d in o n e p lace - a n d obv ious ly d ams c a n n o t
be b u i l t w h e r e t h e r e a r e no su i t ab l e r i v e r s .

T h e P u b l i c Wo r k s C omm i t t e e has j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r l e g i s l a t i o n a f f ec t i ng
T V A and t h e Congressman t e s t i fi e d b e f o r e i t on b e h a l f o f t h e se l f - financ ing
b i l l and , O f c o u r s e , he lped to c a r r y on the hear ings f r o m h i s p o s i t i o n on the
commi t t ee . T h e c omm i t t e e m em b e r s have the oppo r t un i t y t o c ross -exam 'me
the i n d i v i d ua l s who t e s t i f y. Need l e ss to s a y, s o m e of t he representa t i ves o f
the P ow e r T r u s t h a d s o m e v e r y u n c om f o r t a b l e m o m e n t s b e f o r e t h e commi t tee .

Some h a v e i nd i ca t ed t h a t they f e l t Cong ressman Jones ‘ charges aga ins t
t h e Adm in i s t r a t i on ' s w a t e r r e s o u r c e s and p o w e r po l i c i e s w e r e somewha t
exaggerated. P e r h a p s t h i s c a n b e s t be r e f u t e d by c i t i n g the s n r d i d s i t u a t i o n
w h i c h Senator Ke f auve r ‘ s Senate subcomm i t t ee on A n t i - T r u s t and Monopoly
brought t o l i g h t . M r . G o r d o n G r a y, D i r e c t o r o f De fense Mob i l i z a t i o n , w a s
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p r o po sa l s a l so d isparaged t h e mu l t i p l e -pu rpose t y p e o f development - t h e

on l y scheme w h i c h r e a l l y develops, u t i l i z e s , and conse r ves t h e v i t a l r e s o u r c e s
o f an e n t i r e r i v e r basin. The Hun t s v i l l e T i m e s commen ted as f o l l ows on the
si tuat ion:

T he T VA is approaching the capaci ty of i t s genera t ing
f a c i l i t i e s . I t has been paying f o r add i t iona l u n i t s t he
p a s t f e w mon t h s o u t o f i t s o w n p o w e r r e venues . I t
c a n ' t g o on m u c h f u r t h e r. The P re s i d en t ' s budget
p r ov i ded no f u n d s . . .

T h e a l t e r na t i ve is ase l f -financ ing b i l l . T h e Jones b i l l
is favo red by T VA , because i t cont inues t h e i n t eg r i t y
o f t h e agency, and seeks to ma in t a i n i t s ope ra t i on on
t h e s am e object ives, on w h i c h i t w a s establ ished a l ‑
m o s t a qua r t e r cen tu r y ago,

T h i s , h o w e v e r , does n o t m e e t t h e w i s h e s o f the Budge t
B u r e a u o r o f P r e s i d en t E i s enhowe r.

The A dm i n i s t r a t i o n and t h e P o w e r T r u s t fought F e d e r a l a pp r op r i a t i o n s
t o expand T VA on t he b a s i s t h a t s u chapp r op r i a t i o n s w e r e ' ' s u b s i d i e s " (ac tua l l y
T V A m u s t r e p a y a l l s u ch funds) and on the o t h e r hand t he y ba t t l ed t h e s e l f ‑
financ ing p l a n in sp i t e o f t he f a c t t ha t i t w o u l d e l i m i n a t e s u c h 'subs id ies . " !
A c t u a l l y, s u c h a p o s i t i o n i s n o t as pa radox i ca l as i t sounds, n o t w h e n r e v i ewed
in t h e l i g h t o f t h e r e a l i n t e r e s t of t he Administrat ion: t he d e s t r u c t i o n of pub l i c
p o w e r .

T i m e and t i m e aga in in h e a r i n g s on t h e se l f -financ ing b i l l , t he Rep resen ‑
t a t i v e h a d to r e f u t e the s a m e o l d w e a r y object ions to t h e T VA . One example
w a s an accusa t i on by a Kansas Congressman t h a t T V A c o n s t i t u t e d a subs idy
t o the va l l e y p a i d b y Kansas d o l l a r s . Jones po in ted o u t t h a t t h e peop le o f t h e
Tennessee Va l l e y d i d n o t c omp l a i n w h e n Kansas r e c e i v e d fl o o d d i s a s t e r r e l i e f
i n t he a m o u n t o f $38 m i l l i o n , n o r d i d t he T V A a r e a comp la i n w h e n a huge
F e d e r a l p r o j e c t , t h e Tu t t l e C r e e k Dam , w a s approved f o r Kansas . I n o n e f o r m
or ano the r the P ow e r T r u s t i s cons tan t l y p r e s s i n g t he accusa t ion t h a t F e d e r a l
t a x d o l l a r s f r o m a l l o v e r t h e coun t r y a r e un j u s t l y being spen t i n o n e pa r t i c u l a r
l o c a l e - t h e s e v e n s t a t e , fi v e m i l l i o n peop le , T V A a r e a . T h i s a c c u s a t i o n
manages t o i gno re t he f a c t t h a t t h i s i s necessa r i l y t he c a s e w i t h a l l F e d e r a l
p r o j e c t s - t hey c a n on l y be l o ca t ed in o n e p lace - a n d obv ious ly dams c a n n o t
be b u i l t w h e r e t h e r e a r e no su i tab le r i v e r s .

T h e P u b l i c Wo r k s Comm i t t e e has j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r l eg i s l a t i on a f fec t ing
T V A and t h e Congressman t e s t i fi ed b e f o r e i t on beha l f o f t h e se l f - financ ing
b i l l and, o f c o u r s e , helped to c a r r y on the hear ings f r o m h i s pos i t i on on the
commi t tee . T h e c omm i t t e e membe r s h a v e the oppor tun i ty t o c ross -exam ine
t h e ind i v i dua l s who t e s t i f y. Need less to say, s o m e of the representa t ives of
the Powe r T r u s t had s om e v e r y uncomfo r t ab l e m om e n t s b e f o r e t h e c o m m i t t e e ,

Some h a v e i nd i ca t ed t h a t t hey f e l t Cong ressman Jones ' cha rges aga i ns t
t h e Adm in i s t r a t i on ' s w a t e r r e s o u r c e s and p o w e r po l i c i e s w e r e somewha t
exaggerated. P e r h a p s t h i s c a n b e s t be re f u t ed by c i t i n g the s o r d i d s i t ua t i on
w h i c h Senator Ke fauve r ' s Senate subcommi t t ee on A n t i - T r u s t and Monopo ly
brought t o l i g h t . M r . G o r d o n G r a y, D i r e c t o r o f De fense Mob i l i z a t i o n , w a s
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brought i n f o r questioning on why he i ssued Lax w r i t e - o f f ce r t i fi ca tes to the
Idaho P o w e r Company to c o v e r 65 p e r c e n t o f t h e est imated c o s t o f $67 m i l l i o n
f o r t h e Brownlee D am and 60 p e r c e n t of t he $36 m i l l i o n c o s t f o r t he Oxbow
D a m in sp i t e of the f a c t t ha t Secretary of t he I n t e r i o r , F r e d A. Seaton, had
s t r o n g l y oppo sed these t a x c u t s as unnecessary. He was a l s o ques t ioned r e ‑
garding am emo r a n d umwh i c h t h e subcommittee h a d discove r e d w h i c h indicated
t ha t t he p r i v a t e p owe r company ' s app l i c a t i o n f o r t a x cu ts had been " c l e a r ed "
w i t h ShermanAdams, Administrative Ass is tan t to the President , a n d o t h e r
p r e s i d e n t i a l a s s i s t a n t s . M r . G r a y re fused t o answer e igh t q ue s t i o n s regard ing
t h i s memorandum.

Apparent ly, t h i s s o r t o f behav ior w a s beginning to be no t i c ed by the
m em b e r s of Congress a n d a sl ight ly d i fferent a t t i t ude was emerging. In the
annua l fight f o r a pp r o p r i a t i o n s , t h e House vo t e d 244 t o 158 t o defeat a n a m e n d ‑
m e n t w h i c h w o u l d have reduced T VA app r op r i a t i o n s f r o m approximately $13
m i l l i o n to $3.5 mi l l i on . It w a s the m o s t substantial m a r g i n t ha t p r o - T V A
fo rces in t h e House had been ab le to achieve in s e v e r a l y e a r s .

The Pub l i c Works Committee r e p o r t e d t h e Jones self‐financing b i l l f a v o r ‑
ab ly b u t it subsequently m e t a snag in the Rules Committee a n d no f u r t h e r
p r o g r e s s w a s made in passing t h i s l eg i s l a t i on . Several o the r b i l l s rega rd ing
self-financing w e r e introduced and s o m e w e r e i n s p i r e d by the Administration
which c a r r i e d clauses a n d s t i pu l a t i ons wh i c h w o u l d defeat the who le p u r p o s e
of t he agency in g e n e r a l and self‐financing in p a r t i c u l a r .

Leg is la t ion in t h i s sess ion was he ld back by a long and pa r t i a l l y success ‑
f u l ( f o r the South) battle o v e r a c i v i l r i g h t s b i l l . Needlees to say, Rep. Jones
fought long and h a r d f o r the Southern cause.

The passing of Raymond Pa t y l e f t a vacancy on the T VA Boa rd of D i r e c ‑
t o r s and President Eisenhower nominated A r n o l d R. Jones to fi l l the pos i t i o n .
The nom inee w a s unacceptab le to t he f r i endso f T VA since he admitted tha t he
had g r a v e reserva t ions about the w i sdom and feasibil ity o f the T V A Ac t . Rep.
Jones fought the nominat ion s ince He r be r t Voga l , Chairman of t h e th ree m a n
T VA Board , was a l s o a Presidential appo i n t ee and, in the words of t he Con ‑
g r e s sman , " h a d demonstrated h i s wil l ingness a n d even h i s enthus iasm f o r
following t h e directives of t h e President a n d the Budget Bureau." These
d i rec t i ves w e r e altogether detr imental to the v i t a l interests of the agency as
has been shownprev ious ly. T h e a p p o i n tm e n t o f M r . A r n o l d Jones wou l d g ive
enemies o f T VA a ma jo r i t y v o t e on the Boa rd o f D i rec tors o f the agency i t s e l f
- t h i s incidentally, in flagran t v io la t ion o f the intended "non-po l i t i ca l " c h a r ‑
a c t e r of the TVA. Congressman Jones commen ted r a t he r d r i l y as follows:

I believe t h a t n e i t h e r I n o r t h e people of t he Tennessee
Va l l e y w i l l b e considered p r e sump tuous i f we say t ha t
we believe the l a w ca l l s f o r a be t t e r man. . .

1n t h e p r e s e n t circumstances ne i t h e r t h e T VA , n o r
t he people w h o s t a n d i n pa r t ne r sh i p w i t h i t , n o r y e t
t h e n a t i o n wh i c h owns t h e T VA , c a n a f f o r d the l u x u r y
o f a . d i r e c t o r w h o h a s s u c h r e s e r v a t i o n s about t h e
w i sdom o f t h e T V A A c t .

In spi te of the Congressman‘s e f f o r t s a n d in defiance of t he needs of t he agency,
M r . A r n o l d Jones eventually w a s confi rmed and n o w s i t s on t h e Board of
Di rec tors o f a g o v e r n m e n t a l agency w h i c h h e believes shou ld b e destroyed.
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brought i n f o r questioning on why he i ssued tax w r i t e - o f f ce r t i fi ca tes t o the

Idaho P o w e r Company to c o v e r 65 p e r c e n t o f t h e es t ima ted c o s t o f $67 m i l l i o n
f o r t h e Brownlee D am and 60 p e r c e n t of t he $36 m i l l i o n c o s t f o r t he Oxbow
D a m in s p i t e of t he f a c t t ha t Secretary of t he I n t e r i o r , F r e d A. Seaton, had
s t r o ng l y oppo sed these t a x c u t s as unnecessary, He was a l s o ques t i oned r e ‑
garding amemo r a n d umwh i ch the subcommittee h a d discovered wh i c h indicated
tha t t he p r i v a t e powe r company ' s app l i ca t i on f o r t a x cuts had been "'cleared!!
w i t h ShermanAdams, Administrative Assis tant to the President, a n d o t h e r
p res iden t i a l ass i s tan ts . M r . G r a y refused to answer e ight ques t i ons rega rd ing
t h i s m e m o r a n d u m ,

Apparent ly, t h i s s o r t of behavior w a s beginning to be no t i c e d by the
membe r s o f Congress a n d a Slight ly d i f fe ren t at t i tude w a s emerg ing . In the
annua l fight f o r a pp r o p r i a t i o n s , t h e House vo t e d 244 t o 158 tode fea t a n am e n d ‑
m e n t wh i c h wo u l d have reduced T VA app rop r i a t i ons f r o m approximately $13
m i l l i o n to $3.5 mi l l ion . It w a s the m o s t substantial m a r g i n t h a t p r o - T VA
fo rces in the House had been ab le to achieve in s e v e r a l y e a r s ,

The Pub l i c Wo r k s Committee r e p o r t e d t h e Jones self-financing b i l l f a v o r ‑
ab l y bu t it subsequently m e t a snag in the Rules Committee a n d no f u r t h e r
p r o g r e s s w a s made in passing t h i s legis lat ion, Several o t h e r b i l l s regard ing
self-financing w e r e introduced and s o m e w e r e i n s p i r e d by t he Administration
wh ich c a r r i e d clauses a n d st ipu la t ions w h i c h w o u l d defeat the whole pu r po se
of t h e agency in g e n e r a l a n d self-financing in p a r t i c u l a r .

L eg i s l a t i o n i n t h i s s e s s i o n w a s he l d b a c k by a long a n d pa r t i a l l y success ‑
f u l ( f o r the South) bat t le o v e r a c i v i l r i gh ts b i l l , Needless to say, Rep. Jones
fought long a n d h a r d f o r the Southern cause,

The pass ing o f Raymond Paty l e f t a vacancy on the T VA Boa r d o f D i r e c ‑
t o r s a n d Pres iden t Eisenhower nom ina t ed A r n o l d R. Jones to fi l l t h e p o s i t i o n ,
The nom inee w a s unaccep tab l e t o t h e f r iendso f T V A s ince he adm i t t ed that he
had g r a v e r e s e r v a t i o n s about t h e w i s d om and feasibi l i ty o f the T VA A c t , Rep.
Jones fought t h e nomina t ion s ince He r b e r t Vogal , Chairman of t h e th ree m a n
T VA Board , wa s a l s o a Presidential appo i n t ee and, in the words of t he Con ‑
g r e s sman , ' ' had demonstrated h i s wi l l ingness a n d e v e n h i s enthus iasm f o r
fol lowing t he direct ives of t h e President a n d the Budget Bureau."' These
direct ives w e r e altogether detr imental to the v i t a l interests of t he agency as
has been shownprev ious ly. The appo in tmento f M r . A r n o l d Jones wo u l d g i ve
enem ies o f T VA a ma j o r i t y v o t e on t h e Boa rd o f D i rec tors o f the agency i t s e l f
- t h i s incidentally, in flagrant v io lat ion o f the intended "non-po l i t i ca l " c h a r ‑
a c t e r of the TVA. Congressman Jones commen t ed r a t h e r d r i l y as follows:

I believe t h a t ne i t he r I n o r t h e peop le of t h e Tennessee
Val ley w i l l b e considered p r e sump tuous i f we say tha t
we bel ieve the l a w ca l l s f o r a be t te r m a n . . .

In the p r e s e n t circumstances ne i t h e r the T VA , n o r
t h e peop le who s tand i n pa r t n e r s h i p w i t h i t , n o r y e t
t h e n a t i o n wh i c h owns the T VA , c a n a f f o r d the l u x u r y
o f a d i r e c t o r w h o has s u c h r e s e r v a t i o n s about t h e
w i sdom o f t h e T V A A c t ,

In sp i te of t he Congressman's e f f o r t s and in defiance of t he needs of t he agency,
M r . A r n o l d Jones eventually was confi rmed and n ow s i t s on the Boa rd of
Di rec tors o f a g o v e r n m e n t a l agency wh i c h h e believes shou ld b e destroyed,
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A l l of w h i c h is j u s t a n o t h e r e xamp l e of h ow President Eisenhower fu lfi l led
h i s campaign p r o m i s e to ma i n t a i n T VA at "max imum efficiency.” However,
t he destruct ive e f f o r t s of t h e Admin is t ra t ion w e r e o f t e n defeated and as Rep.
E l l i o t t , o f Alabama, said:

I f I had to select o n e m a n in the House of Represen ‑
t a t i v e s who has done m o r e t o p r e s e r v e T VA , i t w o u l d
be y o u r o w n Bob Jones. H i s e f f o r t s have been l i k e an
a r m in the d ike aga ins t t he ang r y w a t e r s threatening
TVA .

On ano the r embat t led f r o n t t h e Congressman introduced a n e w c o t t o n b i l l
wh i ch , i f p a s s e d , w o u l d p r o v i d e $ 8 m i l l i o n t o Alabama c o t t o n f a rme rs i n
c om p e n s a t i o n f o r co t t on acreage they l o s t t o o t h e r s ta tes s ince 1950. Th is
c omp e n s a t i o n w a s t o b e ma d e i n t he f o r m o f S o i l B a n k p a ym e n t s . Te n membe r s
o f t he House j o i ned i n t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h i s p r o po sa l . M r . Maynard L a yman
c omme n t e d i n t h e Decatur Da i l y, " T h e thanks a n d deep a p p r e c i a t i o n o f a l l
c o t t o n fa rmers shou ld g o t o B o b J o n e s , " Th i s b i l l a l s o p r o v i d e d f o r m a t e s
and bounds m e a s u r e m e n t s w h i c h wou l d a f f o r d a m o r e a c c u r a t e su rvey and
el iminate many i n j u s t i c e s . Another impo r t a n t p r o v i s i o n s t i p u l a t e d t h a t t he
c o t t o n producing s ta tes b e g u a r a n t e e d a t l eas t 9 9 p e r c e n t o f p r e s e n t ac reage
through 1958. The Cot ton Hardsh ip Committee endorsed t h i s b i l l 100%.

The inequit ies in the Republ ican c o t t o n p r o g r am c a n bes t be i l lus t ra ted
by the following figures l is t ing co t ton acreage reductions in the s ta te c o m ‑
p a r e d w i t h the nation:

Alabama
1950 1957

1,294,315 acres 1,028,000 ac res
Di fference - 266,315 acres

Nat ion
1950 1957

17,948,000 a c r e s 17,585,000 a c r e s
Difference - 363,000 a c r e s

A l l o f wh i ch me a n s t h a t A labama absorbed 73 p e r c e n t of the e n t i r e nat ional
o u t between 1950 a n d 1957.

Ci t ing ano the r indication o f t h e f a i l u r e o f the Ben son f a r m p r o g r a m , C o n ‑
g r e s s m a n Jones r e p o r t e d the following:

On January 20,1953, w h e n Benson t o o k o v e r t h e A g r i ‑
cu l t u re Depar tment , the t o t a l p r i c e s u p p o r t losses t h a t
h a d been accumulated o v e r t h e p r e v i o u s 20 y e a r s
amoun ted to $1,064,017,225. On January 1,1957, a f t e r
f o u r y e a r s o f Benson man a g emen to f t h e A g r i c u l t u r e
Depar tmen t , these losses amoun ted to $4,005,229.643.
Thus, we find tha t f o u r y e a r s of "Bensonism" have
c o s t t h e taxpayers a lmos t t h ree t imes as m u c h as 20
y e a r s of Democ ra t i c administrationof the depar tment .
In add i t ion to t h i s dep lo rab le s i tua t ion in t h e f a r m
p i c t u r e , w e should a l s o po in t ou t t h a t s i nce Benson
took o v e r the we l f a r e o f o u r f a rme r s i n 1953, f a r m
income has droppedn e a r l y n i n e b i l l i o n dollars.
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A l l of w h i c h is j u s t a n o t h e r e xamp l e of h ow President Eisenhower f u l fi l l e d

h i s campaign p r o m i s e to ma i n t a i n T VA at "max imum efficiency." However,
the destruct ive e f f o r t s of t he Admin is t ra t ion w e r e o f t e n defeated and as Rep.
E l l i o t t , o f Alabama, said:

I f I had to se lec t o n e m a n in t he House of Represen ‑
t a t i v e s who has done m o r e t o p r e s e r v e T VA , i t w o u l d
be y o u r o w n Bob Jones. H i s e f fo r t s have been l i k e an
a r m in the d ike aga ins t t he ang r y w a t e r s threatening
TVA .

On another embatt led f r on t t he Congressman introduced a n e w co t t o n b i l l
wh ich , i f p a s sed , wou l d p r o v i d e $8 m i l l i o n t o Alabama co t t o n fa rmers i n
c ompen s a t i o n f o r co t t on acreage they l o s t t o o t h e r s ta tes s ince 1950. Th i s
c ompen s a t i o n w a s t o b e made i n t h e f o r m o f So i l Bank payments. Te n membe r s
o f t h e House j o i ned i n t he p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h i s p r oposa l . M r , Maynard Layman
c omme n t e d i n t h e Decatur Da i l y, " T h e thanks a n d deep a p p r e c i a t i o n o f a l l
c o t t o n f a rme rs shou ld go to B o b Jones.''! T h i s b i l l a l s o p r o v i d e d f o r m e t e s
and bounds m e a s u r e m e n t s w h i c h wou l d a f f o r d a m o r e a c c u r a t e su r vey and
el iminate many in jus t i ces . A n o t h e r impo r t an t p r o v i s i o n s t i pu la ted t h a t t h e
co t t on producing states b e g u a r a n t e e d a t l eas t 9 9 p e r c e n t o f p r e s e n t ac reage
through 1958. The Cot ton Hardsh ip Committee endorsed t h i s b i l l 100%.

The inequit ies in the Repub l i can co t ton p r o g r a m c a n b e s t be i l l us t ra ted
by the following figures l i s t ing c o t t o n acreage reduct ions in the s t a t e c o m ‑
p a r e d w i t h the nation:

Alabama
1950 1957

1,294,315 a c r e s 1,028,000 a c r e s
Di fference - 266,315 a c r e s

Nat ion
1950 1957

17,948,000 a c r e s 17,585,000 a c r e s
Difference - 363,000 a c r e s

A l l of wh i c h mean s tha t A labama absorbed 73 p e r c e n t of t he e n t i r e na t i o na l
c u t between 1950 a n d 1957,

C i t i ng ano the r indicat ion of t h e f a i l u r e of the Benson f a r m p r o g r am ,C o n ‑
g r e s sma n Jones r e p o r t e d the following:

On January 20, 1953, w h e n Benson t o o k o v e r t h e A g r i ‑
cu l t u r e Department , t he t o t a l p r i c e s u p p o r t losses t h a t
h a d been accumulated o v e r t he p r e v i o u s 20 y e a r s
amounted to $1,064,017,225. On January 1,1957, a f t e r
f o u r y e a r s o f Benson man a g emen to f t h e A g r i c u l t u r e
Depar tment , these losses amoun ted to $4,005,229,643,
Thus, we find tha t f o u r y e a r s of ' 'Bensonism" have
c o s t t h e taxpayers a lmos t th ree t imes as m u c h as 20
y e a r s of Democ ra t i c administrationof t h e depar tment .
In add i t ion to t h i s dep lorab le s i tua t ion in t he f a r m
p i c t u r e , w e should a l so po in t ou t t h a t s ince Benson
took o v e r t he we l f a r e o f o u r f a rme r s i n 1953, f a r m
income has dropped n e a r l y n i n e b i l l i o n d o l l a r s ,
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T h e C o t t o n H a r d s h i p C o m m i t t e e a g a i n c a m e to Washington to t e l l t h e i r
s t o r y i n p e r s o n . C o n g r e s s m a n Jones p r e s e n t e d t h e m t o the H o u s e s u b c o m ‑
m i t t e e a n d t h e H a r d s h i p C o m m i t t e e t e s t i fi e d i n s u p p o r t o f Jones ' n e w c o t t o n
b i l l , T h e s e h e a r i n g s b r o u g h t t o l i g h t s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g fac ts - f a c t s Wh ich
e x p l a i n w h y Rep. Jones h a s fought so h a r d f o r c o t t o n f a r m e r r e l i e f leg is la t ion .
O v e r 21,556 f a r m f a m i l i e s q u i t t h e i r f a r m s i n A l a b a m a d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d
b e t w e e n 1950 a n d 1957. D u r i n g t h e s a m e p e r i o d , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 300,000
f a r m e r s a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n d e s e r t e d f a r m i n g . T h e n u m b e r o f c o t t o n g ins f e l l
f r o m 1200 to 300 d u r i n g t h e s a m e y e a r s a n d across t h e n a t i o n s o m e 250,000
f a r m e r s w e r e o n r e l i e f .

T h e P r e s i d e n t ' s a t t i t u d e towards t h i s s i t u a t i o n w a s r e v e a l e d i n a p r e s s
conference. T h e Pres i den t w a s a s k e d f o r s o m e r e a s o n s exp la in ing t h e r i s i n g
c o s t o f l i v i n g and h i s r e p l y fo l l ows :

N o w p a r t o f t h a t r i s e , o f c o u r s e , i s due t o t h e d e ‑
l i b e r a t e p o l i c y t o b r i n g t o the f a r m e r s t h e i r o w n
p r o p e r s h a r e o f na t iona l i n c o m e . We say " p r o p e r
s h a r e " and I a m n o t s u r e w h a t t h a t m e a n s b u t , a s y o u
k n o w , they h a v e t a k e n c e r t a i n y e a r s t o b e r e p r e s e n ‑
t a t i v e o f j u s t i c e i n t h i s m a t t e r , a n d h a v e t r i e d t o
a p p r o a c h t h a t t h r o u g h a l l s o r t s o f l a w s .

R e f e r r i n g t o G o v e r n m e n t p r o g r a m s i n general a t t h i s s a m e c o n f e r e n c e ,
P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r r e m a r k e d t h e r e a r e “ p r o b a b l y o n l y a v e r y f e w o f t h e m
t h a t shou ld be dropped." He c i t e d “ t h e f a r m p r o g r a m " and " w a t e r a n t i ‑
p o l l u t i o n p r o g r a m " a s " t h i n g s o f that c h a r a c t e r " w h i c h t h e G o v e r n m e n t c a n
do  w i thou t .

A s the s e s s i o n d r e w t o a c l o s e , the c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r n a t i o n a l f a r m po l i cy
became r i g i d l y stalemated a n d b o t h s ides gathered t h e i r f o r c e s f o r t h e c o m i n g
bat t le in the n e x t session.

When t h e C o n g r e s s m a n r e t u r n e d t o h i s d i s t r i c t , h e m a d e a t o u r o f a l l
s e v e n c o u n t i e s . T h e r e s u l t o f t h i s personal i nves t i ga t i on w a s a t e l e g r a m to
the S e c r e t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e po in t i ng o u t t h a t c r o p s i n t h e a r e a had b e e n
devas ta ted by c o n s t a n t r a i n s f o r 30 days a n d i m p l o r i n g r e l i e f f r o m the A g r i ‑
c u l t u r e D e p a r t m e n t . F o r t y - I i v e coun t ies i n N o r t h a n d C e n t r a l A l a b a m a w e r e
s o o n m a d e e l ig ib le f o r emergency c r o p d i s a s t e r a id . T h e C o n g r e s s m a n a l s o
s e c u r e d e m e r g e n c y F H A l o a n s f o r s e v e r a l coun t ies i n t h e d i s t r i c t .

In h i s p o s i t i o n as c h a i r m a n of the subcommit tee on P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s a n d
G r o u n d s , t h e Representa t i ve s ta r ted a c r u s a d e to do a w a y w i t h t h e A d m i n i s ‑
t r a t i o n ‘ s scheme f o r " l e a s e - p u r c h a s e " o f pub l i c b u i l d i n g s a n d sought a r e t u r n
to the o l d m e t h o d of d i r e c t Congressional appropr iat ion.

T h e M i l w a u k e e Jou rna l supported t h e Jones c r u s a d e i n t h e f o l l o w i n g
ed i t o r i a l :

Te s t i m o n y f r o m t w o b r a n c h e s o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t a b o u t
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ‘ 5 l e a s e - p u r c h a s e p l a n l e a d s t o a n
i n e s c a p a b l e conc lus ion . U n d e r t h e l e a s e - p u r c h a s e
p l a n , t h e G o v e r n m e n t , i n s t e a d o f a p p r o p r i a t i n g f u n d s
f o r t h e const ruc t ion of p o s t o f fi c e s , c o u r t houses and
s i m i l a r b u i l d i n g s , s igns a c o n t r a c t w i t h p r i v a t e i n t e r ‑
e s t s w h i c h t h e n c o n s t r u c t t h e b u i l d i n g s and r e n t t h e m
t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t .
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T h e C o t t o n H a r d s h i p C o m m i t t e e a g a i n c a m e to Washington to t e l l t h e i r

s t o r y i n p e r s o n . Congressman Jones p resen ted t h e m to the H o u s e s u b c o m ‑
m i t t e e a n d t h e H a r d s h i p C o m m i t t e e t e s t i fi e d i n s u p p o r t o f J o n e s ' n e w c o t t o n
b i l l . T h e s e h e a r i n g s b r o u g h t t o l i g h t s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g fac ts - f a c t s w h i c h
e x p l a i n w h y Rep. Jones h a s fought so h a r d f o r c o t t o n f a r m e r r e l i e f leg is la t ion ,
O v e r 21,556 f a r m f a m i l i e s qu i t t h e i r f a r m s i n A l a b a m a d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d
be tween 1950 and 1957, D u r i n g t h e s a m e per iod , app rox ima te l y 300,000
f a r m e r s a c r o s s the n a t i o n dese r ted f a r m i n g . T h e n u m b e r o f c o t t o n gins f e l l
f r o m 1200 to 300 d u r i n g t h e s a m e y e a r s and a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n s o m e 250,000
f a r m e r s w e r e o n r e l i e f .

T h e P r e s i d e n t ' s a t t i t ude towards t h i s s i t ua t i on w a s r e v e a l e d i n a p r e s s
conference. T h e Pres i den t w a s a s k e d f o r s o m e r e a s o n s expla in ing t h e r i s i n g
c o s t o f l i v i n g and h i s r e p l y f o l l ows :

N o w p a r t o f t h a t r i s e , o f c o u r s e , i s due t o the d e ‑
l i b e r a t e p o l i c y t o b r i n g t o t h e f a r m e r s t h e i r o w n
p r o p e r s h a r e o f n a t i o n a l i n c o m e . W e s a y " p r o p e r
share ’ ! and l a m n o t s u r e w h a t t h a t m e a n s b u t , as y o u
k n o w , they h a v e t a k e n c e r t a i n y e a r s t o b e r e p r e s e n ‑
t a t i v e o f j u s t i c e i n t h i s m a t t e r , a n d have t r i e d t o
a p p r o a c h t h a t t h r o u g h a l l s o r t s o f l a w s .

R e f e r r i n g t o G o v e r n m e n t p r o g r a m s i n genera l a t t h i s s a m e c o n f e r e n c e ,
P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r r e m a r k e d t h e r e a r e " p r o b a b l y o n l y a v e r y f e w o f t h e m
t h a t shou ld be dropped.'"' He c i t e d ' ' t h e f a r m p r o g r a m " a n d " w a t e r a n t i ‑
p o l l u t i o n p r o g r a m " a s " t h i n g s o f t h a t c h a r a c t e r " w h i c h t h e G o v e r n m e n t c a n
do  w i t hou t .

A s the s e s s i o n d r e w t o a c l o s e , t h e c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r n a t i o n a l f a r m p o l i c y
b e c a m e r i g i d l y s t a l e m a t e d a n d b o t h s ides gathered t h e i r f o r c e s f o r t h e c o m i n g
b a t t l e i n t h e n e x t sess ion .

When t h e C o n g r e s s m a n r e t u r n e d t o h i s d i s t r i c t , h e m a d e a t o u r o f a l l
s e v e n coun t i es . T h e r e s u l t o f t h i s pe rsona l i nves t i ga t i on w a s a t e l e g r a m to
the S e c r e t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e po in t i ng o u t t h a t c r o p s i n t h e a r e a had b e e n
devas ta ted by c o n s t a n t r a i n s f o r 30 days a n d i m p l o r i n g r e l i e f f r o m t h e A g r i ‑
c u l t u r e D e p a r t m e n t . F o r t y - fi v e coun t ies i n N o r t h a n d C e n t r a l A l a b a m a w e r e
s o o n m a d e e l ig ib le f o r e m e r g e n c y c r o p d i s a s t e r a id . T h e C o n g r e s s m a n a l s o
s e c u r e d e m e r g e n c y F H A l o a n s f o r s e v e r a l coun t ies i n t h e d i s t r i c t .

In h i s p o s i t i o n as c h a i r m a n of t h e subcommit tee on Pub l i c Bu i l d ings and
Grounds, the Representa t i ve s t a r t e d a crusade to do a w a y w i t h t h e A d m i n i s ‑
t r a t i o n ' s scheme f o r " l ease -pu rchase " o f pub l i c bu i l d i ngs a n d sought a r e t u r n
to t h e o l d m e t h o d of d i r e c t Congressionalappropr iat ion,

T h e M i l w a u k e e Journa l supported t h e Jones c rusade i n the f o l l o w i n g
e d i t o r i a l :

Te s t i m o n y f r o m t w o b r a n c h e s o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t abou t
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s lease-pu rchase p l a n l e a d s t o a n
i n e s c a p a b l e c o n c l u s i o n , U n d e r t h e l e a s e - p u r c h a s e
p l a n , t h e G o v e r n m e n t , i n s t e a d o f a p p r o p r i a t i n g f u n d s
f o r the const ruc t ion of p o s t o ffices , c o u r t houses and
s i m i l a r bu i ld ings , s igns a c o n t r a c t w i t h p r i v a t e i n t e r‑
e s t s w h i c h t h e n c o n s t r u c t t h e b u i l d i n g s and r e n t t h e m
t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t ,
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A f t e r 20 y e a r s the bui ld ings be come Governmen t
p r o p e r t y, b u t i n t h e m e a n t i m e , the Go v e rmnen t h a s
p a i d r e n t a l s l a r g e enough t o c o v e r n o t on l y c o n ‑
s t r u c t i o n c o s t s , bu t t h e financing charges and p r o fi t s
o f t h e p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e s i t h a s d e a l t w i t h . O n 146
F e d e r a l bu i ld ings planned, the Go v e r nmen t w o u l d pay
$634,500,000 m o r e t h a n it wou l d p a y if t h e s a m e s t r u c ‑
t u r e s w e r e b u i l t d i r e c t l y u nde r d i r e c t a pp r o p r i a t i o n s .

T h e c omm i t t e e t h e n h e a r d F r a n k l i n G . F l o e t e , head o f
t h e G e n e r a l Se rv i ces Admin is t ra t ion, exp la i n why the
lease-purchase p l a n has bogged down. I t c a n be made
to w o r k , he sa id , i f t he U.S. Treasu r y w i l l a l l ow h ighe r
i n t e r e s t p a ymen t s t h a n a t p r e s en t a n d i f c o n s t r u c t i o n
c o s t s e s t ima t e s a r e inc reased e l e ven p e r cen t . I n
o t h e r w o r d s , t h e Government i s unable to g e t i t s b u i l d ‑
i n g done by the lease -pu rchase me t h o d un less i t i s
w i l l i n g to p a y a g r e a t dea l m o r e t h a n the $635,500,000
in e x c e s s c o s t s a l ready in s igh t u n de r t h e p r o g r a m as
n o w se t u p . . .

T h e Congressman i n t r o du ced a b i l l to s cu t t l e t h i s lease-purchase p lan .
L a t e r in t h e sess ion , t he subcommit tee app r o ved t h e b i l l w h i c h au t ho r i z ed
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 141 p r o j e c t s by d i r e c t app rop r i a t i ons r a t h e r than by the
Adminis t ra t ion ‘ 5 scheme.

Once again, dur ing th is sess ion , Congressman Jones l e d a t o u r o f House
Membe r s t h r ough the T VA s y s t em i n o r d e r t ha t they m i g h t get a fi r s t hand
l o o k a t i t s g r ea t con t r ibu t ion to the Va l ley. Th i s tour ing group wa s especia l ly
i n te res ted in flood c o n t r o l and TVA ' S r e c o r d in t h i s r e g a r d i s especia l ly o u t ‑
standing‘ T h e t o t a l i n v e s tmen t i n fl o o d c o n t r o l i n t he e n t i r e s y s t em i s
$184,000,000 and y e t dur ing t h e yea rs be tween 1944 and 1959 the T V A has
aver ted flood damages in t h e a m o u n t of $140,360,000. Th i s is 76 p e r cen t of
t h e t o t a l flood c o n t r o l c o s t and c o v e r s a p e r i o d o f on ly 1 6 y e a r s .

At t h i s t i m e t h e r e w e r e a l s o s o m e ind ica t ions f r o m the Depa r tmen t o f
Defense tha t t h e Hun tsv i l l e A r s e n a l m i g h t be closed. I t w a s apparen t tha t t h i s
sugges t i on w a s i n sp i r ed by b icker ing and con t r o ve r s y between t h e va r i ous
s e r v i c e s r a t h e r t h a n by t h e r e a l m e r i t s a n d ex igenc ies of t he s i tua t ion . T i m e
ha s c on fi rmed t h e W i s dom o f t h e Rep r e s en t a t i v e ‘ s e f f o r t i n opposing t h i s
suggest ion s i n ce an overwhelming ma j o r i t y of o u r successfu l m i s s i l e s have
b e e n developed at t he Redstone A rsena l . Jones descr ibed Co lone l N i c ke r son
( a n o f fi c e r who g o t i n t o t r o u b l e because h e w r o t e a n exp l o s i v e m e m o r a n d u m
to Congress ional m em b e r s in de fense of Redstone) as the v i c t i m of " p o l i t i c a l
p e r s e c u t i o n brought o n b y t h e A i r F o r c e a s p a r t o f i t s p l a n t o d i s c r ed i t t h e
w o r k going on at Redstone A r s e n a l in t h e development of m i s s i l e s . "

T h e Representa t i ve i n t r o du ced a b i l l to e x t e n d f o r a y e a r t h e Government ' 5
p r o g r a mof f r e e po l i o sho ts to p e r s o n s u nde r twen t y and to expec tan t mothe rs .
Aga i n , he in t roduced t w o h i l l s w h i c h w o u l d b l o c k an e s t ima t e d t w o b i l l i o n
d o l l a r r a i d o n t h e Fede r a l H i ghway T r u s t F u n d b y b o t h pub l i c a n d p r i v a t e
u t i l i t i e s - p rov ing once m o r e h i s g r e a t ob jec t i v i t y s ince t h e Congressman is
p u b l i c p o w e r ' s g r e a t f r i e n d in t h e Congress. He suppor ted a n e w c o r n p r i c e
s tab i l i za t ion p r o g r am in t h e face o f fi e r c e oppos i t i o n and a lso suppor ted an
ex t ens i on i n t he ve t e r ans d i r e c t h om e l o a n p r o g r am .
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A f t e r 20 y e a r s t h e bui ld ings be c ome Governmen t
p r o p e r t y, b u t i n t h e mean t im e , the Go v e r nmen t h a s
p a i d r e n t a l s l a r g e enough t o c o v e r n o t on l y c o n ‑
s t r u c t i o n c o s t s , bu t t he financing charges and p r o fi t s
o f t h e p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e s i t h a s d e a l t w i t h . O n 146
F e d e r a l bu i ld ings planned, t he Gove rnmen t wou l d pay
$634,500,000 m o r e t h a n it wou l d p a y if t h e s a m e s t r u c ‑
t u r e s w e r e b u i l t d i r e c t l y unde r d i r e c t app rop r i a t i ons ,

T h e comm i t t ee t h e n h ea r d F r a n k l i n G . F l oe t e , head o f
t h e Ge n e r a l Serv ices Adm in i s t r a t i on , exp la in why the
lease-purchase p l a n has bogged down. I t c a n be made
t o w o r k , he sa id , i f the U.S. Tr easu r y w i l l a l l ow h i ghe r
i n t e res t paymen t s t han a t p r e s e n t a n d i f cons t r uc t i on
c o s t s es t ima tes a r e i nc reased e leven p e r cen t . I n
o t h e r wo r d s , t he Gove rnmen t i s unable t o g e t i t s b u i l d ‑
i n g done by t h e lease -pu rchase m e t h o d un l e s s i t i s
w i l l i n g to p a y a g r e a t dea l m o r e t h a n the $635,500,000
in e x c e s s c o s t s a l r eady in s igh t u n de r t h e p r o g r a m as
n o w s e t u p . . .

T h e Congressman i n t r o du ced a b i l l to scu t t l e t h i s lease-purchase p lan .
L a t e r in t h e sess ion, t h e subcommit tee app r o ved t h e b i l l w h i c h au t h o r i z e d
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 141 p r o j e c t s b y d i r e c t a p p r o p r i a t i o n s r a t h e r t h a n b y the
Admin is t ra t i on ' s scheme.

Once aga in , dur ing t h i s sess ion , Congressman Jones l e d a t o u r o f H o u s e
Membe r s through t he T V A sys t em i n o r d e r t ha t they m i g h t get a fi r s t hand
l o o k a t i t s g r e a t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t he Va l l e y. T h i s t o u r i n g g r o u p w a s espec ia l l y
i n t e r e s t ed i n fl o o d c o n t r o l a n d T VA ' s r e c o r d i n t h i s r e g a r d i s especia l ly o u t ‑
standing. T h e t o t a l inves tment in fl o o d c o n t r o l i n the e n t i r e s y s t em is
$184,000,000 and ye t dur ing t h e y e a r s between 1944 and 1959 the T VA has
a v e r t e d flood damages in t h e a m o u n t of $140,360,000. T h i s is 76 p e r cen t of
t h e t o t a l flood c o n t r o l c o s t and c o v e r s a pe r i o d o f on ly 1 6 years,

At t h i s t ime t h e r e w e r e a l s o some ind ica t ions f r o m the Depa r tmen t o f
Defense tha t t h e Hun tsv i l l e A r s e n a l m i g h t be closed. I t w a s a p p a r e n t t h a t t h i s
sugges t i on w a s i n sp i r ed by b i c ke r i ng a nd con t r ove r sy between t h e v a r i o u s
s e r v i c e s r a t h e r t h a n by t h e r e a l m e r i t s and ex igenc ies o f t he si tuat ion. T i m e
ha s con fi rmed t h e w i s d om o f t he Rep r e s en t a t i v e ' s e f f o r t i n opposing t h i s
suggest ion s ince an overwhelming ma j o r i t y of o u r successfu l m i ss i l e s have
been developed at the Redstone A rsena l . Jones desc r i bed Co lone l N i c k e r s o n
( an o f fi c e r w h o g o t i n t o t r o u b l e because h e w r o t e a n exp los i ve m e m o r a n d u m
to Congress iona l m emb e r s in defense of Redstone) as t h e v i c t i m of " p o l i t i c a l
p e r s e c u t i o n brought o n b y t h e A i r F o r c e a s p a r t o f i t s p l a n t o d i s c r ed i t t h e
w o r k going on at Redstone A r s e n a l in t he development of m i s s i l e s , "

The Representat ive i n t r oduceda b i l l t o e x t e n d f o r a y e a r t h e Government 's
p r o g r a mof f r e e po l i o shots to p e r s o n s u nde r twen ty a n d to expec tan t m o t h e r s ,
Aga in , he in t roduced t w o b i l l s w h i c h w o u l d b l o c k an e s t ima t e d t w o b i l l i o n
d o l l a r r a i d o n t h e Fede r a l H ighway T r u s t F u n d b y bo t h pub l i c a n d p r i v a t e
u t i l i t i e s - p rov ing on c e m o r e h i s g r e a t ob jec t iv i ty s ince t h e Congressman is
p u b l i c p o w e r ' s g r e a t f r i e n d in t h e Congress, He supported a n e w c o r n p r i c e
s tab i l i za t ion p r o g r am in the face o f fi e r c e oppos i t i on and a lso suppor ted an
ex t ens i on i n t he ve t e r ans d i r e c t h ome l o a n p r o g r am ,
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A s i d e f r o m h i s leg is la t i ve a c t i v i t i e s , Jones m a d e s o m e valuable s u g g e s ‑
t i o n s a n d s t r ong l y u r ged Alabamians to p r om o t e t o u r i s t t r a d e in the sta te . He
w a s i ns t r umen ta l i n s e c u r i n g $30,000 f o r p l ann i ngo f t h e suggested P a i n t R o c k
fl o o d c o n t r o l p r o j e c t - a p r o j e c t w h i c h he a ided and encouraged at e v e r y p o s ‑
s i b l e oppor tun i t y. Jones a l s o p ressed f o r l eg i s la t i on p rov id ing F e d e r a l a i d to
he lp end the fi r e a n t m e n a c e in o v e r 40 Alabama coun t i es . S ome 12 m i l l i o n
A labama a c r e s w e r e a f f e c t ed by t h i s m e n a c e and o v e r $25 m i l l i o n i n damage
h a d a l r e ady been i n fl i c t e d .

He a l s o sponsored an amendmen t to t he Nat iona l Hou s i n gA c t w h i c h wo u l d
p e r m i t t h e sa le o f mo r t gages o f i n d i v i d ua l s , a n d a b i l l a u t ho r i z i n g t h e c o n ‑
s t r u c t i o n o f a na t i o na l m o n u m e n t t o symbo l i ze the idea ls o f d emo c r a c y. Jones
a l s o l e d a successfu l fi g h t aga ins t A l a b ama be ing p laced unde r w h e a t a l l o t ‑
m e n t s f o r whea t p l a n t e r s i n 1957-58.

T h e second s e s s i o n o f t he 8 5 t h Congress began on Janua ry 7 , 1958. The
Cong ressman ‘ s l ong y e a r s o f s e r v i c e i n t he H o u s e gave h i m cons i de rab l e
sen io r i t y - t he a l l i m p o r t a n t c r i t e r i o n w h e n t h e l eade rsh ip pos i t i ons o f t h e
v a r i o u s Congress ional c omm i t t e e s a r e de t e rm i n ed .

T h e r e a l s o u r c e s o f p o w e r i n Congress r e s t i n these i m p o r t a n t pos i t ions
s i n c e , a s men t i o ned e a r l i e r , i t i s i n t h e Comm i t t e e s t h a t m o s t o f t h e w o r k o f
t h e F e d e r a l G o v e r nme n t is accompl ished. On t h e b a s i s o f h i s s en i o r i t y, Rep .
J one s stepped u p t o t h e c h a i rma n s h i p o f t h e Pu b l i c Wo r k s a n d R e s o u r c e s s u b ‑
c o mm i t t e e o f t he H o u s e Go v e r nme n t Operat ions Commi t t ee . A t t he beginning
of t h i s sess ion , t he pas t cha i rman had resigned to accept a judgeship. Th i s
subcomm i t t e e pos i t i o n w a s i n add i t ion t o h i s n o w f am i l i a r posi t ions on the
Pub l i c Works Commi t t ee and h i s cha i rmansh ip o f an impo r t a n t subcommit tee
o f t ha t f u l l c o mm i t t e e , a long w i t h the o t h e r commi t tees b r i e fl y ment ioned
prev ious ly. H i s t w o m a j o r commi t tees and t h e t w o subcommit tees of w h i c h
he was n o w c h a i r m a n w e r e d i r e c t l y conce rned w i t h T VA and o t h e r subjects o f
i n t e r e s t t o the Eighth D i s t r i c t .

Aga in in t h i s sess ion an i mme n s e e f f o r t w a s made to push Jones' s e l f ‑
financ ing b i l l t h r ough t h e Cong ress . No p iece o f l e g i s l a t i o n i n r e c e n t y e a r s
has b e e n the ob jec t o f so m u c h v i c i o u s oppos i t ion - espec ia l l y f r o m t h e M e m ‑
b e r s o f Cong ress who " r e p r e s e n t " t h e b i g p r i v a t e p owe r companies. Jones ‘
Pub l i c W o r k s C o m m i t t e e had j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e b i l l and i t i s h a r d l y n e c e s ‑
s a r y to say t h a t h i s e f f o r t s in ge t t ing a favorab le c omm i t t e e r e p o r t w e r e
exhaus t i ve and h i g h l y commendable. These e f f o r t s w e r e a l s o s u c c e s s f u l s ince ,
a f t e r m u c h debate a n d d i s c u s s i o n , t he c omm i t t e e s e n t t h e b i l l t o t he Ho u s e
w i t h a favorab le recommendat ion.

H o w e v e r , t h e Ru l e s C omm i t t e e (wh i ch schedules t h e l eg i s l a t i o n t ha t each
Cong ress w i l l c ons i de r ) vo t ed 8 - 2 n o t t o cons i de r t h e T V A se l f - financ i ng b i l l
d u r i n g t h i s sess ion . T he b a t t l e w a s apparen t l y l o s t a n d m o s t o f T V A ‘ 3 f r i e n d s
despa i red o f s e cu r i n g cons i d e r a t i o n o f t h e me a s u r e . I n f u r i a t e d b y t h i s a c t i o n
o n t h e p a r t o f t h e Ru l e s Comm i t t e e , Rep. Jones c o r n e r e d House Speaker S a m
Raybu rna nd l a t e r H o u s e D emo c r a t i c L e a d e r John M c C o r m a c k f o r conferences.
Twen t y ‐ f o u r h o u r s l a t e r , t he R u l e s C omm i t t e e dec i ded t o cons i d e r t he b i l l a f t e r
a l l . Un fo r t una te l y, t h e H o u s e w a s i n sess i on o n l y a s h o r t t i m e a f t e r J o n e s
f o r c e d t h e b i l l o u t o f t h e R u l e s C omm i t t e e a n d d i d n ‘ t c o n s i d e r t h e b i l l b e f o r e
a d j o u r nmen t . I n a n angered and de te rmined m a n n e r , Jones r e s o l v e d t h a t t h e
n e x t s e s s i on wou l d be the t i m e . Jones l a i d t h e groundwork f o r passage of t h i s
b i l l b y t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s t o r e f u t e t h e m i s i n f o rmed accusa t i ons made aga ins t
T V A and by cons t an t l y b r i n g i n g be f o r e t h e pub l i c t h e r e a l r e c o r do f t h e agency.
Du r i n g o n e such presentat ionof t he T V A r e c o r d , t he Congressman pointed out:
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A s i d e f r o m h i s leg is la t i ve a c t i v i t i e s , Jones made s o m e valuable s u g g e s ‑

t i o n s a n d s t r ong l y u r g e d Alabamians to p r omo t e t o u r i s t t r a d e in the s ta te . He
w a s i ns t r umen ta l i n secu r i ng $30,000 f o r p l ann ingo f t h e suggested P a i n t R o c k
fl o o d c o n t r o l p r o j e c t - a p r o j e c t w h i c h he a ided and encouraged at e v e r y p o s ‑
s i b l e oppo r tun i t y. Jones a l s o p ressed f o r l eg i s l a t i on p rov id ing F e d e r a l a i d to
he lp end t he fi r e a n t m e n a c e in o v e r 40 A labama coun t i es . Some 12 m i l l i o n
A l a b ama a c r e s w e r e a f fec ted by t h i s m e n a c e and o v e r $25 m i l l i o n in damage
h a d a l ready been infl i c ted .

He a l s o sponsored an amendment to t h e Na t i ona l Hous ingA c t w h i c h wou l d
p e r m i t t h e sa le o f mo r t gages o f i n d i v i d ua l s , a n d a b i l l a u t ho r i z i n g t he c o n ‑
s t r u c t i o n o f a n a t i o n a l monumen t t o symbol ize t h e i d e a l s o f d emo c r a c y. Jones
a l s o l e d a successful figh t against A labama be ing placed u n d e r whe a t a l l o t ‑
me n t s f o r wheat p l an t e r s i n 1957-58,

T h e second s e s s i o n o f t he 85 t h Congress began on January 7 , 1958. The
Cong ressman ' s l ong y e a r s o f s e r v i c e i n the Hou s e gave h i m cons i de r ab l e
sen io r i t y - t h e a l l i mpo r t a n t c r i t e r i o n when the l eade rsh i p pos i t i ons o f the
v a r i o u s Congress iona l c omm i t t e e s a r e de te rm ined .

T h e r e a l s o u r c e s o f p o w e r i n Congress r e s t i n these i m p o r t a n t pos i t ions
s i n c e , as men t i oned e a r l i e r , i t i s i n the commi t t ees t h a t m o s t o f t h e w o r k o f
t h e F e d e r a l G o v e r nme n t is accompl ished, On t h e b a s i s o f h i s s e n i o r i t y , Rep.
J o n e s stepped up t o t h e c h a i rman s h i p o f t he Pub l i c Wo r k s a n d R e s o u r c e s s u b ‑
c omm i t t e e o f t h e Ho u s e Go v e r nmen t Opera t ions C omm i t t e e . A t t h e beg inn ing
of t h i s s e s s i o n , t h e p a s t c h a i r m a n h a d res i gned to accep t a judgeship. T h i s
subcommit tee pos i t i on w a s in add i t i o n to h i s n o w f am i l i a r pos i t i ons on t h e
Pub l i c Wo r k s C omm i t t e e and h i s c h a i rman s h i p o f a n i m p o r t a n t s u b c omm i t t e e
o f t h a t f u l l c omm i t t e e , along w i t h t he o t h e r c omm i t t e e s b r i e fl y men t i o n ed
p r e v i o u s l y. H i s t w o m a j o r c omm i t t e e s and t h e t w o subcommi t tees o f w h i c h
he w a s n o w c h a i r m a n w e r e d i r e c t l y concerned w i t h T V A ando the r sub jec ts of
i n t e r e s t t o t h e E i g h t h D i s t r i c t .

A g a i n i n t h i s s e s s i o n an i m m e n s e e f f o r t w a s ma d e t o p u s h Jones ’ s e l f ‑
financ i ng b i l l t h r o ugh t h e Congress . No p iece of leg is la t ion in r e c e n t y e a r s
has b e e n the ob j e c t o f so m u c h v i c i o u s oppos i t ion - espec ia l l y f r o m t h e M e m ‑
b e r s o f Congress w h o ' ' r ep resen t ' ' t h e b i g p r i v a t e p o w e r compan ies . Jones '
Pub l i c Wo r k s Comm i t t e e had j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e b i l l and i t i s h a r d l y n e c e s ‑
s a r y t o say t ha t h i s e f f o r t s i n ge t t i ng a f avo rab l e c omm i t t e e r e p o r t w e r e
exhaus t i ve and h i gh l y commendable. T h e s e e f f o r t s w e r e a l s o s u c c e s s f u l s ince ,
a f t e r m u c h debate a n d d i s c u s s i o n , t h e c o mm i t t e e sen t t h e b i l l t o t h e H o u s e
w i t h a favorab le recommendat ion.

H o w e v e r , t h e Ru l e s C omm i t t e e (wh i c h schedules t he l eg i s l a t i o n t h a t each
Congress w i l l cons ide r ) voted 8 - 2 n o t to cons ide r t h e T VA se l f - financ ing b i l l
d u r i n g t h i s session. The ba t t l e w a s apparent ly l o s t and m o s t o f TVA's f r i e n d s
despai red o f secu r i ng cons ide ra t i on o f t he m e a s u r e , I n f u r i a t e d by t h i s a c t i o n
o n t h e p a r t o f t h e Ru les C omm i t t e e , Rep. Jones co r ne r ed House Speaker S am
Rayburnand l a t e r H o u s e Democra t i c Leade r JohnM c C o r m a c k f o r con fe rences .
Twen t y - f ou r h o u r s l a t e r , t h e R u l e s Commi t t eedec ided to cons i de r the b i l l a f t e r
a l l . Un fo r t una te l y, t h e House w a s i n sess i on on l y a s h o r t t i m e a f t e r Jones
f o r c e d t h e b i l l o u t o f t h e R u l e s C omm i t t e e and d i d n ' t c o n s i d e r t h e b i l l b e f o r e
a d j o u r nmen t . I n a n angered and dete rmined m a n n e r , Jones r e s o l v e d t h a t t h e
n e x t sess i on wou l d be the t i m e . Jones l a i d t h e groundwork f o r passage of t h i s
b i l l b y t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s t o r e f u t e t h e m i s i n f o rmed accusa t i ons made aga ins t
T V A and by cons tan t l y b r i n g i n g be f o r e t h e pub l i c t h e r e a l r e c o r d o f t h e agency.
Du r i n g o n e s u c h presentat ionof t he T V A r e c o r d , t he Congressman pointed out:
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. . . B u t T V A is i t s o w n b e s t defense. C o l d fac ts p r o v e
i t h a s been a b less ing f o r m i l l i o n s o f c i t i z ens , a s o l i d
i n v e s tmen t b y Unc l e S am and oneo f t h e b e s t s a l e smen
f o r democ racy i n a w o r l d w h e r e democracy i s c h a l ‑
lenged. E v e n 15 y e a r s ago, Ju l i an Hux l ey, t h e B r i t i s h
sc i en t i s t , sa id: “ I n a lmos t eve r y c o u n t r y, t he i n i t i a l s
T V A s tand f o r t he u s e of a single r i v e r to m e e t a l l the
needs o f m a n . " J o h n Gun t h e r , t h e r e p o r t e r and w o r l d
ob se r v e r, s a i d : " Q u i t e po s s i b l y, t h e T V A i s the g r e a t ‑
e s t single invent ion of t h e c e n t u r y, t he biggest c o n t r i ‑
bu t i on t h e Un i t ed States has mad e t o soc i e t y i n t he
m o d e r n w o r l d . "
A dm i r a t i o n f o r T V A i n fo re ign coun t r i e s i s a l m o s t
l i m i t l e s s , f o r 4 0 na t i ons have im i ta t i ons a n d comp le t e
copies o f i t a n d p roud l y c a l l t h e i r i n s t a l l a t i o n , " T VA . "

In fac t , dur ing t h i s sess i on of Congress, F r a n c e se l e c t ed T V A as a m o d e l
f o r a s i m i l a r p r o j e c t i n A l g e r i a . T he Cong ressman a t a n o t h e r t i m e du r i ng
t h i s s e s s i o n po in ted o u t t h a t Sov i e t Russ i a i n i t s a t t e m p t t o o v e r t a k e Am e r i c a
in i ndus t r i a l s t r eng th b u i l t huge p r o j e c t s w h i c h u sed T VA as an eng ineer ing
and t e c h n i c a l mode l .

Jones repeated ly brought to t he a t t en t i on o f t h e peop le t ha t in t h e U S .
Cons t i tu t ion t he F e d e r a l Gove rnmen t i s g i v e n t h e p r i m a r y respons i b i l i t y o f
developing and regulat ing the r i v e r s and h a r b o r s of t he na t i o n and, c o n s e ‑
quent ly, i f T V A i s " s o c i a l i s t i c " then o u r founding fa the rs apparent ly w e r e
a lso - wh i c h i s , o f c o u r s e , absurd.

Many a lso charged the F e d e r a l f a r m p r o g r am was " s o c i a l i s t i c " bu t the
Congressman w r o t e an a r t i c l e f o r t he Progress ive F a r m e r t h a t demonstrated
tha t f a r m p r o g r a m s a r e as o l d as Am e r i c a i t se l f . V i rg in ia , f o r examp le , as
f a r back a s the 17th c e n t u r y, h ad Government r e gu l a t i o n s and con t r o l s r e g a r d ‑
i ng f a r m p roduc t s and a c r e l im i t a t i ons , e t c . The Congressman concluded,
" I f we m a y judge f r o m what i s p r ese r ved i n the o f fi c i a l and p r i va t e c o r r e s ‑
pondence o f t h e pe r i od , pub l i c sen t imen t s t r ong l y upheld these r e s t r i c t i o n
l a w s w h i c h w e r e s o opposed t o t h e i n d i v i d ua l i s t i c t rad i t i ons and hab i t s o f t he
peop le . " In o t h e r w o r d s , the d i f ficu l t y the A m e r i c a n f a r m e r w a s exper ienc ing
w a s n o t t he e f fec t o f hav ing a f a r m p r o g r a m i n genera l ; r a t h e r t h e d i f fi cu l t y
w a s i n t he B e n s o n p r o g r a m i n p a r t i c u l a r .

Re tu rn i ng to T V A , t he Ch i e f Accoun tan to f t h e F e d e r a l P o w e r Commiss i on ,
R u s s e l l C . Ra inwa te r, t e s t i fi e d t h a t p r i v a t e u t i l i t y compan ies r e c e i v e d s u b ‑
s i d i e s in t he f o r m of “ f a s t t a x w r i t e - o f f s “ in t h e am o u n t of $2,621,313,000 in
1955-57. T h i s i s i n d e e d a s t range po l i c y f o r an Adm in i s t r a t i on w h i c h c l a i m s
t ha t i t seeks t o g e t t h e F e d e r a l Go v e r nmen t o u t o f t h e sphe re o f business.
T h e Cong ressman po i n t ed o u t t h a t i f T V A had been a p r i v a t e u t i l i t y , i t wou l d
have pa i d t a x e s o f $170 m i l l i o n o v e r t h e p a s t 2 4 y e a r s , b u t t h a t i t h a d p a i d t h e
U.S. Tr e a su r y and l o c a l g o ve r nmen t s , $212 m i l l i o n , o r $42 m i l l i o n m o r e t h an
wou l d have b e e n pa i d u nde r p r i v a t e ownersh ip .

O n A u g u s t 10, 1958, The F l o r e n c e T i m e s c omm e n t e d a s fo l l ows :
. . . I t i s w i t h a g r e a t d e a l o f r e s p e c t and h o n o r t h a t
we c a l l B o b Jones of Sco t t s b o r o o u r Congressman. .
When i t c o m e s t o p l a i n h a r d figh t i ng i n t h e pub i c
i n t e r e s t and i n b e h a l f o f T V A a n d o t h e r w a t e r r e ‑

! s o u r c e s developments, as w e l l as o t h e r m a j o r i s sues ,
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. . B u t T V A is i t s o w n b e s t defense. C o l d fac ts p r o v e
i t has been a b less ing f o r m i l l i o n s o f c i t i z ens , a s o l i d
i n v e s tmen t b y Unc l e S am a n d oneo f t h e be s t s a l e smen
f o r democ racy i n a w o r l d w h e r e democracy i s c h a l ‑
lenged, E v e n 15 y e a r s ago, Ju l ian Hux ley, t h e B r i t i s h
sc ien t i s t , said: ' I n a lmos t eve ry c o u n t r y, t he i n i t i a l s
T V A s tand f o r t h e u s e o f a single r i v e r to m e e t a l l t he
needs o f man. ' ' John Gunther, the r e p o r t e r and w o r l d
obse rve r, said: ' 'Qu i t e poss i b l y, t h e T VA is the g r e a t ‑
e s t s ingle i nven t i on o f t h e cen t u r y, t he biggest c o n t r i ‑
bu t i o n t h e Un i ted States has made to soc ie ty in t h e
m o d e r n wo r l d . "
A dm i r a t i o n f o r T V A i n fore ign coun t r i es i s a lmos t
l i m i t l e s s , f o r 4 0 na t i ons have im i ta t i ons a n d comple te
cop ies o f i t a n d p roud l y c a l l t h e i r i ns ta l l a t i on , ' TVA . " !

In f ac t , du r ing t h i s sess i on of Congress, F r a n c e se l e c t ed T V A as a m o d e l
f o r a s i m i l a r p r o j e c t i n A l g e r i a . T h e Cong ressman a t a n o t h e r t i m e during
t h i s s e s s i o n po i n t ed o u t t h a t Sov i e t Russ i a i n i t s a t t emp t t o ove r t a ke A m e r i c a
in i ndus t r i a l s t r eng t h b u i l t huge p r o j e c t s w h i c h u sed T V A as an engineering
and t e c h n i c a l mode l .

Jones repea ted ly b rough t to the a t t e n t i o n o f t h e peop le t ha t in t h e U.S.
Cons t i t u t i on t h e F e d e r a l Governmen t i s g i v e n t h e p r i m a r y respons ib i l i t y o f
developing a n d regu la t ing the r i v e r s and h a r b o r s of t h e n a t i o n and, c o n s e ‑
quent ly, i f T VA i s " s o c i a l i s t i c ' ' t h e n o u r founding fa thers apparen t l y w e r e
a l s o - w h i c h i s , o f c o u r s e , absurd.

Many a l s o cha rged t h e F e d e r a l f a r m p r o g r am w a s ' ' s o c i a l i s t i c " b u t t h e
Congressman w r o t e an a r t i c l e f o r t he P rog ress i ve F a r m e r t h a t demonstrated
t h a t f a r m p r o g r ams a r e as o l d as Am e r i c a i t s e l f . V i r g i n i a , f o r examp le , a s
f a r b a c k as t h e 17 th c e n t u r y, h a d Gove r nmen t regu la t i ons a n d c o n t r o l s r e g a r d ‑
i n g f a r m produc ts and a c r e l im i t a t i ons , e tc . The Cong ressman conc luded,
" I f w e m a y judge f r o m wha t i s p r e s e r v e d i n t h e o f fi c i a l and p r i v a t e c o r r e s ‑
pondence o f t h e pe r i od , pub l i c sen t imen t s t r ong l y uphe ld these r e s t r i c t i o n
l a w s w h i c h w e r e so opposed to the i nd i v i dua l i s t i c t r ad i t i ons and hab i t s o f t he
people. ' ' In o t h e r w o r d s , t h e d i f ficu l t y t h e Am e r i c a n f a r m e r w a s exper ienc ing
w a s n o t t h e e f f e c t o f hav ing a f a r m p r o g r a m i n gene ra l ; r a t h e r t h e d i f fi cu l t y
w a s i n t he Benson p r o g r am i n p a r t i c u l a r ,

Re tu rn i ng to T VA , t h e C h i e f Accoun tan t of the F e d e r a l P o w e r Commission,
R u s s e l l C , Ra inwa te r, t e s t i fi e d t h a t p r i v a t e u t i l i t y compan ies r e c e i v e d s u b ‑
s id ies in the f o r m of " f a s t t a x w r i t e - o f f s ' ' in t h e am o u n t of $2,621,318,000 in
1955-57. T h i s i s i n d eed a strange po l i cy f o r an Admin is t ra t i on w h i c h c l a ims
tha t i t seeks t o g e t t h e F e d e r a l Gove rnmen t o u t o f t he sphere o f business.
The Congressman po in ted ou t t h a t i f T VA had been a p r i v a t e u t i l i t y, i t w o u l d
have pa id t a x e s o f $170 m i l l i o n o v e r t h e p a s t 2 4 y e a r s , b u t t h a t i t h a d pa id the
U.S. T r e a s u r y and l o c a l g o ve r nmen t s , $212 m i l l i o n , o r $42 m i l l i o n m o r e t h an
wou l d have b e e n pa i d u nde r p r i v a t e ownersh ip .

O n A u g u s t 10, 1958, The F l o r e n c e T im e s c ommen t e d a s fo l lows:
. . . I t i s w i t h a g r e a t d e a l o f r e s p e c t and hono r t h a t
w e c a l l B o b Jones o f Sco t t sbo ro o u r C o n g r e s sman . . .
When i t c o m e s to p l a i n h a r d figh t i ng in t h e pub l i c
i n t e r e s t and i n b e h a l f o f T V A a n d o t h e r w a t e r r e ‑
sou r c e s developments, as w e l l as o t h e r m a j o r i s s ue s ,
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one has t o g i v e g r e a t c r e d i t t o B o b Jones , i f f a i r n e s s
i s t o be the r u l e appl ied i n judg ing h i s e f f o r t s .
The f a i t h t ha t B o b Jones h a s i n T V A and in h i s peop l e
is someth ing t ha t c a n be b r eached at g r e a t p r i c e to the
f u t u r e o f t h e peop le o f the E i g h t h A l a b ama Congres ‑
s i ona l D i s t r i c t .

On t he f a r m f r o n t , t he Cong ressman i n t r oduced t w o b i l l s a t t he beginning
o f t h e sess ion . T h e fi r s t b i l l w ou l d a u t h o r i z e a $200 m i l l i o n f u n d t h r o ugh t h e
F a r m C r e d i t Adm in i s t r a t i on f o r d i sas t e r r e l i e f loans. He es t ima ted t ha t $35
m i l l i o n wou l d b e needed f o r A l a b ama ‘ s d i s a s t e r a r e a s . T h e o t h e r Jones B i l l
w o u l d enab le the Sma l l B u s i n e s s A dm i n i s t r a t i o n t o make c e r t a i n eme r g e n c y
l o a n s i n d i s a s t e r a r e a s w h e r e f a r m imp lemen t d ea l e r s , f u e l o i l supp l i e r s , seed,
f eed and f e r t i l i z e r d e a l e r s w e r e caught w i t h l a rge unpa id ba l ances o n supp l i e s
and se r v i c e s upon w h i c h c r e d i t w a s g i ven t o f a r m e r s dur ing the pa s t y e a r .

T h e Representat ive charged t ha t the Depa r tmen t of A g r i c u l t u r e f a i l e d to
m e e t i t s respons ib i l i t i e s to the f a r m e r u nde r t h e S o i l B a n k law. T h i s c o mm e n t
c a m e a f t e r Jones f a i l ed t o g e t a ssu r ances f r o m the Ag r i c u l t u r e De p a r tme n t
tha t coun ty o f fi ces wou l d be reopened on a spec ific da te t o take add i t i o na l
appl icat ions f r o m f a rme r s who wanted to pa r t i c i pa te in t he S o i l Bank p rog ram.
He added, " I i n t end t o u s e my good o f fi ces t o see t ha t o u r Fede ra lGove rnmen t
does n o t go back on i t s wo r d . " Jones a l s o mad e t h e fo l lowing p r om i s e at t he
s t a r t of the session:

Th i s sess i on of Congress is going to be a t i m e when
every e f f o r t m u s t be made to enac t leg is la t ion wh i c h
w i l l s e r v e to rehab i l i ta te the f a rm e r by res to r i ng h i m
t o h i s r i gh t f u l e conom i c pos i t i on wh i ch h e has h i s t o r i c ‑
a l l y occupied along w i t h t he o t h e r econom ic groups of
o u r c o u n t r y.

Jones kept t h i s p r om i s e by in t roduc ing l eg i s l a t i o n au tho r i z i ng a n d d i r e c t ‑
i ng Secre tary Benson to u s e an addi t iona l $120 m i l l i o n f o r t he 1958 c o t t o n
a c r e a ge r e s e r v e p r o g r a m . T h e Hun t s v i l l e T i m e s commen ted ed i t o r i a l l y as
fol lows:

Though t h e Jones B i l l i s obv ious ly f a i r and needed,
i t s chances o f passage a r e s l im . Secre ta ry Ben son
i n t i m a t e d h e wou l d oppose i t , a s p lant ing t i m e i s t o o
c lose.

The upsho t i s l i k e l y to be t h a t t h e r e w i l l be no m o r e
m o n e y f o r h a r d - h i t A labama c o t t o n f a r m e r s w h o w e r e
c u t o f f f r o m pa r t i c i pa t i on i n the S o i l Bank p lan .

T he e n t i r e Alabama Congressional Delegat ion j o i n ed Jones in t h e i n t r o ‑
duc t i o n o f a b i l l w h i c h wou l d f r e e ze t h e 1959 and 1960 co t t o n a l l o tmen t s a t t he
1956 l e v e l and t hus avo i d a n y f u r t h e r acreage r educ t i o n s by Secre ta ry Benson.

The H o u s e App rop r i a t i ons Conun i t t ee l a t e r app roved addi t iona l funds to
a l l ow m o r e c o t t o n f a r m e r s to pa r t i c i pa te in the So i l B a n k p r o g r am . T h i s
amounted to qu i t e a v i c t o r y and t h e Alabama Congress iona l Delegat ion wa s
l a r g e l y respons ib le f o r t h i s favorab le app r o p r i a t i o n .
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o n e has t o g i v e g r e a t c r e d i t t o B o b Jones , i f f a i r n e s s

i s t o b e t he r u l e app l ied i n judg ing h i s e f f o r t s ,

The f a i t h t ha t B o b Jones ha s in T VA and in h i s peop le
is someth ing tha t c a n be b r eacheda t g r e a t p r i c e to the
f u t u r e o f t h e peop le o f the E i gh t h A l a b ama Congres ‑
s i ona l D i s t r i c t .

On t he f a r m f r o n t , t h e Congressman in t roduced t w o b i l l s a t the beginning
o f t h e s e s s i o n , The fi r s t b i l l w o u l d au t ho r i z e a $200 m i l l i o n fund t h r ough the
F a r m C r e d i t A dm i n i s t r a t i o n f o r d i s a s t e r r e l i e f loans. He es t ima ted t h a t $35
m i l l i o n wou ld be needed f o r A labama 's d i s a s t e r a r e a s . T h e o t h e r Jones B i l l
w ou l d enable the Sma l l B u s i n e s s Adm i n i s t r a t i o n t o make c e r t a i n eme r gen c y
l oans i n d i s a s t e r a r e a s whe r e f a r m imp l emen t dea le r s , f u e l o i l supp l ie rs , seed,
feed and f e r t i l i z e r dea l e r s w e r e caught w i t h l a rge unpaid balances o n supp l ies
and s e r v i c e s upon w h i c h c r e d i t w a s g iven t o f a r m e r s dur ing the pa s t y e a r .

T h e Representat ive charged tha t the Depar tmen t of A g r i c u l t u r e f a i l e d to
m e e t i t s r espons ib i l i t i e s to t h e f a rm e r u nde r t h e S o i l B a n k l aw. T h i s c o mm e n t
came a f t e r Jones fa i l ed t o ge t a s s u r a n c e sf r o m the Ag r i c u l t u r e Dep a r tmen t
t h a t coun ty o f fi c e s w o u l d be reopened on a spec ific da te t o take add i t i o n a l
appl icat ions f r o m f a rme r s who wan ted to pa r t i c i pa te in t h e S o i l B a n k p r og r am .
He added, ' ' I i n t e n d to u s e my goodoffices t o s e e tha t o u r F e d e r a lGovernment
does n o t go back on i t s word . ' ' Jones a l s o mad e t h e fo l low ing p r om i s e at t h e
s t a r t of t h e session:

T h i s s e s s i o n of Congress is going to be a t i m e w h e n
e v e r y e f f o r t m u s t be made to e n a c t leg is la t ion w h i c h
w i l l s e r v e t o r ehab i l i t a t e t he f a r m e r by r e s t o r i n g h i m
t o h i s r i g h t f u l e c o n om i c p o s i t i o n w h i c h h e h a s h i s t o r i c ‑
a l l y occup ied along w i t h the o t h e r e c o n om i c groups of
o u r coun t r y.

Jones kep t t h i s p r om i s e by in t roduc ing leg i s l a t i on au thor i z ing a n d d i r e c t ‑
i n g Secretary Benson to u s e an addi t iona l $120 m i l l i o n f o r t h e 1958 c o t t o n
a c r e a ge r e s e r v e p r o g r a m . T h e Hun t s v i l l e T i m e s commen ted ed i t o r i a l l y as
fo l lows:

Though t h e Jones B i l l is obviously f a i r and needed,
i t s chances o f passage a r e s l im . Sec re ta ry Benson
i n t i m a t e d h e wou ld oppose i t , a s plant ing t i m e i s t o o
close.

The upshot is l i k e l y to be t h a t t h e r e w i l l be no m o r e
mon e y f o r h a r d - h i t Alabama c o t t o n f a r m e r s w h o w e r e
c u t o f f f r o m pa r t i c i pa t i on i n the S o i l Bank p lan .

The en t i r e Alabama Congressional Delegat ion j o i ned Jones in the i n t r o ‑
duc t ion o f a b i l l w h i c h wou l d f r eeze the 1959 and 1960 c o t t o n a l l o tmen t s a t t he
1956 l e v e l and t hu s avo i d any f u r t h e r ac reage r educ t i o n s by Secre ta ry Benson.

The Hou se Approp r i a t i ons Commi t t ee l a t e r app roved add i t iona l funds to
a l l ow m o r e c o t t o n f a r m e r s t o pa r t i c i pa te i n t he So i l B a n k p r o g r am . T h i s
amoun ted to qu i t e a v i c t o r y and t h e Alabama Congress iona l Delegat ion w a s
l a r g e l y respons ib le f o r t h i s favorab le app r op r i a t i o n .
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A c omp r om i s e ” f r e e z e " s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n t r o duced b y Rep . Jones w a s
passed by Congress . Howeve r, t he P r e s i d e n t v e t o e d the leg i s l a t i on . Jones,
nonethe less , p r o m i s e d to a t t emp t to g e t s o m e leg i s l a t i ve r e l i e f in sp i t e o f the
P r e s i d e n t ' s ve to . T h i s p e r s i s t e n t e f f o r t p r o v e d success f u l when, l a t e i n the
sess i on , f a r m a r e a l eg i s l a t o r s w e r e ab l e t o w i n passage o f ano t he r f a r m
b i l l w h i c h avo i ded t h e d r a s t i c r educ t i ons con temp la t ed by Sec re t a r y Benson
and t h e Administ rat ion.

T h i s sess i on s a w the passageo f a $1.5 b i l l i o n om n i b u s r i v e r s and h a r b o r s
and fl o o d c o n t r o l b i l l w h i c h con ta ined 135 p r o j e c t s f o r t h e nat ion. I n c l u d e d
was an amendmen t w r i t t e n by the Congressman wh i c h w o u l d obl igate t he
F e d e r a l Gove rnmen t to an t i c i pa te na t i ona l w a t e r needs and p l a n ahead to c o n ‑
s e r v e na t i o na l w a t e r resources . T h i s amendmen t w a s h i s t o r i c because i t w a s
the fi r s t m a j o r change in F e d e r a l po l ic iesa i fec t 'mg r i v e r s , h a r b o r s , a n d w a t e r
r e s o u r c e s . P rev ious ly, the Governmentw a s obligated to p r e v e n t floods, i m ‑
p r o ve r i v e r s and ha r bo r s and nav iga t ion and develop h yd r o - e l e c t r i c p owe r.
T he Jones amendment a l s o wou l d ex tend the l a w s to p e r m i t t h e F e d e r a l
Gove rnmen t to b u i l d r e s e r v o i r s to c o n t r o l t he downst ream fl ow o f w a t e r . I t
a l s o p r o v i d e d f o r s tud ies t o be made o f f u t u r e w a t e r needs o f c ommun i t i e s
a n d i n d u s t r i e s a n d f o r v a r i o u s p u b l i c w o r k s , i f needed, t o c o n s e r v e t h e w a t e r
a s s e t s o f t h e nat ion. Jones commen ted on t he passage o f t he amendmen t a s
fol lows:

U p t o r e c e n t t i m e s we have taken o u r p l e n t i f u l supply
of w a t e r in t h i s c o u n t r y f o r granted. N o w t h e r e is a
d r a s t i c shortage of wa t e r in many a r e a s and it is
affecting eve ry segmen t of o u r nat ional l i f e adversely.
I f we a r e t o expand and p r o spe r, i t i s c r u c i a l that we
p a y m o r e at tent ion to conserv ing and developing the
Wa t e r w e n o w have.

P res i den t E i senhowe r ve toed the b i l l . Regard ing conse r va t i on o f the
n a t i o n ‘ s n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , the E i senhowe r v e t o was the m o s t backward s tep
taken by any Pres iden t s i nce the James K. P o l k Administrat ion.

In acco rdance w i t h h i s keen c o n c e r n f o r r e s o u r c e development, the R e p r e ‑
sen ta t i ve i n t r oduced a r e s o l u t i o n asking the consen t and a p p r o v a l o f Congress
f o r the estab l ishment o f t h e Tennessee-Tomb igbee Waterway Compact w h i c h
wou l d l i n k t h o s e t w o r i v e r s and p r o v i d e a t r emendous n e w a s s e t i n t he n a t i o n ' s
nav i ga t i onf a c i l i t i e s . T h e m e a s u r e w a s i n t r oduceda t t h e r eques t o f the L e g i s ‑
l a t u r e s a n d G o v e r n o r s o f A l abama and M i s s i s s i pp i . Jones, w i t h the o t he r
membe r s o f the A labama Delegat ion , successful ly s t e e r ed t h i s measu r e t h r ough
Congress and s e c u r e d P r e s i d e n t i a l a pp r o va l ‘ T h e Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway Compac t w a s s igned on Augu s t 15, 1958. As men t i oned , t he p r i n ‑
c i pa l p u r p o s e of t he Compact w a s to p r om o t e t h e development of a navigable
wa t e r w a y connect ing the Tennessee a n d Tomb igbee R i v e r s by wa y of t h e l a s t
f o r k o f t h e Tomb igbee R i v e r .

Some of the Congressman‘s o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s c a n on l y be d i s cussed b r i e fl y,
bu t man y o f t h e m w e r e qui te impo r t an t . He fought s e v e r a l a t t emp t s by t h e
Eisenhower Adm in i s t r a t i on t o c u r t a i l t h e activities o f t he REA . T h e A dm i n i s ‑
t r a t i o n sought to effec t ive ly do awa y w i t h t h i s agency in sp i te of t h e f a c t t h a t
R E A ' s l o a n r e c o r d o n r e p a y m e n t t o t he Go v e r nmen t w a s 99.98 p e r c e n t o v e r
a twen ty - two y e a r p e r i o d .

Jenes W a s a c t i v e i n t he a t t emp t t o l oca te t h e $10 m i l l i o n Advanced R e ‑
s e a r c h P r o j e c t s Agency a t Hun tsv i l l e .
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A c omp r om i s e ' ' f r e e ze ' ' s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n t r oduced b y Rep . Jones w a s

passed by Congress, H ow e v e r , t h e P r e s i d e n t ve toed the leg i s l a t i on . Jones,
none the less , p r o m i s e d to a t t emp t to g e t s o m e leg i s l a t i ve r e l i e f i n sp i t e o f the
P r e s i d e n t ' s ve to . T h i s p e r s i s t e n t e f f o r t p r o v e d suc ces s f u l when, l a t e i n the
sess i on , f a r m a r e a l eg i s l a t o r s w e r e ab l e t o w i n passage o f ano t he r f a r m
b i l l w h i c h avo ided t h e d r a s t i c reduc t ions contemplated by Secre ta ry Benson
and t h e Administrat ion.

Th i s sess i on s aw the passage o f a $1.5 b i l l i o n omn i b u s r i v e r s and ha r bo r s
and flood c o n t r o l b i l l w h i c h conta ined 135 p r o j e c t s f o r t he nat ion. I n c l u d e d
w a s an amendmen t w r i t t e n by the Congressman wh i c h wo u l d obl igate the
F e d e r a l Gove rnmen t to an t i c i pa te na t i ona l w a t e r needs and p l a n ahead to c o n ‑
se r ve na t i ona l w a t e r r e s o u r c e s , T h i s amendment w a s h i s t o r i c because i t w a s
the fi r s t m a j o r change in F e d e r a l po l i c i e s affect ing r i v e r s , h a r b o r s , and w a t e r
r esou r ces . P rev i ous l y, the Government w a s obl igated t o p r e v e n t floods , i m ‑
p r o v e r i v e r s and ha r b o r s and nav iga t i on and develop h yd r o - e l e c t r i c p o w e r .
The Jones amendment a l so wou ld ex tend the l a w s to p e r m i t t h e F e d e r a l
Gove rnmen t to b u i l d r e s e r v o i r s to c o n t r o l t he downs t ream fl ow o f w a t e r . I t
a l s o p r o v i d e d f o r s tud ies t o be made o f f u tu re w a t e r needs o f c ommun i t i e s
a n d i n d u s t r i e s a n d f o r v a r i o u s p u b l i c wo r k s , i f needed, t o conse r ve t h e w a t e r
a s s e t s o f t h e n a t i o n , Jones commen ted on t h e passage o f t he amendmen t a s
fol lows:

Up t o r e cen t t i m e s we h a v e t a ken o u r p l en t i f u l supply
of w a t e r in t h i s c o u n t r y f o r granted. N o w t h e r e i s a
d r a s t i c shor tage of w a t e r in many a r e a s and i t is
affect ing e v e r y segmen t of o u r na t i o na l l i f e adversely.
I f w e a r e t o expand and p r o s p e r , i t i s c r u c i a l t ha t w e
p a y m o r e a t t en t i on to conse rv ing and developing the
w a t e r w e n o w h a v e , .

P r e s i d e n t E isenhower ve toed t h e b i l l . Regarding conse r va t i on o f the
n a t i o n ' s n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , the E i s e n h owe r v e t o w a s t h e m o s t b a c kwa r d s tep
taken by any P r e s i d e n t s i nce the James K. P o l k Admin i s t ra t i on .

I nacco rdance w i t h h i s keen c o n c e r n f o r r e s o u r c e development , t h e R e p r e ‑
sen ta t i ve i n t r o duced a r e s o l u t i o n ask ing the c o n s e n t and app r o va l o f Congress
f o r the estab l ishment o f t h e Tennessee-Tomb igbee Waterway Compac t w h i c h
wou l d l i n k t h o s e t w o r i v e r s and p r o v i d e a t r emendous n e w a s s e t i n t he n a t i o n ' s
nav iga t i onfac i l i t i es . T h e m e a s u r e w a s in t roduceda t t h e r e q u e s t o f t he L e g i s ‑
l a t u r es and Go v e r n o r s o f A labama and M i ss i s s i pp i . Jones , w i t h the o t h e r
membe r s of t he A labama Delegat ion, successful ly s t e e r ed t h i s m e a s u r e th rough
Congress and secu r ed P r e s i d en t i a l approva l . T he Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway Compact w a s signed on Augus t 15, 1958. As men t i oned , the p r i n ‑
c ipa l pu r pose of t he Compact w a s to p r omo t e the development of a navigable
wa t e rway connect ing t h e Tennessee a n d Tombigbee R i v e r s by way of t h e l a s t
f o r k o f t h e Tombigbee R i ve r.

Some of t h e Congressman's o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s c a n on ly be d iscussed b r i e fl y,
b u t many o f t h e m w e r e qui te impor tan t . He fought s e v e r a l a t tempts by the
E isenhower Admin is t ra t ion to c u r t a i l t he activities o f the R E A , T h e A dm i n i s ‑
t r a t i o n sought to effec t ive ly do away w i t h t h i s agency in sp i te o f t h e f a c t t h a t
R E A ' s l o a n r e c o r d o n r e p a y m e n t t o the Go v e r nmen t w a s 99.98 p e r c e n t o v e r
a twen ty - two y e a r p e r i o d ,

Jones w a s a c t i v e i n t he a t t emp t t o locate t h e $10 m i l l i o n Advanced R e ‑
s e a r c h P r o j e c t s Agency a t Huntsv i l l e .



To re l i eve the unemployment s i t ua t i on w h i c h w a s a c u t e at t h i s t i m e , Jones
sugges ted an e a r l y s t a r t on the backlog o f Pub l i c Wo r k s buildings a n d p r o j e c t s
w h i c h w e r e scheduled f o r t h e n e a r future. F r o m h i s p o s i t i o n on the s u b ‑
c omm i t t e e on Roads, t h e Congressman blocked at tempts on t h e p a r t o f t h r e e
Government a g e n c i e s to r a i d t he Fede ra l Highway T r u s t Fund. T h e Ame r i c a n
R o a d Bu i l de r s Magazine s ing led o u t t he Congressman f o r s p e c i a l p r a i s e f o r
keeping t h e c o s t of the highway p r o g r am to a m i n im um by blocking these
a t t emp t s . I n recogn i t i on o f h i s knowledge a n d w i d e expe r i ence i n t h i s fie l d ,
t h e Representat ive w a s appo in ted cha i rman of a spec i a l commi t tee to r e p r e ‑
s e n t the United States at an International Roads Conference in Mex i co C i t y.

Rep. Jones successful ly s p o n s o r e d a mea s u r e wh i c h e r e c t e d at Cape
Canavera l a plaque t o Hun tsv i l l e A r s e n a l p e r s o n n e l i n a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e i r
e f f o r t s in t he successfu l launchingof E x p l o r e r I - t h e fi r s t Ame r i c a n satellite.

He suppo r tedan ex tens iona n d improvemen t o f t h e rec rea t i ona l fac i l i t ies
a t Bankhead Nat iona l F o r e s t a n d gave a helping hand t o the imp rovemen t o f
R u s s e l l Cave and suppo r t ed the sugges t i on tha t t h i s h i s t o r i c cave be made a
p a r t o f t h e Na t iona l P a r k s y s t e m .

Jones a l s o fought f o r an increase in bas ic r e s e a r c h on s a l t Wa t e r c o n ‑
v e r s i o n a n d s u g ge s t e d a seasho re laboratory to f u r t h e r t h e rea l i za t i on o f th i s
p r o c e s s wh i c h wou l d m e a n so m u c h to humanity. T he Representat ive a lso
p layed a m a j o r r o l e i n e f f o r t s t o e r e c t a Na t iona l C u l t u r a l Cen te r f o r t h e p e r ‑
forming a r t s in Washington. F ina l l y, he s e r v e d as a t rus tee of t h e Smithsonian
Inst i tut ion and as a m em b e r of t he National Monument Commission.

January 7, 1959, m a r k e d the beginning of the fi r s t sess i on of the 86th
Congress. One of the Congressman's fi r s t c on t r o v e r s i e s invo lved anArkansas
e lec t ion in wh ich segrega t ion is t Dale A l f o r d defeated f o rme r Rep. Brooks
Hays , a moderate, on a w r i t e - i n device. Jones was a membe r of a Congres‑
sional investigating commi t tee designed to look i n t o a p p a r e n t i r regu la r i t i es
i n t h i s election. I n an unp receden ted move , the investigating commi t t ee vo ted
to deny Rep. A l f o r d h i s n e w s e a t u n t i l the investigation was finished. Con ‑
g r e s sm a n Jones oppo s e d t h i s a c t i o n and brought t h e m a t t e r u p o n t h e House
F l o o r . The House v o t e d a lmos t unanimously to s u p p o r t Jones' recommendat ion
t ha t A l f o r d be g r a n t e d h i s s e a t immediately. The House a l s o vo t ed to con t inue
the investigation.

A t the s t a r t o f t h e sess ion , Rep . Jones a n d Rep. Dav i s (D . Tenn . ) a g a i n
introduced a self-financing p l a n iden t i ca l to the b i l l w h i c h they introduced
during the p r e v i o u s sess ion . They, along w i t h o t h e r enlightenedCongressmen,
reso lved to figh t t h i s m a t t e r to t h e b i t t e r end. Regarding t h e free-for-al l
ba t t le t h a t w a s approaching, Jones r ema r k e d , ” T h e figh t i s n ' t e a s y, bu t i t is a
good o n e a n d I ' m in it to the finish." Jones' House Pub l i c Works Committee
had j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e b i l l a n d a f t e r a hea ted debate i n w h i c h t h e Cong ress ‑
m a n championed t h e measure , t he c omm i t t e e app r o ved the b i l l a n d sen t it to
the House w i t h a favorable recommendation. However, the v i c t o r y w a s on l y
p a r t i a l s ince the commi t tee a l s o app roved an amendment wh i ch wo u l d have
the effec t of l im i t i ng T VA ' s s e r v i c e area. Rep. Jones labe led t h i s amendment
a s " a v i c to r y f o r the p r i v a t e p o w e r c om p a n i e s . "

The F lo rence Times c omm e n t e d editorial ly as follows:
The Alabama P o w e r Company and t h e i r p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s
associates a r e te l l i ng Congress t ha t t he t r u e purpose
of t h e Davis-Jones B i l l is to p e r m i t un l imi ted expan ‑
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To re l i eve the unemployment s i tua t i on w h i c h w a s a c u t e at t h i s t i m e , Jones

sugges ted an ea r l y s t a r t on the backlog o f Pub l i c Works buildings a n d p r o j e c t s
w h i c h w e r e scheduled f o r t h e n e a r future. F r o m h i s p o s i t i o n on the s u b ‑
commi t t ee on Roads, t h e Congressman b locked at tempts on t h e p a r t of t h r e e
Government a g e n c i e s to r a i d t he Fede ra l Highway T r u s t Fund. T h e Ame r i c a n
Ro a d Bu i l de r s Magazine s ing led o u t the Congressman f o r s pe c i a l p r a i s e f o r
keeping t h e c o s t of the highway p r o g r am to a m i n i m um by blocking these
a t tempts . In recogn i t i on o f h i s knowledge a n d w ide exper ience in t h i s fie ld ,
t h e Representa t ive w a s appoin ted cha i rman of a spec i a l c omm i t t ee to r e p r e ‑
s e n t the Uni ted States at an International Roads Conference in Mex ico City.

Rep. Jones successful ly s pon so r ed a measu re wh i c h e r e c t e d at Cape
Canaveral a plaque t o Huntsv i l le A r s e n a l p e r s o n n e l i n a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e i r
e f f o r t s i n t he success fu l launchingo f E x p l o r e r I - t h e fi r s t Ame r i c an satellite,

He suppo r t e dan extens ion and improvement o f t h e r e c r ea t i o na l faci l i t ies
a t Bankhead Nat ional Fo r e s t a n d gave a helping hand to the improvemen t o f
Rus se l l Cave and s uppo r t e d t h e sugges t i on tha t t h i s h i s t o r i c cave be made a
p a r t o f t h e Na t iona l P a r k s y s t e m .

Jones a l s o fought f o r an increase in bas i c r e s e a r c h on s a l t w a t e r c o n ‑
v e r s i o n a n d sugges t ed a seasho re laboratory to f u r t h e r t he rea l i za t i on o f th is
p r o c e s s wh i ch wou l d m e a n so m u c h to humanity. T h e Representat ive a l s o
p layed a m a j o r r o l e i n e f f o r t s t o e r e c t a Nat iona l C u l t u r a l Cen te r f o r t h e p e r ‑
fo rming a r t s in Washington. F i na l l y, he s e r v e d as a t rus tee of t h e Smithsonian
Ins t i t u t i on a n d as amemb e r o f the Nat ional Monument Commission.

January 7, 1959, m a r k e d t h e beginning of the fi r s t s e s s i o n of t he 86th
Congress. One of the Congressman's fi r s t cont rovers ies invo lved anArkansas
e lec t i on i n w h i c h seg r ega t i o n i s t Da l e A l f o r d defeated f o rme r Rep. B r oo k s
Hays , a moderate , on a w r i t e - i n device. Jones w a s a m em b e r o f a Congres ‑
s i ona l investigating comm i t t e e designed t o l o o k i n t o a p p a r e n t i r r e gu l a r i t i e s
i n t h i s election. I n a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d mo v e , the investigating c omm i t t e e v o t e d
to deny Rep. A l f o r d h i s n e w s e a t u n t i l t he investigation wa s finished. Con ‑
g r e s sm a n Jones opposed t h i s a c t i o n and brought t h e m a t t e r u p o n t h e House
F l o o r . The House v o t e d a lmo s t unanimously to s u p p o r t Jones' recommendat ion
t ha t A l f o r d be g r a n t e d h i s sea t immediately. The House a l so vo t ed to con t inue
the investigation,

A t the s t a r t o f t h e sess ion , Rep. Jones a n d Rep. Dav i s (D . Tenn . ) aga i n
introduced a self-financing p l a n iden t i ca l to the b i l l w h i c h they introduced
dur ing the p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n , They, along w i t h o t h e r enl ightened Congressmen,
resolvedto figh t t h i s m a t t e r to the b i t t e r end. Regarding t he f ree- for -a l l
bat t le t h a t w a s approaching, Jones remarked , ' ' The figh t i sn ' t e a s y, bu t it is a
good one a n d I ' m in it to the finish." Jones' House Pub l i c Works Committee
h a d j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e b i l l anda f te r a heated debate i n wh i c h t h e Congress ‑
m a n championed the measu re , t he commi t t ee app r o ved t h e b i l l a n d sen t it to
the House w i t h a favorable recommenda t i on , However, t he v ic to ry w a s on l y
p a r t i a l s ince the committee a l so a p p r o v e d an amendment wh ich wou l d have
the effect of l im i t ing TVA ' s se r v i c e area. Rep. Jones labeled t h i s amendment
as ' ' a v i c t o r y f o r t he p r i v a t e p o w e r compan i e s . "

The F lo rence Times c omm e n t e d editor ial ly as follows:
The Alabama Powe r Company a n d t h e i r p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s
associates a r e te l l ing Congress tha t t he t r u e purpose
of t h e Davis-Jones B i l l is to p e r m i t un l im i ted expan ‑
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s i o n o f i t s f a c i l i t i e s T h i s i s f a l s e a n d t h e h i g h ‑
p o w e r e d l awye r s o f t he p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s know i t , f o r
t h e T V A A c t is p l a i n enough. U n d e r t ha t A c t , t he T VA
cou l d be serv ic ing an a r e a o f 300,000 squa r e m i l e s ,
b u t i t s a r e a n o w is on l y abou t 80,000 squa r e m i l e s .
T he r e a l p u r p o s e of t h e Davis-Jones B i l l is to f o r e ‑
s t a l l a p owe r shortage in the Tennessee Va l l ey by
1962, w h i c h w o u l d have a depressing ef fec t on the
l o c a l economy. The Davis-Jones B i l l is n o t on l y a
safeguard f o r T VA bu t is a ba t t l e aga i n s t t he r e a r ‑
g u a r d a t t acks by se l fish interests, seeking p r o fi t s
alone and unconce rned about Alabama's future. The
leg is la t i on needs a n d r i c h l y deserves a l l t h e s u p p o r t
i t c a n g e t f r o m the g r a s s r o o t s . T h e fu t u re o f A l a ‑
bama‘ s p r o spe r i t y i s a t stake.

A f t e r t he favorable commi t tee r e p o r t , t he measure w e n t to the Rules
Committee wh ich fina l ly v o t e d 5 - 4 to l e t t h e b i l l p r o c e e d to t h e House F l o o r
f o r consideration. Congressman Jones appea r ed be fo re the Rules Committee
to tes t i f y in beha l f of the b i l l a n d Char les Ba r t l e t t of t h e Chattanooga Times
Bu reau r e p o r t e d t h i s sess i on a s fol lows:

The T V A group w a s r e p r e s e n t e d b y Rep. Robe r t Jones,
who an swe r e d the q u e s t i o n s o f t he c r i t i c s i n a l ow,
c a lm voice and wa s cong r a t u l a t e d by s e v e r a l o f the
Republicans f o r the directness of h i s rep l ies .

A f t e r f o u r hours o f heated debate i n w h i c h the T VA suppo r t e r s success ‑
fu l l y defeated s e v e r a l p r o p o s e d cr ippl ing amendments, the House p r o c e e d e d
to vote. The r e s u l t w a s a s ign ificant v ic tory f o r t he agency since t h e House
a p p r o v e d t h e Davis-Jones B i l l by a v o t e of 245-170. The self-financing b i l l
t h e n wen t to the Senate and Senators H i l l (one of the authors of the o r i g i na l
T VA A c t ) and Sparkman l e d the fight. A f t e r ano t he r b i t t e r figh t , the Senate
p a s s e d a s im i l a r self-financing measure wh ich w a s acceptable to the House
and to Jones and Davis. The President threatened to ve t o the b i l l , however,
un less c e r t a i n p r o v i s i o n s w e r e changed bu t a f t e r m u c h maneuve r i ng and c o m ‑
p rom is ing , t he President final ly s igned t h e b i l l i n t o l a w a n d the long f o u r - y e a r
ba t t l e o v e r T VA self‐financing w a s fina l l y ended. Although the b i l l w a s n ' t
exact ly wha t the T V A s u p p o r t e r s desired, i t s passage w a s nonetheless an
overwhelming v i c t o r y t ha t r e s u l t e d in a me a s u r e t h e people of t h e Val ley
cou l d " l i v e w i t h . “ A l l o f w h i c h p r o v e d aga i n t he w i sdom o f L i n co l n ‘ s a p h o r i s m
that , " I t i s t r u e tha t y o u m a y f o o l a l l o f t he peop l e s ome o f t h e t ime ; y o u c a n
e ven f o o l some of t he people a l l o f t h e t ime ; bu t y o u c a n n o t f o o l a l l o f the
people a l l of t he t ime. "

Congressman Jones r e m a r k e d as fo l l ows on the b i l l ‘ 5 passage:

The s t r u gg l e to keep T V A the e ffic ien t s e r v a n t o f the
peop l e w a s one of t h e m o s t strenuous I have e x p e r i ‑
e n c e d s i n ce I c ame to Congress. E v e r y m inu te of t he
ba t t l e w a s eminent ly wor thwh i le a n d I w o u l d r e p e a t
w h a t I h a d to do , i f t h a t w a s necessary. I had subs t an ‑
t i a l a n d Va lued suppo r t f r o m scores o f o rgan iza t ions
a n d thousands of individuals and f o r t h i s help I s h a l l
always be g ra t e f u l .
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s i o n of i t s faci l i t ies. T h i s is f a l s e a n d t h e h i gh ‑

p o w e r e d l awye r s o f t h e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s know i t , f o r
t h e T V A A c t is p l a i n enough. U n d e r t ha t A c t , t he T VA
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b u t i t s a r e a n o w is on l y about 80,000 s q u a r e m i l e s ,
T he r e a l pu rpose of t he Davis-Jones B i l l is to f o r e ‑
s t a l l a p owe r shortage in the Tennessee Va l l e y by
1962, wh i c h w o u l d have a depressing e f fec t on the
l o ca l economy. The Davis-Jones B i l l is n o t on ly a
safeguard f o r T VA bu t is a ba t t l e aga i ns t t h e r e a r ‑
gua r d a t tacks by se l fish interests, seeking p r o fi t s
alone and unconce rned about Alabama's future. The
l eg i s l a t i on needs and r i c h l y deserves a l l t he s u p p o r t
i t c a n ge t f r o m the g r a s s r oo t s . The fu tu re o f A l a ‑
bama 's p rospe r i t y i s a t stake.

A f t e r t he favorable commi t tee r e p o r t , t he m e a s u r e w e n t to the Rules
Committee wh ich fina l l y v o t e d 5 - 4 to l e t t he b i l l p r o c e e d to t h e House F l o o r
f o r cons i de ra t i on , Congressman Jones appea red before the Rules Committee
to tes t i f y in beha l f of t he b i l l a n d Charles Ba r t l e t t of t h e Chattanooga Times
Bu reau r e p o r t e d t h i s sess i on a s follows:

The T V A group w a s r e p r e s e n t e d b y Rep . Robe r t Jones,
w h o a n s w e r e d t h e que s t i o n s o f t h e c r i t i c s i n a l o w ,
c a l m vo i c e a n d w a s cong r a t u l a t ed by s e v e r a l o f the
Republ icans f o r t h e directness of h i s r ep l i e s ,

A f t e r f o u r h ou r s o f heated debate i n wh i c h the T VA suppo r t e r s success ‑
f u l l y defeated s e v e r a l p r o p o s e d cr ippl ing amendments, the Hou se p r o c e e d e d
to vote . The r e s u l t was a S ign i fican t v ic tory f o r the agency s ince t he House
a p p r o v e d t h e Davis-Jones B i l l by a v o t e of 245-170. The self-financing b i l l
t h e n w e n t to the Senate a n d Senators H i l l (one of the authors of the o r i g i na l
T VA A c t ) and Spa rkman l e d the figh t . A f t e r ano the r b i t t e r figh t , t h e Senate
p a s s e d a s im i l a r self-financing measure wh ich w a s acceptable to t h e House
a n d to Jones a n d Davis. T h e President threatened to v e t o the b i l l , however,
un less c e r t a i n p r o v i s i o n s w e r e changed bu ta f te r m u c h maneuver ing a n d c o m ‑
p rom is ing , t he President fina l l y s igned t he b i l l i n t o l aw a n d the l o n g fou r - yea r
batt le o v e r T VA self-financing w a s fina l l y ended. Although the b i l l w a s n ' t
exac t ly what t he T VA s u p p o r t e r s desired, i t s passage w a s nonetheless an
overwhelming v i c t o r y tha t r e s u l t e d in a measu r e the people of t he Va l l ey
cou ld " l i v e with. ' ' A l l o f w h i c h p r o v e d aga i n the w i sdomo f L inco ln ' s a p h o r i sm
that , " I t i s t r u e tha t y o u m a y f oo l a l l o f the peop le s o m e of t he t i m e ; y o u c a n
e v e n f o o l some of t he people a l l of t he t ime ; b u t you canno t f o o l a l l of the
people a l l o f the t i m e , "

Congressman Jones r ema r k e d as fo l lows on the b i l l ' s passage:

The s t rugg le to keep T VA the efficient s e r v a n t of the
peop le w a s one of t he m o s t strenuous I have e x p e r i ‑
e n c e d s i n ce I c ame to Congress, E v e r y minute of t he
ba t t le w a s eminent ly wor thwh i le a n d I w o u l d r e p e a t
w h a t I h a d to do, i f t h a t w a s necess a r y. I had subs tan ‑
t i a l a n d va lued s u p p o r t f r o m scores of organizations
a n d thousands of individuals and f o r t h i s he lp I s h a l l
always be g r a t e f u l .



W i t h t he passage o f t h i s b i l l , t h e T V A chap te r o f the Jones‘ r e c o r d w a s
l a r g e l y c l o sed s ince the agency w a s n o w f r e e t o c a r r y o n i t s g r e a t w o r k i n
the qu ie t a n d e ffic ien t m a n n e r t h a t h a d charac te r i zed i t s o p e r a t i o n b e f o r e the
Repub l ican a s sau l t began in 1953.

T h e ba t t l e f o r t h e h a r d - p r e s s e d f a rm e r s , h oweve r, w a s f a r f r o m so l ved
a n d t h e Congressman con t i nued to Champion t h e i r cause aga ins t a misguided
Administration.

T h e Representa t i ve in t roduced a b i l l to p e r m i t f a r m e r s to re lease a n y or
a l l o f t h e i r c o t t o n a c r eage a l lo tments f o r 1959 and 1960. He exp l a i ned t h a t
t he mea s u r e w a s designed t o p r e v e n t a r e d u c t i o n i n the s t a t e ‘ s t o t a l c o t t o n
acreage al lo tment . T h e 1956 r e l i e f A c t w a s due to e x p i r e at t he end of t h e
then p r e s e n t c o t t o n c r o p . He rema r ked t h a t t h i s l eg i s l a t i on , i f p a s s e d , w o u l d
g i v e A l a b ama c o t t o n f a rm e r s the bes t k i n d o f break s ince i t wou l d p r e v e n t
l oss of acreage in co t t o n , e v e n i f s o m e individual f a r m e r neg lec ted to p lan t
h i s f u l l quo ta . T h e b i l l a l s o con ta ined p r o v i s i o n s wh i c h wou l d m a k e t h e
p r e s e r v a t i o n o f a c r e a ge a l lo tment h i s t o r y p e r m a n e n t . U n d e r t h i s p lan , t h e
acreage h i s t o r y f o r a c o t t o n f a r m or any o t h e r b a s i c Commodity w o u l d be
p r e s e r v e d f o r t h e c u r r e n t y e a r .

T h i s m e a s u r e a l s o s t i r r e d up cons i de r ab l e con t r o ve r s y a n d Jones pushed
h a r d f o r t h e passage o f h i s p r o g r a m . The House a n d Senate b o t h gave i t a
favorab le v o t e a n d P res i den t E isenhower signed t h e me a s u r e . Jones d e ‑
s c r i b e d the significance of the n e w l aw in the fol lowing t e rms , "Unde r th i s
n e w s y s t em , we c a n be confident t h a t we w i l l r e m a i n in t he f r o n t as a co t ton
producing state."

The Congressman i n t r o d u c ed a b i l l known as the Pub l i c Bu i ld ings A c t of
1959 wh ich w a s designed to l a u n c ha badly needed pub l i c buildings p rog ram
a c r o s s the nat ion. The b i l l w a s a l s o designed to g ive Congress be t t e r c o n t r o l
o v e r c on s t r u c t i o n and p e r m i t c l o s e r inspec t iono f funds app r op r i a t e d and c l o se r
inspec t ion o f how the mo n e y was spen t . The House Pub l i c Works Commi t t ee
app roved t h e b i l l unanimously. T h e m e a s u r e w a s so unquestionably necessa ry
a n d we l l~dra f ted t ha t i t p a s sed t h e Senate a n d t h e House unan imous ly a n d
r e c e i v e d t h e a p p r o v a l of t he Administrat ion. F r a n k l i n F loe te , Adm i n i s t r a t o r
o f t h e Gene ra l Se rv i ces Admin i s t r a t i on , had t h e fol lowing to s a y rega rd ing
Jones ' b i l l :

Cong ressman Jones o f A labama has m a d e a no t ab l e
c on t r i b u t i o n t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t a l f ramework . The
l eg i s l a t i o n a t t e s t s to t h e consc ien t i ous app r oa ch to
p u b l i c w o r k s b y M r . J o n e s . . . I t i s l a n dm a r k l e g i s ‑
I a t i on_

Du r i n g t h i s s e s s i o n t h e p r o po sed Na t c he z T r a c e Highway w a s approved
by t h e Na t i o n a l P a r k s S e r v i c e a n d t h e h ighway w a s schedu led ta be comple ted
by 1966. The Congressman had ba t t l e d { o r t h i s p r o j e c t b e f o r e Congress iona l
c omm i t t e e s e v e r y y e a r s m c e c om i n g t o Congress.

T he Cong ressman w a s a p p o i n t e d t o a s pe c i a l c omm i t t e e to invest igate
al leged i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n t h e Nevada r o a d cons t r u c t i o n p r o g r am . I t w a s
exp la i ned tha t Jones w a s selected f o r the p robe because he wa s a m em b e r o f
t h e Roads subcommittee of b o t h t h e Gove rnmen t Opera t ions a nd the Pub l i c
Wo r k s Commi t tees , a n d w a s a long t i m e student o f h ighway a f fa i r s .
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W i t h t he passage o f t h i s b i l l , t h e T VA chap t e r o f the Jones' r e c o r d w a s

l a r g e l y c losed s ince the agency w a s n o w f r e e t o C a r r y o n i t s g r e a t w o r k i n
the qu ie t a nd e ffic ien t m a n n e r t h a t h ad charac te r i zed i t s o p e r a t i o n b e f o r e the
Repub l i can a s sau l t began in 1953 ,

T h e ba t t l e f o r t h e h a r d - p r e s s e d f a rm e r s , h oweve r, w a s f a r f r o m so l ved
and t h e Congressman con t inued to champion t h e i r cause aga ins t a misgu ided
Adm i n i s t r a t i o n ,

T h e Representa t i ve in t roduced a b i l l to p e r m i t f a rme r s to release any or
a l l o f t h e i r c o t t o n ac reage a l l o tmen ts f o r 1959 and 1960. He exp la i ned tha t
the me a s u r e w a s designed to p r e v e n t a r educ t i on i n t he s t a t e ' s t o t a l c o t t o n
acreage al lotment. T h e 1956 r e l i e f A c t w a s due to e xp i r e at t he end of t h e
then p r e s e n t c o t t o n c rop . He r ema r k e d t h a t t h i s leg is la t ion, i f p a s sed , w o u l d
g i ve A labama co t t o n f a rm e r s the best k i n d o f b reak since i t wou l d p r e v e n t
l o ss of ac reage in co t t on , e v e n i f s o m e indiv idual f a r m e r neg lec ted to p lan t
h i s f u l l quo ta . T h e b i l l a l s o con ta ined p r o v i s i o n s wh i c h w o u l d ma k e t h e
p r e s e r v a t i o n o f a c r e a g e a l l o tmen t h i s t o r y p e r m a n e n t . U n d e r t h i s p lan , t h e
acreage h i s t o r y f o r a c o t t o n f a r m o r any o t h e r b a s i c commod i t y w o u l d be
p r e s e r v e d f o r t h e c u r r e n t y e a r .

T h i s m e a s u r e a l s o s t i r r e d up cons i de rab l e con t r ove r sy a n d Jones pushed
h a r d f o r t h e passage o f h i s p r o g r a m . T h e House a n d Senate b o t h gave i t a
favorab le v o t e and P r e s i d en t E i senhower s igned t h e measu re . Jones d e ‑
s c r i b e d t h e s ign ificance o f t h e n e w l a w in t h e fo l l ow ing t e r m s , ' ' U n de r t h i s
n e w s y s t em , we c a n be confident t ha t we w i l l r e m a i n in t h e f r o n t as a c o t t o n
producing s t a t e , "

T h e Congressman in t r oduced a b i l l known as the P u b l i c Bui ld ings A c t of
1959 wh i c h w a s designed to l a u n c h a bad ly n e e d e d pub l i c bui ld ings p r o g r am
a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n , T h e b i l l w a s a l s o designed to g ive Congress b e t t e r c o n t r o l
o v e r c o n s t r u c t i o n and p e r m i t c l o s e r i n s pe c t i o no f funds app rop r i a ted and c l o s e r
inspec t ion o f how t h e money w a s spent . The House Pub l i c Works Commi t t ee
app r o ved t he b i l l unan imous ly. T he m e a s u r e w a s so unquest ionab ly necessa ry
a n d we l l - d r a f t ed t ha t i t p assed t h e Senate and t h e House unan imous l y and
r e c e i v e d t he a p p r o v a l of t he Administration. F r a n k l i n F l oe t e , Admin i s t ra to r
o f t he Genera l S e r v i c e s Admin i s t ra t i on , h a d t h e fol lowing to say rega rd ing
Jones ' b i l l :

Cong ressman Jones o f A l a b ama ha s m a d e a no t ab l e
con t r i bu t i on t o t he g o v e r nm e n t a l f ramework. The
leg i s l a t i on a t t e s t s to t h e consc ient ious app roach to
pub l i c w o r k s b y M r . J o n e s . . . I t i s l a n dma r k l e g i s ‑
l a t i o n ,

Du r i ng t h i s sess i on t h e p roposed Natchez Tr a c e H ighway w a s approved
by t h e Na t i ona l P a r k s Se r v i c e a n d the highway w a s scheduled to be completed
by 1966, The Congressman had ba t t l e d f o r t h i s p r o j e c t b e f o r e Congressional
c omm i t t e e s e v e r y y e a r s i n c e coming t o Congress,

The Congressman w a s appo i n t ed to a s pe c i a l c omm i t t e e to invest igate
al leged i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n t h e Nevada r o ad con s t r u c t i o n p r o g r am . I t w a s
exp l a i ned t h a t Jones w a s se lec ted f o r the p robe because he w a s a m em b e r o f
t h e Roads subcommittee of b o t h t h e Government Opera t ions a n d the Pub l i c
Wo r k s Commi t tees , a n d w a s a long t i m e student o f h ighway a f fa i r s .
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The Rep re sen t a t i v e ac cep t ed an i n v i t a t i o n t o become a t r u s t e e o f t h e
Thomas L. Stokes A w a r d Committee. I n c ” a na t i o na l g roup of p r o m i n e n t
c i t i z ens conce rned w i t h p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d development o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s .

Congressman Jones was g u e s t speaker w h e n t h e fi r s t s m a l l wa t e r s hed
p r o j e c t w a s dedicated in Scottsboro. T h i s p r o j e c t inc luded a coo rd i na t ed l a n d
t r e a tm e n t and channe l i m p r o v eme n t p r o g r am f o r t he 11,800-acre C l e a r C r e e k
watershed. He po i n t ed o u t t ha t e v e r y y e a r f o u r b i l l i o n t o n s of s o i l a r e l o s t
f r o m fa rm lands i n t he Un i t ed States by uncon t r o l l ed wa t e r . T h i s i r r ep l aceab l e
l o s s r e p r e s e n t s a d o l l a r l o s s i n b i l l i ons t o f a rm e r s i n l a n d and i n dec r eased
f a r m p r oduc t i o n . T h i s i n c r e d i b l e l o s s a l s o e xp l a i n s t h e k e e n c o n c e r n r e g a r d ‑
i n g c o n s e r v a t i o n and w a t e r r e s o u r c e development w h i c h has c h a r a c t e r i z e d
Rep. Jones du r i n g h i s s t a y i n Cong r e s s

The F a r m e r s H ome Adm in i s t r a t i on repo r t ed on Jones ' R u r a l Hous ingAct
o f 1949 and t h e figu res a r e w e l l w o r t h repea t ing . S ince 1949, o v e r 34,000
l oans have been made to r u r a l peop l e i n the U .S . , and t h e l oans am o u n t t o
$202,609,772. Alabamians t o o k o u t l o an s tota l ing $12,000,000. The na t i o na l
r a t e o f r e p a ymen t s i s 104 p e r c e n t and Alabamians have a r e p a y m e n t r a t e o f
108 p e r cent . Th i s is wha t is known as successfu l leg is la t ion.

The B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s of t h e p r o po sed Wesley Foundat ion at F l o r e n c e
State Col lege e l e c t ed B o b Jones as a m em b e r at t h i s t ime . He w a s o n e of 14
t o r e c e i v e t h i s honor.

A t a spec ia l d inner in h i s h ono r, the Co lbe r t F a r m Bureau made the
Congressman a l i f e t ime membe r and exp r e s sed apprec ia t ion f o r h i s g rea t
c once r n w i t h the p r ob l ems o f t he f a rm e r s o f the s ta te and the nat ion.

T h i s w a s a v e r y successfu l Congress in the eyes of the people of the
Eighth D i s t r i c t s i nce the T VA was n ow safe f r o m the designs o f the P o w e r
Tr u s t and mu c h had been accompl i shed to improve the l o t o f o u r farmers.
The F l o r ence T ime s commen ted on Jones' pe r f o rmance i n t he fo l low ingwo rds :

The m a t u r i t y o f h i s s e r v i c e i n the House has enhanced
Bo b Jones ‘ va lue t o the people o f t h e E i g h t hD i s t r i c t .
H i s increas ing achievements as the y e a r s go along
demonstrate the w i sdom of t h e v o t e r s of t h e E i g h t h
A labama D i s t r i c t i n n e v e r having defea ted a n i n ‑
cumbent cong ressman - they have e i t h e r vo lun ta r i l y
r es i gned or d i e d in o ffice . T h e r e is no subst i tute f o r
e xpe r i ence on Cap i t o l H i l l .

The Congressman pa r t i c i pa t ed i n t h e annua l mee t i ng o f t h e E l k R i v e r
Development Association. T h i s A s s o c i a t i o n w a s designed to p r o m o t e nav i ga ‑
t i o n f a c i l i t i e s on the E l k R i v e r and to encourage i ndus t r i a l development of t h e
r i v e r a r e a i n Coffee, Moo re , F r a n k l i n , Grundy, L i n c o l n , G i l e s and L aw r e n c e
count ies in Tennessee and L im e s t o n e and Lauderda le count ies in A labama.
T h e A s s o c i a t i o n a s k e d T V A t o m a k e a study o f p h y s i c a l r e s o u r c e s i n the E l k
R i v e r Va l l e y a n d to push reforestat ion of t he n i n e c o u n t y a r e a . A goal of
planting 1,000,000 a c r e s w i t h seedlings wa s s e t f o r 1960. Organ iza t ion o f t h e
Tennessee R i v e r Development Assoc ia t i on was accomp l i shed a t t h i s mee t ing .
Rep. Jones i s a s t r o n g boos te r o f these o r g an i z a t i o n s .

. 3 5 ‑

The Rep resen ta t i ve accepted an inv i t a t i on to become a t r u s t e e o f t he
Thomas L . Stokes A w a r d Commi t t ee , I n c . , a na t i o na l g roup o f p r o m i n e n t
c i t i z ens conce rned w i t h p r e s e r v a t i o n and development o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s .

Congressman Jones was guest speaker w h e n the fi r s t s m a l l wa t e r s hed
p r o j e c t w a s dedicated in Scottsboro. T h i s p r o j e c t inc luded a coo rd i na t ed l a n d
t r e a tmen t and channe l imp r o vemen t p r o g r am f o r t h e 11,800-acre C l ea r C r ee k
w a t e r s h e d , H e po in ted ou t t ha t e v e r y y e a r f o u r b i l l i o n t o n s o f s o i l a r e l o s t
f r o m farmlands i n the Un i t ed States by uncon t r o l l ed w a t e r , T h i s i r r ep l a ceab l e
l o s s r e p r e s e n t s a d o l l a r l o s s i n b i l l i o n s t o f a rme r s i n l and and i n decreased
f a r m p r odu c t i o n . T h i s i n c r e d i b l e l o s s a l s o exp la ins t he keen c o n c e r n r e g a r d ‑
i n g c o n s e r v a t i o n and w a t e r r e s o u r c e development wh i ch has cha rac t e r i z ed
Rep. Jones dur ing h i s s tay in Congress.

The F a rme r s H ome Admin i s t ra t i on repor ted on Jones! R u r a l Hous ingA c t
o f 1949 a n d t h e figu res a r e w e l l w o r t h repeat ing. S i nce 1949, o v e r 34,000
l oans have been made to r u r a l peop le in the U.S . , a nd t h e loans a m o u n t to
$202,609,772. Alabamians t oo k o u t l o an s tota l ing $12,000,000. The na t i o na l
r a t e o f r e p a yme n t s i s 104 p e r c e n t and Alabamians have a r e p a y m e n t r a t e o f
108 p e r c e n t , T h i s i s wha t i s known as success fu l l eg i s l a t i on ,

T he B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s of t h e p roposed Wesley Foundat ion at F l o r e n c e
State Col lege e l e c t ed B o b Jones as a m e m b e r at t h i s t ime . He w a s one of 14
t o r e c e i v e t h i s h o n o r ,

A t a s p e c i a l d inner i n h i s h o n o r , t h e C o l b e r t F a r m B u r e a u made the
Congressman a l i f e t i m e m e m b e r and expressed app r e c i a t i o n f o r h i s g r e a t
c o n c e r n w i t h t h e p r o b l em s o f t h e f a r m e r s o f t he s ta te and the nat ion.

T h i s w a s a v e r y success f u l Congress i n t he eyes o f t h e people o f t h e
E igh th D i s t r i c t s i n c e the T V A w a s n o w safe f r o m the designs o f the P owe r
T r u s t and m u c h h a d been accomp l i shed to imp r o ve the l o t o f o u r f a r m e r s ,
The F l o r en ce T ime s commen t ed on Jones ' p e r f o rmance i n the fol lowing words :

The ma t u r i t y o f h i s s e r v i c e i n the House h a s enhanced
Bob Jones ' va lue t o the people o f t he EighthD i s t r i c t .
H i s increas ing ach i evemen t s as t he y e a r s go along
demonstrate the w i s d om of the v o t e r s of t he E i g h t h
A l abama D i s t r i c t i n n e v e r having defeated a n i n ‑
cumbent cong ressman - they have e i t he r voluntarily
res igned or d ied in office. The r e is no substitute f o r
e xpe r i e n ce on Cap i t o l H i l l .

The Congressman pa r t i c i pa ted i n t he annua l mee t i ng o f t h e E l k R i v e r
Development Association. Th i s Assoc ia t ion w a s designed to p r o m o t e nav iga ‑
t i o n fac i l i t i es on the E l k R i v e r and to encourage i ndus t r i a l development of t he
r i v e r a r e a i n Coffee, Moo r e , F r a n k l i n , Grundy, L i n co l n , G i l e s and Law r e n c e
coun t i es in Tennessee and L im e s t o n e and Lauderda le count ies in Alabama.
T h e A s s o c i a t i o n a s k e d T V A t o m a k e a study o f p h y s i c a l r e s o u r c e s i n the E l k
R i v e r Va l l e y and to push re fo res ta t ion o f t h e n i n e c o u n t y a rea . A goa l o f
planting 1,000,000 a c r e s w i t h seedlings was s e t for 1960. Organ iza t ion o f the
Tennessee R i v e r Development Assoc ia t i on was accomp l i shed a t t h i s mee t ing ,
Rep. Jones is a s t rong boos te r of these organizations,



T h e Congressman a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e Gene ra l M e d a r i s D a y f e s t i v i t i e s
i n Hun t s v i l l e . Rep . Jones, o f c o u r s e , h a s long been an a r d e n t s u p po r t e r o f t he
R e d s t o n e A r s e n a l a t H u n t s v i l l e s i n ce i t c on t r i b u t e s so m u c h t o t he econom i c
w e l f a r e o f t he E i g h t h D i s t r i c t and t o t h e s t r eng th o f the na t ion i n defense.

The second s e s s i o n of t h e 86th Congress c o n v e n e d on January 6, 1960.
T h e inves t i ga t i on o f t h e Fede r a l h ighway p r o g r a m g o t underway du r i ng t h i s
session. Jones w a s a m e m b e r o f t he Cong ress i ona l c omm i t t e e cha rged w i t h
t h i s r e spons i b i l i t y a n d t he c omm i t t e e ' s w o r k r equ i r ed a l a r g e p a r t o f h i s
t ime . T h e r o a d s p r o g r a m , i nc i den ta l l y, i s t he b i gges t peace t ime pub l i c w o r k s
p r o g r am i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t he c o u n t r y.

Congressman Jones v i go r ous l y a t tacked t h e c i v i l r i g h t s l e g i s l a t i o n w h i c h
w a s p r oposed dur ing t h e sess i on . I n a d r ama t i c speech on t he H o u s e F l o o r ,
he po i n t ed o u t b a s i c impe r f e c t i o ns i n each sec t i on o f t h e m e a s u r e and c o n ‑
c l u d e d as fo l l ows :

I s i n ce r e l y hope t h i s b i l l w i l l b e defeated. I u r g e the
Ho u s e t o r e j e c t i t a s i l l - c o n c e i v e d and dangerous. I t
h a s b a s i c impe r f ec t i ons , unconst i tu t iona l p r o v i s i o n s
and is an in tempera te a n d d i v i s i v e measure . I t c e r ‑
t a i n l y w i l l h a r m and t e a r down m o r e t han i t c ou l d
poss i b l y h e l p and b u i l d up

T h e Rep r e sen t a t i v e charged t ha t c u r r e n t f a r m l eg i s l a t i o n c o u l d m e a n
acute dist ress or e v e n r u i n f o r c o t t o n f a rm e r s du r ing the n e x t c r o p yea r.
T h i s warn ing was i s sued when Jones in t roduced l eg i s l a t i on o f h i s o w n w h i c h
sought s tab i l i za t ion o f the co t t on p r i c e suppo r t f o r t h e 1961 c rop . Jones sa id
h i s b i l l w a s emergency leg is la t i on and wou l d fi x a fl o o r o f 75 p e r c e n t o f
p a r i t y f o r the 1961 c r o p and thereby pos tpone a change in the c o t t o n p r i c e
suppo r t base u n t i l 1962. The Congressman thereby would postpone the sched ‑
u l e d cutbacks u n t i l a f t e r t he P r e s i d e n t i a l e lec t ion i n w h i c h e v e n t i t w a s hoped
t ha t someone m o r e sympathe t i c to the p l igh t o f the f a rm e r s wou l d be P r e s i ‑
dent. The Jones b i l l wou ld s t r i p Secre ta ry o f Ag r i cu l t u r e Bensono f au thor i t y
t o r e d u c e p a r i t y and a l l o tmen t s f o r c o t t o n f o r t he 1961 c r o p . Senators H i l l
a n d S p a r km a n suppor ted Jones by i n t r oduc i ng a compan ion m e a s u r e i n t h e
Senate.

Jones j o i ned w i t h Sena t o r s H i l l a nd Spa r kman and s e v e r a l o t h e r A l abama
Cong re s smen i n u r g i n g A l a b ama Democ ra t s t o v o t e f o r t h e l o ya l i s t candidates
du r i ng t he e l ec t i on o f P res i den t i a l e l e c t o r s i n the M a y 3 r d p a r t y p r i m a r y . He
commen t ed as fo l lows :

L e t ‘ s n o t b e m i s l e d b y f a l s e p r ophe t s . T h e r e i s a t i n y
band o f w i l f u l m e n w h o s a y ," G i v e m e y o u r v o t e a s f r e e
independent A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n s . Nom i n a t e me as you r
independent e l ec to r. Hand y o u r v o t e to me and l e t me
dec i de w h a t cand ida te f o r t he p res i dency w i l l be b e s t
f o r you . “ D o n ‘ t be f o o l e d i n t o sur render ing y o u r p r e ‑
c i o u s v o t e to anyone to u s e as he wishes. Vo t e f o r the
L o y a l E l e c t o r s w h o a r e l o y a l t o t he D emo c r a t i c P a r t y .
Yo u c a n be s u r e t h a t in be ing L O Y A L to t h e D e m o ‑
c r a t i c P a r t y y o u w i l l b e serv ing t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t s o f
y o u r c ommu n i t y , y ou r s t a t e a n d t h e Southland.

T h e H u n t s v i l l e T i m e s r e p o r t e d the a r g umen t o f t h e Lo ya l i s t s a s fol lows:

The Congressman a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e Gene ra l M e d a r i s D a y f e s t i v i t i e s
i n Hun t s v i l l e . Rep . Jones, o f c o u r s e , h a s lomwg been an a r d e n t s u p p o r t e r o f t he
R e d s t o n e A r s e n a l a t H u n t s v i l l e s i n c e i t con t r i bu tes so m u c h to t he econom i c
we l f a r e o f t he E i g h t h D i s t r i c t and t o t h e s t r eng th o f the na t i on i n defense.

T h e second s e s s i o n of t h e 86th Congress c o n v e n e d on January 6, 1960.
T h e inves t i ga t i on o f t h e Fede r a l h ighway p r o g r a m go t underway du r i ng t h i s
s e s s i o n , Jones w a s a m em b e r o f the Congress iona l c omm i t t e e charged w i t h
th i s respons ib i l i t y a n d the commi t t ee ' s w o r k requ i red a l a r ge p a r t o f h i s
t ime . T h e r o a d s p r o g r am , i nc i den ta l l y, i s t he b igges t peace t ime pub l i c wo r k s
p r o g r am i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e coun t r y.

Congressman Jones v i go r ous l y at tacked the c i v i l r i g h t s l eg i s l a t i on w h i c h
w a s p roposed du r i ng t h e sess ion. I n a d rama t i c speech on the Hou s e F l o o r ,
he po in ted o u t ba s i c imper fec t i ons in each sec t ion o f t h e m e a s u r e and c o n ‑
c l u d e d as fo l lows:

I s i n ce r e l y hope t h i s b i l l w i l l b e defeated. I u r g e the
H o u s e t o r e j e c t i t a s i l l - c o n ce i v ed and dangerous. I t
h a s bas i c impe r f e c t i o n s , un cons t i t u t i o na l p r o v i s i o n s
a n d i s an in tempera te and d i v i s i v e m e a s u r e , I t c e r ‑
t a i n l y w i l l h a r m and t e a r d own m o r e t h an i t cou l d
poss i b l y he l p and b u i l d u p .

T h e Rep r e sen t a t i v e charged t h a t c u r r e n t f a r m l e g i s l a t i o n c o u l d m e a n
a c u t e d i s t r ess o r e v e n r u i n f o r c o t t o n f a r m e r s du r i ng t h e n e x t c r o p y e a r .
T h i s wa r n i ng w a s i s s u ed w h e n J o n e s i n t r o du ced leg is la t ion o f h i s o w n w h i c h
sought s t ab i l i z a t i on o f t h e co t t on p r i c e suppo r t f o r t h e 1961 c r o p . Jones sa i d
h i s b i l l w a s em e r g e n c y l e g i s l a t i o n and wou l d fi x a floo r o f 7 5 p e r c e n t o f
p a r i t y f o r t h e 1961 c r o p and thereby pos tpone a change in t h e c o t t o n p r i c e
suppo r t base u n t i l 1962, T h e Cong ressman the r eby wo u l d pos tpone the sched ‑
u l e d cutbacks u n t i l a f t e r t h e P res i den t i a l e l e c t i on i n w h i c h e v e n t i t w a s hoped
t h a t s om e o n e m o r e s ympa t he t i c t o t h e p l i g h t o f t h e f a r m e r s w o u l d be P r e s i ‑
dent. T h e Jones b i l l w o u l d s t r i p Sec re ta r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e B e n s o no f au t ho r i t y
t o r e d u c e p a r i t y and a l l o tmen t s f o r c o t t o n f o r t he 1961 c r o p . Senators H i l l
and Spa rkman suppor ted Jones by i n t r oduc i ng a compan ion m e a s u r e i n t h e
Senate.

Jones j o i ned w i t h Sena t o r s H i l l a nd Spa r kman and s e v e r a l o t h e r A l a b ama
Congressmen in u r g i n g A l a b ama Democra ts to v o t e f o r the l o y a l i s t candidates
du r i n g t h e e l e c t i o n o f P r e s i d en t i a l e l e c t o r s i n t h e May 3 r d p a r t y p r i m a r y . He
commented as fol lows:

L e t ' s n o t be m i s l e d by fa l se p rophe t s . T h e r e i s a t i n y
band o f w i l f u l m e n wh o s a y, ' ' G i v e me y o u r v o t e a s f r e e
independent A m e r i c a n c i t i zens . Nom ina te me as you r
independent e lec tor. Hand y o u r v o t e to me and l e t me
dec ide wh a t candidate f o r the pres idency w i l l be b e s t
f o r you."" D o n ' t be foo led i n t o surrender ing y o u r p r e ‑
c i ous v o t e to anyone to u s e as he wishes. Vo t e f o r the
L o y a l E l e c t o r s w h o a r e l o y a l t o t he D emo c r a t i c P a r t y .
Yo u c a n be s u r e t h a t in being L O Y A L to t h e D e m o ‑
c r a t i c P a r t y y o u w i l l be se rv ing t h e b e s t interests of
y o u r c ommun i t y, y o u r s t a t e and t he Southland.

T h e H u n t s v i l l e T i m e s r e p o r t e d the a r g ume n t o f t h e Lo ya l i s t s a s fol lows:



The loya l i s ts a l s o argue that a " b o l t ” f r o m t h e p a r t y
r u n s s e r i o u s r i s k of endangering t h e South‘ 5 influen t i a l
r o l e in Congress,whe re Southern Democrat ic s e n a ‑
t o r s a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h o l d k e y p o s i t i o n s o n m a n y
Cong ress i ona l commi t t ees by v i r t u e o f sen io r i t y. A
b o l t t h a t cou ld c o s t t he Democra ts t h e e l e c t i o n m i g h t
so anger Democra ts f r o m the o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e coun t ry
tha t t h e Southerners w o u l d be ousted.

T h e A n n i s t o n S t a r c o m m e n t e d a s fo l l ows a n d t h e D e c a t u r D a i l y r e p r i n t e d
t h e s a m e r e m a r k s :

H i l l a n d Sparkman, o u r t w o e x c e l l e n t Senators w h o
h a v e n e v e r y e t s c r a t c h e d a Democrat ic t i c k e t , have
been fight ing day a n d n i g h t in t h e Senate in an e f f o r t
to undo some of the injustices that have been heaped
u p o n t h e South dur ing t h e E i s e n h o w e r Administ rat ion,
a n d they a r e be ing backed in t h e l o w e r house.

I t i s a we l l - known f a c t , though, tha t b u t f o r t h e L o y a l ‑
i s t s we have in Congress, a n d w h o h a v e b e e n kep t
t h e r e long enough f o r t h e m t o g e t c o m m i t t e e c h a i r ‑
m a n s h i p s o r s e n i o r i t y, t h e G O P p o l i t i c i a n s w o u l d t u r n
t h e South i n t o a.m e r e co lony of t h e N o r t h , as we w e r e
f o r so m a n y years a f t e r the C i v i l Wa r .

. . . B u t i f we w i l l b u t r e m a i n l o y a l to t h e Democratic
P a r t y, we can e lec t a P res i den t who w i l l no t pena l ize
u s . A n d w i t h good honest m e n in the White House,
p r o s p e r i t y w i l l b e o u r l o t aga in .

A n d t h e F lo rence T i m e s h a d t h e fol lowing to say in suppo r t of Jones‘
L o y a l i s t pos i t i on :

T h e Repub l ican P a r t y w a s ha rd l y b o r n in the 1860's
w h e n it sent a h o r d e of g reedy carpetbaggers to s w a r m
o v e r t h e Southland a n d e a t of i t s substance, e v e n when
t h e South w a s fight ing f o r i t s l i f e .

Some of t h e Southern s ta tes d e s e r t e d the Democra t i c
f o l d i n 1928 t o he lp e l e c t H e r b e r t Hoove r. Was t h e r e
g r a t i t u d e f o r t h i s ?

I n s t e a do f g r a t i t u d e , t h e Sou th g o t n o r e c o g n i t i o n i n the
H o o v e r A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n t h e w a y o f h i g h g o v e r n m e n t
o ffic ia ls . I n s t e a d of t h a n k s f o r i t s e l ec to ra l v o t e s , t h e
Sou th g o t c o l d neg lec t , adverse f r e i g h t r a t e s and fi n a n ‑
c i a l p o l i c i e s w h i c h t r i e d t o k e e p i t f o r e v e r c h a i n e d t o
financial i n t e r e s t s f a r a w a y to t h e N o r t h a n d Eas t .

S o m e Southerners d e s e r t e d t h e Democra t i c P a r t y
aga in i n 1948. B u t a D e m o c r a t i c P r e s i d e n t w a s e l e c t e d
wi thout these S o u t h e r n e l e c t o r a l vo tes . B u t w h a t a
c o n t r a s t t h e r e w a s between 1928 a n d 1948. What d i f ‑
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r o l e in Congress,whe re Southern Democrat ic s e n a ‑

t o r s a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h o l d key po s i t i o n s o n man y
Cong ress i ona l commi t tees by v i r t u e o f sen i o r i t y. A
b o l t tha t c ou l d c o s t t h e Democra ts t h e e l e c t i o n m i g h t
soanger Democra ts f r o m the o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e coun t ry
that t he Southerners wou l d be ousted.

The Ann i s t on S t a r c ommen t e d a s fo l lows a n d the Decatur D a i l y r e p r i n t e d
t he s am e remarks :

H i l l and Spa rkman , o u r t w o exce l l en t Senators who
have n e v e r y e t sc ra t ched a Democra t i c t i cke t , have
been fight ing day and n i gh t in t he Senate in an e f f o r t
to undo some of t h e in jus t ices that have been heaped
u p o n t he South dur ing t h e E i senhower Administ rat ion,
and they a r e be ing backed in the l o w e r house.

I t i s a we l l - known fac t , though, tha t b u t f o r t h e L o y a l ‑
i s t s we have in Congress , and who have b e e n kep t
t h e r e long enough f o r t h e m t o ge t c omm i t t e e c h a i r ‑
mansh i p s o r sen i o r i t y, t h e G O P po l i t i c i a n s wo u l d t u r n
t he Sou th i n t o am e r e colony of t h e N o r t h , as we w e r e
f o r s o m a n y y e a r s a f t e r t h e C i v i l Wa r .

. . . B u t i f we w i l l b u t r e m a i n l o y a l t o t h e Democ ra t i c
P a r t y , w e c a n e l e c t a P r e s i d e n t w h o w i l l n o t pena l i z e
u s . A n d w i t h good hones t m e n i n t he Wh i t e House ,
p r o s p e r i t y w i l l b e o u r l o t aga in .

A n d t h e F lo rence T i m e s h a d the fo l lowing to say in s u p p o r t o f Jones ’
L o y a l i s t pos i t i o n :

T h e Republ ican P a r t y w a s ha rd l y b o r n in the 1860's
when it s e n t a h o r d e of greedy carpetbaggers to s w a r m
o v e r t he Southland and e a t of i t s substance, e v e n when
t h e Sou th w a s fight ing f o r i t s l i f e .

Some o f t h e Southern s ta tes dese r ted t h e Democra t i c
f o l d i n 1928 t o help e lec t H e r b e r t Hoover. Was t he r e
g r a t i t u de f o r t h i s ?

I ns t eado f g ra t i t ude , the South go t no recogn i t i on i n t he
Ho o v e r Adm in i s t r a t i on i n t he way o f h i g h g o v e r nme n t
o ffic ia ls . Ins teadof thanks f o r i t s e lec to ra l v o t e s , t h e

| South go t c o l d neglect , adverse f r e i g h t r a t e s andfi n a n ‑

The loya l is ts a l s o argue tha t a "bo l t " ! f r o m the p a r t y
r u n s se r i o u s r i s k o f endangering the South 's i nfluen t i a l

|

c i a l po l i c i e s w h i c h t r i e d t o keep i t f o r e ve r cha i ned to
financ ia l i n t e r e s t s f a r away to the N o r t h and E a s t ,|

| S ome Southerners de se r t e d t h e Democra t i c P a r t y
aga in in1948. B u t aDemo c r a t i c P r e s i d e n t w a s e lec ted

| w i thout t h e s e Sou t h e r n e l e c t o r a l votes. B u t wha t a
con t r as t t h e r e w a s between 1928 and 1948. What d i f ‑
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f e r e n c e t h e r e w a s be tween the v i c t o r i o u s Repub l ican
P r e s i d e n t a n d t h e v i c t o r i o u s Democ r a t i c P res i den t i n
t h e i r dea l ings w i t h u s .

In t h e T r u m a n Cab i ne t w e r e Genera lGeorge C. M a r s h ‑
a l l o f V i r g i n i a , a s Secre ta ry o f Sta te , J o h n R . S t e e l ‑
m a n , a n a t i v e o f Arkansas and an e x - t e a c he r f r o m
Mon t e v a l l o , A l abama , w a s ass i s t an t t o t he P r e s i d e n t ,
To r n C l a r k o f Te xas w a s U.S.At to rney Gene r a l , J u l i u s
K r u g o f Tennessee w a s Sec re ta ry o f t he I n t e r i o r .
T h e r e w a s no s p i r i t o f vengeance e x e r c i s e d by t h a t
Democra t i c P r e s i d e n t t owards t h e South.

T h e F l o r e n c e T i m e s a l s o m a d e t h i s s a l i e n t p o i n t in a n o t h e r edi tor ia l :

When t h e s o - c a l l e d P o w e l l Amendment t o t he Fede r a l
a i d s choo l c on s t r u c t i o n b i l l w a s vo ted on i n t h e H o u s e
o f Rep resen ta t i v es a t Washington - an amendmen t tha t
w o u l d have r e q u i r e d a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d i n t eg ra t i on o f
t h e public: schoo ls - H o u s e Republ icans vo t ed F O R the
P o w e l l Amendmen t 11 8 t o 21 and House Democ r a t s
AGA INST t h e P o w e l l Amendmen t 160-100.

The A g r i c u l t u r a l S tab i l i za t i on a n d Con s e r v a t i o n o f fi ce s re leased s o m e
in teres t ing figures on the manner in wh i c h Jones' cot ton b i l l o f t h e p rev i ous
sess i on w a s work ing. I t should b e reca l l ed t ha t t h i s b i l l a l lowed a r e d i s t r i b u ‑
t i o n o f a l lo t ted a c r e s f r o m count ies wh i c h d id n o t p lan to p lan t the f u l l quota
to count ies w h i c h n o t on ly planned to p l an t t he f u l l quo ta but a lso needed and
des i red m o r e . Accord ing to the ASC , the need w a s greates t in the count ies of
t he E igh th Congressional D i s t r i c t . About 26,502 a c r e s w e r e sur rendered to
the A labama State ASC Commi t t ee by coun t ies whe r e t h i s acreage I w a s n o t
needed and these a c r e s w e r e d is t r i bu ted to the cotton-producing counties in
the s ta te . An expe r t e s t ima t e predic ted an increase of $1,980,000 in g ross
f a r m i n come i n Co l b e r t , L aude r da l e , and Law ren ce coun t i e s a lone as a r e s u l t
o f t h e s e s u r r e n d e r e d a l lo tments . T h i s e s t ima t e a l s o p r e d i c t e d the a dd i t i o n
o f about $23 m i l l i o n t o g ross f a r m income o v e r t he s ta te . I n o t h e r wo rds , b y
int roducing inte l l igent l eg i s l a t i on in t h e 1959 se s s i o n , Rep. Jones had p r o v i d e d
f o r an increase of $23 m i l l i o n in A l a b ama f a r m i n come . A l o t o f Congress ‑
m e n ta l k about t h e p l i g h t of t h e f a r m e r bu t Jones r ea l l y does something about
i t . S o m e of the deep sat is fac t ion and s e n s e o f achievement t h a t an a l e r t C o n ‑
g r e s sm a n fee ls w h e n he h a s s e r v ed h i s people w e l l c a n be r e a d i l y understood
w h e n t h a t $23 m i l l i o n i s b roken down i n t o s u c h human fac to r s a s be t t e r food,
clothing, hous ing , m e d i c a l c a r e , and educat ion f o r t h e f a rm e r s of t h e s ta te .

f e r ence t h e r e w a s be tween t h e v i c t o r i o u s Repub l ican

P r e s i d e n t and t h e v i c t o r i o u s Democ r a t i c P r e s i d e n t i n
t h e i r dea l ings w i t h u s .

In t h e T r u m a n Cab ine t w e r e Genera lGeorge C, M a r s h ‑
a l l o f V i r g i n i a , a s Secre ta ry o f Sta te , John R . S t e e l ‑
m a n , a n a t i v e o f A r k a n s a s a nd an e x - t e a c h e r f r o m
Mon t e v a l l o , A l abama , w a s a s s i s t a n t t o t h e P r e s i d e n t ,
T o m C l a r k o f Texas w a s U.S. A t t o r ney Gen e r a l , J u l i u s
K r u g of Tennessee w a s Sec re ta ry of the I n t e r i o r .
T h e r e w a s no s p i r i t o f vengeance e x e r c i s e d by t h a t
Democ ra t i c P r e s i d e n t t owa rds t h e South.

T h e F l o r e n c e T im e s a l s o made t h i s sa l ien t p o i n t in ano t he r ed i to r ia l :

When t he s o - c a l l e d P ow e l l Amendmen t t o t he F e d e r a l
a i d schoo l c ons t r u c t i o n b i l l w a s vo ted on i n t he H o u s e
o f Rep resen ta t i ves a t Washington - an amendmen t t ha t
w o u l d have r e q u i r e d a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d in tegrat ion o f
t h e pub l i c schoo ls - H o u s e Republ icans vo t ed F O R the
P o w e l l Amendmen t 118 t o 2 1 and House Democ r a t s
AGA INST the P o w e l l Amendmen t 160-100.

The A g r i c u l t u r a l S tab i l i za t ion a n d Con s e r v a t i o n o f fi c e s re leased s o m e
i n t e r es t i ng figu res on the ma n n e r i n w h i c h Jones ' co t t on b i l l o f t h e p r e v i o u s
s e s s i o n w a s wo r k i ng . I t shou ld b e r e c a l l e d t ha t t h i s b i l l a l l oweda r e d i s t r i b u ‑
t i o n o f a l l o t t e d a c r e s f r o m coun t ies w h i c h d i d n o t p l a n t o p l a n t the f u l l quo ta
to count ies w h i c h n o t on l y planned to p l a n t t he f u l l quo ta bu t a l s o needed and
d e s i r e d m o r e . A c co r d i n g t o t h e ASC , the need w a s g r ea t e s t i n t h e coun t i es o f
t he E i g h t h Cong ress i ona l D i s t r i c t . Abou t 26,502 a c r e s w e r e s u r r e n d e r e d to
t h e A l a b ama Sta te ASC Commi t t ee by coun t i es whe r e t h i s ac reage ‘ w a s n o t
needed a n d these a c r e s w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d to the cotton-producing coun t ies in
t he s ta te . An e x p e r t e s t ima t e p red i c ted an i n c r e a s e of $1,980,000 in g r o s s
f a r m i n come i n Co l b e r t , L aude r da l e , and Law ren ce coun t i e s a l o ne as a r e s u l t
o f t hese su r r ende red a l lo tments . T h i s es t ima te a l s o p r e d i c t e d t he add i t i on
o f about $23 m i l l i o n t o g r o s s f a r m i n c ome o v e r t h e s ta te . I n o t h e r wo rds , b y
int roducing i n t e l l i gen t l eg i s l a t i o n in t he 1959 sess ion , Rep. Jones had p rov i ded
f o r an inc rease o f $23 m i l l i o n i n A l abama f a r m i n come . A l o t o f Cong r e s s ‑
m e n t a l k abou t t h e p l i g h t o f the f a r m e r b u t Jones r ea l l y does someth ing about
i t . S o m e o f the deep sa t i s f ac t i on a nd s e n s e o f achievement t h a t a n a l e r t C o n ‑
g r e s sman fee ls w h e n he h a s s e r v e d h i s people w e l l c a n be r ead i l y understood
when t h a t $23 m i l l i o n i s b roken down i n t o such h uman fac to rs a s be t t e r food,
clothing, housing, m e d i c a l c a r e , and education f o r t h e f a r m e r s of t h e s ta te .
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Du r i n g the Rooseve l t and T r u m a n Adm i n i s t r a t i o n s , t he Tennessee Va l l e y
Au t ho r i t y w e n t abou t i t s g r ea t w o r k i n a qu i e t and e f fi c i e n t m a n n e r a nd c o n ‑
f e r r e d considerable bene fi t u pon t h e a r e a i t w a s i n tended to imp r o v e and
develop. Indeed, i t i s no exaggera t ion to s a y the s t im u l u s supp l ied by the
T VA w a s r e spons i b l e f o r a steady r i s e i n Va l l e y i n c ome towards t he na t i o na l
a v e r a ge .

T h i s r i s e i s i nd i ca t ed by t he f a c t t ha t i n 1933 ( the y e a r t h e T V A A c t w a s
passed ) t he s e v e n Tennessee Va l l e y S ta tes pa id 3.4 p e r c e n t o f a l l i n d i v i d u a l
i n c o m e - t a x r e v e n u e s r e c e i v e d b y the T r e a s u r y. B y 1953, the ind i v i dua l i n ‑
c o m e t a xpaye r s i n t h o s e s t a t e s p a i d 6.1 p e r c e n t o f t he na t i o na l t o t a l . The
consequent ia l i n c r e a s e in r e v e n u e brought on by t h e T V A r e s u l t e d in i n c r e a s e d
F e d e r a l r e v e n u e amounting to $8 b i l l i o n - m a n y J man y t i m e s t h e f ede ra l
i n ves tmen t i n T VA . H ow e v e r , t h i s figure a lone does n o t f u l l y r e fl e c t the
b e n e fi t s t ha t T V A con f e r r e d . T h e somewha t depressed s e v e n s t a t e a r e a t ha t
i t s e r ved w a s r e - v i t a l i z ed and m a d e g r e e n and boun t i f u l aga i n through fl o o d
c o n t r o l , re fo res ta t ion , f e r t i l i z e r , educa t ion p r o g r a m s , and t h e genera l c o n ‑
s e r v a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s t ha t t he agency conducted. M a l a r i a , w h i c h p r e v i ous l y
a f f e c t ed h a l f t h e peop le o f t h i s reg ion , w a s v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d and s e v e r a l
m i l l i o n Ame r i c a n s w e r e spared un t ime l y death or a l i f e t ime of unproduc t ive
i l l ness .

T h u s i t w a s t ha t t h r ough t h e " m i r a c l e " o f t h e T V A and 2 0 y e a r s o f
enlightened Democra t i c Admin i s t ra t i on , a r a t h e r sleepy and s i ck l y r e g i o n
shed i t s shackles and pushed i t s e l f and the nat ion forward. Bu t t he re a r e
always those who fi t t he desc r i p t i on o f " none so b l i nd as those who w i l l no t
see."

Du r i ng the 1952 Pres i den t i a l campaign, Republ ican candidate Dw igh t
Eisenhower p r om i s ed pub l i c a l l y that T VA would be main ta ined at "m a x im um
effic iency. " In spi te o f t ha t p r om i s e , in 1953 P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h owe r descr ibed
T V A a s " c r eep i n g s o c i a l i sm “ and a desperate a t tempt t o destroy the agency
ensued.

T h e p r i v a t e p owe r l obby in Washington began a wh i spe r i n g campa ign
imput ing s o c i a l i sm t o t h e Te n n e s s e eVa l l e y A u t h o r i t y i n t h e l o w e s t McCa r t hy
s t y l e . T h e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s pooled t h e i r r e s o u r c e s f o r aco l l e c t i v e adver t is ing
p r o g r a m c a l l e d t he E l e c t r i c Companies Adve r t i s i n g P r o g r a m and expended
something l i k e $100 m i l l i o n in a na t i o na l campa ign of f r aud d i r e c t e d at T V A
i n p a r t i c u l a r and pub l i c p o w e r i n genera l . A l l i e d w i t h t h e A dm i n i s t r a t i o n a n d
m a n y Repub l i can membe rs o f Congress t h e s e g r oups cons is ten t l y a t t emp t e d
t o p a s s pun i t i v e a n d c r i pp l i ng l eg i s l a t i on a i m e d a t the des t r u c t i on o f t h e TVA .
Su f fi c i en t appropr ia t ions to a v o i d impend ing p owe r shor tages in the Va l l e y
be c ame i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f fi c u l t t o s e c u r e and gene ra l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r t h e
agency w e r e r educed d ras t i ca l l y, necessi tat ing se r i o u s cu tbacks in the g rea t
c o n s e r v a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e agency. A del iberate a t t em p t t o st rangle t h e
T V A w a s quite appa ren t .

Of a l l o f T V A ' s f r i e n d s in the H o u s e o f Represen ta t i ves , Cong r e s sman
Ro b e r t E. Jones s t o o d o u t as t h e m o s t outspoken de f ende r of the T V A aga ins t
t h i s Repub l i c an assau l t , and w a s t he m o s t v i g o r ous l e a d e r i n t h e figh t t o p u s h
t he agency and the r e g i o n f o rwa r d i n spi te o f fl i e h o s t i l e a t t i t u de o f t he o p p o s i ‑
t i o n p a r t y in b o t h t h e Wh i t e H o u s e and t h e Congress. P rec i se l y because of
Jones ' l e v i a t h an e f f o r t s i t w ou l d be imposs ib l e to l i s t a l l o f h i s ac t i v i t i es on
beha l f o f TVA : t h e b i l l s and amendmen ts he in t r oduced , t h e speeches he made ,
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Du r i n g the Rooseve l t and T r u m a n Adm i n i s t r a t i o n s , t he Tennessee Va l l e y

Au t ho r i t y w e n t about i t s g r ea t w o r k i n a qu ie t and e f fi c i e n t m a n n e r a nd c o n ‑
f e r r e d considerable b e n e fi t u pon t h e a r e a i t w a s i n t ended to imp r o v e and
develop, Indeed, i t is no exaggerat ion to s a y the s t im u l u s suppl ied by the
T VA w a s respons ib l e f o r a steady r i s e i n Va l l e y i n c ome towa rds the na t i ona l
a v e r a ge .

T h i s r i s e i s ind ica ted by the f a c t t ha t in 1933 (the y e a r t h e T VA A c t w a s
passed) t he seven Tennessee Va l l e y States pa i d 3.4 p e r c e n t o f a l l i n d i v i dua l
i n c om e - t a x r e v e n u e s r e c e i v e d b y the Tr easu r y. B y 1953, the i n d i v i d ua l i n ‑
c om e taxpaye rs in t h o s e s t a t e s p a i d 6.1 p e r c e n t o f t h e na t i ona l t o t a l . T h e
consequent ial i n c r e a s e i n r e v e n u e brough t on by t he T V A r e s u l t e d in i n c r eased
Fe d e r a l r e v e n u e amount ing to $8 b i l l i o n - m a n y , m a n y t i m e s the f ede ra l
i n ves tmen t i n T VA . H owe v e r , t h i s figu r e alone does n o t f u l l y r e fl e c t the
benefi ts tha t T V A con fe r red . T h e somewhat depressed s e v e n s t a t e a r e a t h a t
i t s e r ved w a s r e - v i t a l i z ed and ma d e g r een and boun t i f u l aga in th rough flood
c o n t r o l , r e f o r e s t a t i o n , f e r t i l i z e r , educat ion p r o g r a m s , and t he gene r a l c o n ‑
s e r v a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s t h a t t h e agency condu c t e d , M a l a r i a , w h i c h p r e v i o u s l y
a f f e c t ed h a l f t h e people o f t h i s reg ion , w a s v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d and s e v e r a l
m i l l i o n Ame r i c a n s w e r e spa red un t ime l y death or a l i f e t i m e of unproduct ive
i l l ness .

T h u s i t w a s tha t t h rough t h e ' 'm i r ac l e ' " o f t h e T V A and 20 y e a r s o f
enl ightened Democ r a t i c A dm i n i s t r a t i o n , a r a t h e r sleepy a n d s i c k l y r e g i o n
shed i t s shackles and pushed i t s e l f and the na t i on f o rwa r d . B u t t h e r e a r e
a lways those w h o fi t t he desc r i p t i on o f ' ' none so b l i n d as t hose who w i l l no t
see . "

Du r i ng t h e 1952 P r e s i d e n t i a l campa ign , Repub l ican cand ida te Dw i gh t
E i s enhowe r p r om i s e d pub l i c a l l y t h a t T V A wou l d be ma i n t a i n ed a t " m a x i m um
effic iency. ' ' I n sp i te o f t h a t p r om i s e , i n 1953 P r e s i d e n t E isenhower d e s c r i b e d
T V A as ' ' c r eep i ng socia l ism! ' ' and a despera te a t t emp t to des t roy t he agency
ensued.

T h e p r i v a t e p owe r lobby in Washington began a whisper ing campa ign
impu t ing s o c i a l i sm t o t h e Te n n e s s e eVa l l e y A u t h o r i t y i n t h e l o w e s t McCa r t h y
s t y l e . T h e p r i v a t e u t i l i t i e s poo l ed t h e i r r e s o u r c e s f o r a co l l e c t i v e adver t i s ing
p r o g r a m ca l l ed t he E l e c t r i c Companies Adve r t i s i ng P r o g r a m and expended
someth ing l i k e $100 m i l l i o n in a na t i o na l campa ign of f r a ud d i r e c t e d at T V A
i n p a r t i c u l a r a n d p u b l i c p o w e r i n gene ra l . A l l i e d w i t h t h e A dm i n i s t r a t i o n a n d
m a n y Republ ican m em b e r s of Congress t he se groups cons is tent ly a t t emp ted
to p a s s pun i t i v e a n d c r i pp l i ng leg i s la t i on a imed a t the des t r u c t i o n o f t h e TVA .
Suffic ien t app rop r i a t i ons to a v o i d impending powe r shor tages i n the Va l l e y
became inc r eas i ng l y d i f fi c u l t t o s e c u r e and gene ra l app rop r i a t i ons f o r t he
agency w e r e reduced d ras t i c a l l y, necess i ta t ing se r i o u s cutbacks in the g r e a t
conse r va t i o n a c t i v i t i e s o f t he agency. A del iberate a t t emp t t o s t rang le t he
T V A w a s quite appa ren t .

Of a l l o f T V A ' s f r i e n d s in the House of Representat ives, Cong ressman
Ro b e r t E. Jones s t o o d o u t as the m o s t outspoken de f ende r of the T V A aga ins t
t h i s Repub l i can a s s a u l t , and w a s the m o s t v i go rous l e a d e r i n t h e figh t t o p u s h
t h e agency and the r e g i o n f o rwa r d i n sp i te o f t he h o s t i l e a t t i t u de o f t he oppos i ‑
t i o n p a r t y in b o t h t h e Whi te House and t h e Congress, P rec i se l y because of
Jones ' l e v i a t h a n e f f o r t s i t wou ld be imposs ib l e to l i s t a l l o f h i s ac t i v i t i es on
beha l f o f TVA : t h e b i l l s and amendmen t s he in t roduced , the speeches he made ,



t he f a c t s he ma r s h a l l e d , the misconceptions he d ispe l led , t h e s pe c i a l i n t e r e s t s
h e exposed o r a l l t h e spec ious a r g umen t s h e re fu ted . Su f fi ce i t t o r e p e a t t he
w o r d s of s e n i o r Sena t o r L i s t e r H i l l : " Ln Washington, we c a l l B o b Jones
' M r . T VA ' . “

One o f t he Cong ressman ' s outs tand ing ach i e vemen t s i n suppo r t o f T VA ‘ s
m o d e l o f Fede r a l mu l t i - p u r pose development o f an en t i r e r i v e r b a s i n c a m e i n
r e sponse to a r e p o r t of a t a s k f o r ce of the Hoo v e r Commission. The t a s k
f o r c e r e p o r t a t t a c ked the t heo r y o f mu l t i -purpose development and r e c o m ‑
mended a r e t u r n to the ant iquated and was te fu l s ingle-purpose scheme. I t
r e c ommended t ha t T V A be abandoned t o p r i v a t e in te res ts a n d at tempted t o
d i s c r ed i t pub l i c p o w e r i n gene ra l .

I n r e cogn i t i on o f Jones' knowledge and expe r i ence i n these ma t t e r s , he
was appointed cha i rman of a spec ia l subcommit tee of t he House Government
Operat ions Comm i t t e e whose du ty was to r e p o r t on these Ho o v e r r e c o mm e n ‑
dations. The r e s u l t o f t h i s commi t t ee ' s w idespread hear ings and ex tens i ve
r e s e a r c h w a s a r e p o r t o f o v e r t w o hund red pageswh i chd i sc red i t ed t h e s i ng l e ‑
pu r p o s e development s cheme and unde r l i n e d t h e obv ious advantages of t h e
mu l t i - p u r pose development p r o g r am . The Jones r e p o r t a l s o emphas i z edthe
h i s t o r i c , cons t i tu t i ona l r o l e , a n d p r i m a r y respons ib i l i t y, o f t h e F e d e r a l
g o v e r nmen t in t h e development of t h e Na t i o n ‘ s r i v e r s a n d ha rbo rs . T h i s
r e p o r t s t i l l s tands as t he m o s t au t ho r i t a t i v e w o r k on r e spons i b l e F e d e r a l
po l i c i e s in t h i s fi e l d a n d establ ished Jones' r e p u t a t i o n as t h e p r e - em i n e n t C o n ‑
g ress i ona l author i ty on w a t e r r e s o u r c e s and hydroe lec t r i c powerdevelopment.

The fi g h t f o r T VA extended o v e r a pe r i o d of many yea r s and p r o v i d e d the
sett ing f o r the s o r d i d D i xon -Ya tes deal w h i c h exploded in the Admin i s t r a t i on ‘ 5
face and i n sp i r ed some re- th ink ing on the p a r t o f s ome membe r s of Congress.
Congressman Jones p layed a considerable r o l e in th is exposé and commented
upon the s e l l - o u t o f the pub l i c i n t e r e s t a s fol lows:

The A t om i c Energy Commission is being u s e d as a
re luc tan t p o w e r b r o k e r by t h e Pres iden t to p r o v e t h a t
t h i s Adm in i s t r a t i o n l ooks upon p r i v a t e p ow e r o p e r a ‑
t i o n s w i t h a favo rab le e y e . I t i s a s hame f u l s t o r y o f
greed and vena l i t y. I t i s a s t o r y o f cunning specu l a t o r s
w i t h a b o l d p l a n to obta in a " f a s t buck " w h i l e ac t ing in
t o t a l d i s rega rd o f t h e p u b l i c interest .

I t s hou l d be reca l l ed t ha t t he con t r a c t t ha t w a s s igned between the
Admin is t ra t ion and Dixon-Yates contained s u c h p e c u l i a r p r o v i s i o n s as a
gua ran teed r e t u r n o f 9 p e r c e n t a f t e r a l l t a x e s , inc luding i n c ome t a x , w e r e
p a i d and i n vo l ved s om e un j u s t i fi ed s p e c i a l t a x p r i v i l e ges . Twen t y y e a r
"gua ran teed p r o fi t s ” c on t r a c t s a r e st range act ions indeed by those who p u r ‑
p o r t to champ ion the t r u e p r i n c i p l e s o f compet i t i ve p r i v a t e en te rp r i se .

Howeve r , i n sp i te o f these a n d o t h e r e f f o r t s b y t h e f r i ends o f T VA , i t w a s
appa r en t t ha t unless s o m e me t h o d o f secur ing su ffic ien t funds cou ld be
dev ised t he Adm in i s t r a t i o n m i g h t w e l l succeed i n bleeding T V A t o death.
Congressman Jones a n d Congressman C l i f f o r d Da v i s (D . Tenn . ) c a m e up w i t h
t he solut ion: self-financing. Jo in t l y, they in t roduced a b i l l w h i c h wou l d enab le
T V A to finance i t s e l f t h rough t h e i ssuance o f r e v e n u e bonds i n s t e ad o f r e l y i ng
on appropr ia t i ons . Unde r t h i s p l a n , the T VA budget w o u l d s t i l l be sub jec t to
r e v i e w a n d s c r u t i n y b y the Cong ress and wou l d s t i l l b e unde r F e d e r a l con t ro l .
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t h e f a c t s he m a r s h a l l e d , the misconcept ions he dispel led, t h e s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s

h e exposed o r a l l t h e spec ious a r g u m e n t s h e refuted. S u f fi c e i t t o r e p e a t t h e
w o r d s of s e n i o r Senator L i s t e r H i l l : " I n Washington, we c a l l B o b Jones
' M r . T V A ' , "

O n e o f t h e C o n g r e s s m a n ' s outs tanding a c h i e v e m e n t s i n s u p p o r t o f T V A ' s
m o d e l o f F e d e r a l m u l t i - p u r p o s e development o f a n e n t i r e r i v e r b a s i n c a m e i n
response t o a r e p o r t o f a t a s k f o r c e o f the H o o v e r C o m m i s s i o n , T h e t a s k
f o r c e r e p o r t a t t acked the theo ry o f mu l t i - pu rpose development and r e c o m ‑
mended a r e t u r n to t h e ant iquated and w a s t e f u l single-purpose scheme. It
r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t T V A b e abandoned t o p r i v a t e i n t e r e s t s a n d at tempted t o
d i sc red i t pub l i c p o w e r in genera l .

I n recogn i t i on o f Jones! knowledge and exper ience in these m a t t e r s , he
w a s appointed cha i rman of a spec ia l subcommittee of the House Government
Operations Commi t tee whose duty w a s to r e p o r t on these H o o v e r r e c o m m e n ‑
d a t i o n s , T h e r e s u l t o f t h i s commi t tee ' s w idesp read hear ings and ex tens i ve
r e s e a r c h w a s a r e p o r t o f o v e r t w o hund red pages wh i chd i sc red i t ed t h e single‑
p u r p o s e development s c h e m e and u n d e r l i n e d t h e obv ious advantages of t h e
m u l t i - p u r p o s e development p r o g r a m , T h e Jones r e p o r t a l s o e m p h a s i z e dt h e
h i s t o r i c , const i tu t iona l r o l e , a n d p r i m a r y respons ib i l i t y, o f t h e F e d e r a l
g o v e r n m e n t in t h e development of t h e N a t i o n ' s r i v e r s a n d h a r b o r s , T h i s
r e p o r t s t i l l s tands a s t h e m o s t a u t h o r i t a t i v e w o r k o n r e s p o n s i b l e F e d e r a l
p o l i c i e s in t h i s fi e l d a n d establ ished Jones ' r e p u t a t i o n as t h e p r e - e m i n e n t C o n ‑
gress iona lau thor i t y on w a t e r r e s o u r c e s a n d h y d r o e l e c t r i c p o w e r development.

T h e figh t f o r T V A ex tended o v e r a p e r i o d o f m a n y y e a r s a n d p r o v i d e d the
se t t ing f o r t h e s o r d i d D ixon-Ya tes dea l w h i c h exp loded i n t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s

T h e A t o m i c E n e r g y C o m m i s s i o n i s being u s e d a s a
re luc tan t p o w e r b r o k e r by the P r e s i d e n t to p r o v e t h a t
t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n looks u p o n p r i v a t e p o w e r o p e r a ‑
t i o n s w i t h a favorab le e y e . I t i s a s h a m e f u l s t o r y o f
greed and venality. It is a storyofcunning speculators
w i t h a b o l d p l a n to obta in a ' ' f a s t b u c k " w h i l e a c t i n g in
t o t a l d i s rega rd o f t h e pub l i c interest .

I t shou ld be reca l led t h a t t h e con t rac t tha t w a s signed between the
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d Dixon-Yates contained s u c h p e c u l i a r p r o v i s i o n s a s a
g u a r a n t e e d r e t u r n o f 9 p e r c e n t a f t e r a l l t a x e s , inc lud ing i n c o m e t a x , w e r e
p a i d a n d invo l ved s o m e u n j u s t i fi e d s p e c i a l t a x p r i v i l e g e s . Twenty y e a r
"guaranteed p r o fi t s ' ' con t rac t s a r e s t range act ions indeed by those w h o p u r ‑
p o r t to champion t h e t r u e p r i nc ip l es o f compet i t i ve p r i v a t e en te rp r i se .

H o w e v e r, i n sp i te o f these a n d o t h e r e f f o r t s b y t h e f r i e n d s o f T V A , i t w a s
a p p a r e n t t h a t unless s o m e m e t h o d o f secur ing s u f fi c i e n t funds cou ld b e
dev ised t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n m i g h t w e l l succeed i n bleeding T V A t o d e a t h ,
Congressman Jones a n d Congressman C l i f f o r d D a v i s ( D . Te n n . ) c a m e up w i t h
t h e solut ion: sel f -financing. Jo in t l y, they introduced a b i l l w h i c h w o u l d enable
T V A to finance i t s e l f t h rough t h e i ssuance o f r e v e n u e bonds i n s t e a d o f relying
O n a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , U n d e r t h i s p l a n , the T VA budget w o u l d s t i l l b e s u b j e c t t o
r e v i e w a n d s c r u t i n y b y t h e Cong ress a n d w o u l d s t i l l b e u n d e r F e d e r a l c o n t r o l .

c i f ]c w



A t t he s a m e t i m e i t w o u l d h a v e t h e degree o f flex i b i l i t y necessa r y t o m e e t the
r e s p on s i b i l i t i e s f o r main ta in ing a su ffic ien t p owe r supply i n t he Va l l e y. T h e
inves tment o f t h e t a x pa y e r s in t he T V A p o w e r p l an t wou l d be f u l l y p r o t e c t e d
b y a p r o v i s i o n r e q u i r i n g p a ym e n t i n t o t h e na t iona l T r e a s u r y o f a n annua l
r e t u r n equa l t o t he g o v e r n m e n t ‘ 5 c o s t o f money.

The Republ icans h a d long contended, spec ious ly, t h a t T V A r ep r e sen t e d
an unwa r r a n t e d ”subs idy ” t o a p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n b y the Fede r a l g o v e r nm e n t .
Ye t t h i s self-financ'mg m e a s u r e , w h i c h wou l d e n d app r o p r i a t i o n s , wa s s u c ‑
cess f u l l y b locked by t h e Republ icans w h e n i t w a s i n t r o du ced in the 84th and
85th Cong resses . None the less , " M r . T VA " r e f u s e d to abandon the figh t and
p r om i s e d a n a l l - o u t p u s h i n t h e 86th Congress, a Congress c o n t r o l l e d b y a
heavy Demo c r a t i c m a j o r i t y .

The Jones-Davis b i l l w a s re - i n t r oduced in t h e fi r s t sess i on o f t h e 86th
Congress and a f t e r exhausting e f f o r t s by Rep. Jones a nd o t h e r s it passed bo t h
Houses o f Congress and r e c e i v e d t h e r e l u c t a n t s igna ture o f P res i den t E i s e n ‑
h ow e r i n 1959.

T h e ba t t l e f o r T V A wa s w o n and t h e agency w a s aga in f r e e t o o p e r a t e a t
t h a t ” m a x i m u m effic iency" wh i c h t h e Repub l i c an Admin is t ra t ion had sought
so pe r s i s t en t l y t o i m p a i r . Jones r ema r ked as fo l l ows , " t h e st ruggle t o keep
T VA the e ffic ien t s e r v an t o f t h e peop le w a s one o f t h e m o s t s t renuous I have
expe r i enced s ince I c a m e t o Congress. E v e r y m i n u t e o f t he ba t t l e w a s
eminent ly wor thwh i le and I would r e p ea t what I d id , i f t ha t w a s necessary. I
h ad substantial and va lued suppo r t f r o m sco r e s o f o rgan iza t ions and thousands
of ind iv idua ls and f o r t h i s he lp I sha l l a lways be gra te fu l . "

The grat i tude, howeve r, was n o t o ne - s i d ed and one E igh th Congress ional
D i s t r i c t newspaper r ema r k ed ed i t o r i a l l y, ” T h e fa i t h that Bob Jones has in
T VA and in h i s people is something t ha t c a n be breached only at g r e a t p r i c e
to the future of t he people of t he E i gh t h Congress ional D i s t r i c t . "

A t t he s a m e t i m e i t w o u l d h a v e t h e degree o f flex i b i l i t y necessa r y t o m e e t t he

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r ma in ta in ing a su ffic ien t p owe r supply i n t h e Va l l e y. T h e
investment of t h e t a x pa ye r s in the T VA p o w e r p l an t wo u l d be f u l l y p r o t e c t e d
b y a p r o v i s i o n r e q u i r i n g p a ymen t i n t o t h e na t i ona l T r e a s u r y o f a n annua l
r e t u r n equa l t o t he g o v e r n m e n t ' s c o s t o f money.

T h e Republ icans h a d long contended, spec ious ly, t h a t T V A r ep r e s en t e d
an unwa r r a n t e d ' ' subs idy ' t o a p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n b y the Fede r a l g o v e r nmen t .
Ye t t h i s sel f -financing m e a s u r e , w h i c h wou l d e n d app rop r i a t i ons , w a s s u c ‑
cess fu l l y b locked by t h e Republ icans wh e n i t w a s i n t r oduced in the 84th and
85th Congresses. Nonethe less , ' ' M r . T VA " r e f u sed to abandon t h e figh t and
p r om i s e d an a l l - o u t p u s h i n t he 86th Congress , a Congress con t r o l l e d by a
heavy Democ r a t i c ma j o r i t y.

T he Jones-Davis b i l l wa s r e - i n t r o du ced i n t h e fi r s t sess ion o f t h e 86th
Congress and a f t e r exhausting e f f o r t s by Rep. Jones and o t he r s it passed bo t h
Hou s e s o f Congress a nd r e c e i v e d t h e r e l u c t a n t s ignature o f P r e s i d e n t E i s e n ‑
h ow e r i n 1959,

The ba t t l e f o r T V A w a s w o n and t h e agency w a s aga i n f r e e t o ope ra t e a t
t h a t " m a x i m u m efficiency' ' w h i c h the Republ icanAdmin is t ra t ion had sought
so pe r s i s t en t l y t o i m p a i r . Jones r ema r ked as fo l l ows , ' ' t h e st ruggle t o keep
T VA the effic ien t s e r v an t o f the peop le w a s o n e of t h e m o s t s t renuous I have
expe r i e n ced s ince I c a m e t o Congress. E v e r y m i n u t e o f the ba t t l e w a s
em inen t l y w o r t hwh i l e and I w o u l d r e p e a t wha t I d i d , i f t h a t w a s necessa r y. I
h a d substant ia l and va lued suppo r t f r o m s c o r e s o f o r g an i z a t i o n s and thousands
o f i n d i v i d u a l s a n d f o r t h i s he lp I sha l l a lways be g r a t e f u l . "
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The A m e r i c a n f a r m s i t ua t i on i s adm i t t ed l y i n an e x t r eme l y comp lex and
del icate s i t u a t i o n and no p o l i t i c a l p a r t y i s a l toge ther r e s pon s i b l e f o r e i t h e r
the f a i l u r e s o r s u c c e s s e s o f t h e p r e s e n t f a r m po l i c y. T h e s i t u a t i o n i s d i f fi cu l t
and l i k e l y t o r ema i n t h a t w a y f o r s o m e t i m e rega rd l e ss o f w h i c h p o l i t i c a l
p a r t y i s a t the h e lm . H o w e v e r , i t i s t h e op in ion o f Cong r e s sman Jones t ha t
t h i s adm i t t e d l y un f o r t u na t e s i t u a t i o n has been ma d e a good deal m o r e u n ‑
f o r t una te by t h e un insp i r ed a nd some t imes d isas t rous p o l i c i e s o f t h e Repub ‑
l i c a n Secre ta ry o f A g r i c u l t u r e , E z r a Benson . A n d p robab l y t h e f a rm e r s who
su f f e r e d m o s t u n d e r t h e E i s e nhowe r A dm i n i s t r a t i o n w e r e t he c o t t o n f a r m e r s ,
espec ia l l y those in Alabama.

One of t h e m o s t encouraging features of democ racy is t h a t s o o n e r or
l a t e r eve r y good c a u s e w i l l a t t r a c t a champion and Congressman Jones,
p robab l y m o r e t h an any o t h e r Membe r of Congress, has fi l l e d t h i s r o l e in
r e l a t i o n t o the ha r d - p r e s sed c o t t o n f a rm e r s o f t he nat ion.

The c o t t o n s i t u a t i o n h a d been r a t h e r d a r k f o r qu i t e a f ew y e a r s b u t i t
b e c ame r e a l l y a c u t e in the 8 3 r d Congress w h e n Secre ta ry Ben son ins t i tu ted
a d r a s t i c c o t t o n a l l o tmen t p r o g r a m w h i c h i n twelve A l a b ama coun t i e s wou l d
n o t g ive e a c h f a r m e r fi v e a c r e s o f co t t o n , regard less o f h o w m u c h he m i g h t
have p lanted i n t h e p a s t . Rep. Jones w a s i n c e n s e d a t t h i s d r a s t i c p r o p o s a l
s i n ce he k n ew wha t i t wou l d m e a n i n t e r m s o f e conom i c l o s s t o co t t o n f a rm e r s
in the se A labama coun t ies and , in s o m e c a s e s , w h a t i t w ou l d m e a n in t e r m s
of h uma n su f f e r i ng . Consequent ly, t h e Congressman i n t r o du ced an amendmen t
regard ing the co t t on market ing quo ta p r o v i s i o n so f t he Ag r i c u l t u r a l Adjustment
A c t of1938 wh i ch p rov i ded f o r an i n c r e a s e i n c o t t o n ac reage and Wi th Senators
H i l l and Spa r kman he fought arduously f o r an inc reased co t ton acreage a l l o t ‑
men t . Howe ve r , t hese e f f o r t s w e r e l a rge l y ignored by t h e Admin is t ra t ion and
h a r d t imes became e v e n w o r s e f o r the nat ion ‘s c o t t o n f a rmers .

In t h e 84 th Congress , the Representa t ive i n t r o du ced a b i l l w h i c h c a r r i e d
a s t ipu la t ion making i t mandato ry f o r t h e coun ty c omm i t t e e to p r o v i d e a
m i n i m um of five a c r e s in co t ton a l lo tments f o r sma l l o p e r a t o r s . He a lso
i n t r o d u c ed a m e a s u r e w h i c h w o u l d r e s t o r e 1955 co t t o n acreage a l l o tmen t s t o
A l a b ama and a l l o t h e r s ta tes g i ven r e d u c e d a l lo tments f o r 1956 by t h e D e p a r t ‑
m e n t o f Ag r i cu l t u re . A l t hough the 1955 a l l o tmen t s l e f t m u c h to be des i r ed ,
t h i s " f r e e z e " a t t he 1955 l e v e l s wou l d a vo i d t he e v e n m o r e drast ic c u t s p lanned
f o r 1956. The A l a b ama Co t t o n Ha r d sh i p Commi t t ee jou rneyed to Washington
t o g ive t e s t imony r ega r d i n g t h e g r e a t n eed o f r e l i e f l e g i s l a t i o n and u r ged
passage o f t he Jones b i l l . Jones a nd t h e Ha rdsh i p Commi t t ee w e r e p a r t i c u ‑
l a r l y i n censed o v e r t he fac t t h a t w h i l e t h e 1956cottona l l o tmen t s w e r e reduced
in sou t he r n s t a t e s s o m e w e s t e r n s ta tes r e c e i v e d increases.

L a r g e l y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e s e e f f o r t s , Congress d i d pass a n omn i bus f a r m
b i l l w h i c h f r o z e co t t o n a l l o tmen t s a t t h e 1956 l e v e l r a t h e r t h an t h e 1955 l e ve l .
T h e r e w e r e a l s o seve ra l o t h e r p r o v i s i o n s w h i c h w o u l d h a v e p r o v i d e d s o m e
r e l i e f f o r A labama f a rm e r s . H o w e v e r , t he P r e s i d e n t v e t o e d t h e b i l l . Rep .
Jones immed ia te ly j o i n e d i n t he i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a n o t h e r r e l i e f m e a s u r e b u t
t h e r e w a s sm a l l hope o f i t pass ing - t h e a t t i t ude o f t he A dm i n i s t r a t i o n w a s
qu i t e c l e a r . I n sp i t e o f t h i s , a c omp r om i s e m e a s u r e w a s w o r k e d o u t and t h i s
m e a s u r e d i d f r e e z e t h e a l l o tmen t q u o t a s a t t h e 1956 leve l s .

T he b a t t l e con t i nued in t h e fi r s t s e s s i o n o f t h e 85 t h Congress a n d J o n e s
au t h o r e d a n e w c o t t o n b i l l w h i c h , i f passed, w o u l d p r o v i d e $8 m i l l i o n t o A l a ‑
b a m a co t t o n f a rm e r s in compensat ion ( i n t h e f o r m of S o i l B a n k paymen ts ) f o r
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T h e A m e r i c a n f a r m s i t u a t i o n i s adm i t t ed l y i n an e x t r e m e l y comp lex and

del icate s i t u a t i o n a n d n o p o l i t i c a l p a r t y i s a l toge ther r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e i t h e r
t h e f a i l u r e s o r s u c c e s s e s o f t h e p r e s e n t f a r m p o l i c y. T h e s i t u a t i o n i s d i f fi c u l t
and l i k e l y t o r e m a i n t h a t w a y f o r s o m e t i m e r e g a r d l e s s o f w h i c h p o l i t i c a l
p a r t y i s a t the h e l m . H o w e v e r , i t i s t h e op in ion o f C o n g r e s s m a n Jones t h a t
t h i s a d m i t t e d l y u n f o r t u n a t e s i t u a t i o n h a s b e e n m a d e a good deal m o r e u n ‑
fortunate by the uninspired and sometimes disastrous policies of the Repub-
l i c a n Secretary o f A g r i c u l t u r e , E z r a Benson. A n d probab ly t h e f a r m e r s w h o
s u f f e r e d m o s t u n d e r t h e E i s e n h o w e rA d m i n i s t r a t i o n w e r e the c o t t o n f a r m e r s ,
especia l ly those in Alabama.

One of t h e m o s t encouraging features of democracy is t h a t s o o n e r or
l a t e r e v e r y good c a u s e w i l l a t t r a c t a champ ion and Congressman Jones,
p robab ly m o r e t h a n any o t h e r M e m b e r of Congress, has fi l l e d t h i s r o l e in
r e l a t i o n t o t h e h a r d - p r e s s e d c o t t o n f a r m e r s o f the n a t i o n ,

T h e c o t t o n s i t u a t i o n h a d b e e n r a t h e r d a r k f o r q u i t e a f e w y e a r s b u t i t
became r e a l l y a c u t e in the 8 3 r d Congress w h e n Secre ta ry B e n s o n ins t i tu ted
a d r a s t i c c o t t o n a l lo tment p r o g r a m w h i c h in twe lve A l a b a m a c o u n t i e s w o u l d
n o t g ive each f a r m e r fi v e a c r e s o f c o t t o n , regard less o f h o w m u c h he m i g h t
h a v e p lan ted i n t h e p a s t . Rep, Jones w a s i n c e n s e d a t t h i s d r a s t i c p r o p o s a l
s ince h e k n e w w h a t i t w o u l d m e a n i n t e r m s o f e c o n o m i c l o s s t o c o t t o n f a r m e r s
in these A labama coun t ies and, in s o m e c a s e s , w h a t i t w o u l d m e a n in t e r m s
of h u m a n su f f e r i ng . Consequent ly, t h e Congressman i n t r o d u c e d an a m e n d m e n t
r e g a r d i n g t h e c o t t o n m a r k e t i n g q u o t a p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l Adjustment
A c t o f 1938 w h i c h p r o v i d e d f o r a n i n c r e a s e i n c o t t o n a c r e a g e and w i t h Senators
H i l l a n d Spa rkman he fought a rduous l y f o r an i n c r e a s e d c o t t o n ac reage a l l o t ‑
ment . H o w e v e r, t h e s e e f f o r t s w e r e l a r g e l y ignored b y t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d
h a r d t i m e s b e c a m e e v e n w o r s e f o r t h e n a t i o n ' s c o t t o n f a r m e r s ,

I n t h e 8 4 t h C o n g r e s s , t h e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n t r o d u c e d a b i l l w h i c h c a r r i e d
a s t ipu la t i on mak ing i t manda to ry f o r the coun ty c o m m i t t e e to p r o v i d e a
m i n i m u m o f fi v e a c r e s i n c o t t o n a l l o t m e n t s f o r s m a l l o p e r a t o r s . H e a l s o
i n t r o d u c e d a m e a s u r e w h i c h w o u l d r e s t o r e 1955 c o t t o n ac reage a l l o t m e n t s t o
A l a b a m a a n d a l l o t h e r s ta tes g i v e n r e d u c e d a l lo tments f o r 1956 by t h e D e p a r t ‑
m e n t o f A g r i c u l t u r e . A l t h o u g h t h e 1955 a l l o tmen ts l e f t m u c h t o b e des i red ,
t h i s " f r eeze ' ' a t t he 1955 l e v e l s w o u l d avo id t h e e v e n m o r e d ras t i c c u t s p lanned
f o r 1956. T h e A l a b a m a C o t t o n H a r d s h i p C o m m i t t e e jou rneyed to Washington
t o g i ve t e s t i m o n y r e g a r d i n g t h e g r e a t n e e d o f r e l i e f l e g i s l a t i o n a n d u r g e d
p a s s a g e o f t h e Jones b i l l . Jones a n d t h e Hardsh ip C o m m i t t e e w e r e p a r t i c u ‑
l a r l y incensed o v e r t h e f a c t t h a t w h i l e t h e 1956c o t t o n a l l o t m e n t s w e r e r e d u c e d
i n s o u t h e r n s t a t e s s o m e w e s t e r n s t a t e s r e c e i v e d i n c r e a s e s ,

L a r g e l y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e s e e f f o r t s , Congress d i d p a s s a n omnibus f a r m
b i l l w h i c h f r o z e c o t t o n a l l o t m e n t s a t t h e 1956 l e v e l r a t h e r t h a n t h e 1955 l e v e l ,
T h e r e w e r e a l s o s e v e r a l o t h e r p r o v i s i o n s w h i c h w o u l d h a v e p r o v i d e d s o m e
r e l i e f f o r Alabama f a r m e r s . H o w e v e r , the P r e s i d e n t v e t o e d t h e b i l l . Rep .
Jones i m m e d i a t e l y j o i n e d i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a n o t h e r r e l i e f m e a s u r e b u t
t h e r e w a s s m a l l hope o f i t pass ing - t h e a t t i t ude o f t he A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w a s
q u i t e c l e a r . I n s p i t e o f t h i s , a c o m p r o m i s e m e a s u r e w a s w o r k e d o u t and t h i s
m e a s u r e d i d f r e e z e t h e a l l o t m e n t q u o t a s a t t h e 1956 l e v e l s .

T h e b a t t l e con t i nued in t h e fi r s t s e s s i o n o f t h e 8 5 t h Congress a n d J o n e s
a u t h o r e d a n e w c o t t o n b i l l w h i c h , i f passed, w o u l d p r o v i d e $ 8 m i l l i o n t o A l a ‑
b a m a c o t t o n f a r m e r s in compensat ion ( i n t h e f o r m of S o i l B a n k paymen ts ) f o r



t h e co t t on acreage t he y had l o s t to o t h e r s t a t e s s i n c e 1950. Te n M em b e r s o f
t h e House j o i n e d i n t h e p r e s en t a t i o n o f t h i s p r o po sa l . T h e b i l l a l s o p rov ided
f o r me t e s a n d bounds m e a s u r e m e n t s w h i c h w o u l d p r o v i d e m o r e a c c u r a t e
s u r v e y s and e l im i n a t e m a n y i n j u s t i c e s , a n d c a r r i e d ano the r impo r t a n t p r o ‑
v i s i o n w h i c h s t ipu la ted t ha t t h e c o t t o n p roduc ing s t a t e s be guaranteed at l e a s t
99 p e r c e n t o f t he p resen t acreage t h r ough 1958. T h e Co t t on Ha rdsh i p C o m ‑
m i t t e e endo r sed t h i s b i l l 100 p e r cen t .

The inequ i t ies i n t he Repub l i can c o t t o n p r o g r am c a n b e s t be i l l u s t r a t ed
by t h e fo l lowing figures l i s t i n g c o t t o n acreage reduct ions in the s ta te compared
w i t h t h e nat ion:

A labama
1950 1957

1,294,315 a c r e s 1,028,000 a c r e s
Reduc t i o n - 266,315 a c r e s

Na t i o n
1950 1957

17,948,000 a c r e s 17,585,000 a c r e s
Reduc t i o n - 363,000 a c r e s

I n o t he r w o r d s , A labama abso r bed 73 p e r c e n t o f t h e e n t i r e na t i o na l c u t
between 1950 and 1957.

Ci t ing another ind ica t ion of t he in jus t ices and fa i l u r es o f the Benson f a r m
p r o g r am , Congressman Jones repo r t ed the fol lowing stat ist ics:

On January 20,1953, when Benson t o o k o v e r the A g r i ‑
cu l tu re Depar tment , the to ta l p r i c e suppo r t losses t ha t
had been accumulated o v e r t he p r e v i o u s 20 y e a r s ( a l ‑
m o s t en t i re l y Democ ra t i c ) amounted to $1,064,017,225.
On January 1, 1957, a f t e r f o u r years of Benson m a n ‑
agemen t o f t h e Ag r i c u l t u r e Depar tmen t , these l o s s e s
amoun ted to $4,005,229,643. Thus , we fi n d t ha t f o u r
y e a r s o f “ B e n s o n i sm ” have c o s t t he t a xpaye r s a l m o s t
t h r e e t i m e s a s m u c h a s 2 0 y e a r s o f D emo c r a t i c A d ‑
m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the Depar tment . I n add i t i o n t o t h i s
dep lo rab le s i t ua t i on in the f a r m p i c t u r e , i t shou ld be
poin ted o u t that s ince Benson t o o k o v e r t he w e l f a r e of
o u r f a r m e r s i n 1953, f a r m i n c ome ha s dropped n e a r l y
n i n e b i l l i o n do l l a r s .

T h e Cot ton Ha rdsh i p C omm i t t e e aga i n c a m e t o Congress t o t e l l t h e i r
s t o r y in p e r s o n . Congressman Jones presented t h e m to t h e appropr ia te s u b ‑
c omm i t t e e and the Ha rdsh i p Comm i t t e e t e s t i fi e d i n suppo r t o f Jones ‘ n e w
c o t t o n b i l l .

A S t h i s sess i on o f the 85 th Cong ress d r e w t o a c l o s e , t he c o n t r o v e r s y
o v e r n a t i o n a l f a r m po l i c y be came r i g i d l y s ta lemated a n d b o t h s i des gathered
t h e i r f o r c e s f o r t h e c om i n g b a t t l e i n t h e n e x t s e s s i o n .

P r e v i o u s l y, m a n y A l a bama c o t t o n f a rm e r s who d e s i r e d t o pa r t i c i p a t e i n
the S o i l Bank w e r e unab le to do so because o f insu ffic ien t f u nd a l l oca t i ons f o r
t h i s purpose. Consequent ly, in the second sess i on of the 85th Congress, Jones
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t h e c o t t o n a c r e a g e they had l o s t t o o t h e r s t a t e s s i n c e 1950. Te n Memb e r s o f

t h e House j o i n ed i n t h e p r e sen t a t i o n o f t h i s p r oposa l . T h e b i l l a l s o p r o v i d ed
f o r me t e s a n d bounds m e a s u r e m e n t s w h i c h wo u l d p r o v i d e m o r e a c c u r a t e
s u r v e y s a nd e l im i n a t e m a n y i n j u s t i c e s , a n d c a r r i e d ano the r impo r t a n t p r o ‑
v i s i o n w h i c h s t ipu la ted that t h e c o t t o n p roduc ing s t a t e s be guaranteed at l e a s t
99 p e r c e n t o f t h e p r e s e n t acreage th rough 1958, T h e Co t tonHardsh ip C o m ‑
m i t t e e endorsed t h i s b i l l 100 p e r c e n t ,

The inequi t ies i n t he Republ ican co t t on p r o g r am c a n bes t be i l l u s t r a t ed
by t he fo l lowing figures l i s t i n g c o t t o n acreage reduct ions in t he s ta te compared
w i t h t h e nat ion:

Alabama
1950 1957

1,294,315 a c r e s 1,028,000 a c r e s
Reduc t ion - 266,315 a c r e s

Na t i o n
1950 1957

17,948,000 a c r e s 17,585,000 a c r e s
Reduc t i on - 363,000 a c r e s

In o t h e r w o r d s , A labama absorbed 73 p e r c e n t o f t h e e n t i r e n a t i o n a l emi
be tween 1950 and 1957.

C i t i n g ano t h e r i nd i ca t i on o f t h e i n j u s t i c e s and f a i l u r e s o f the B e n s o n f a r m
p r o g r am , Cong ressman Jones r epo r t ed t he fo l lowing s ta t i s t i cs :

On January 20,1953, w h e n B e n s o n took o v e r t h e A g r i ‑
cu l t u r e Depa r tmen t , t h e t o t a l p r i c e s u p p o r t l o s se s t ha t
h a d b e e n accumu la t ed o v e r t h e p r e v i o u s 20 y e a r s ( a l ‑
m o s t e n t i r e l y D emo c r a t i c ) amoun ted to $1,064,017,225.
On January 1, 1957, a f t e r f o u r years of Benson m a n ‑
agemen t o f t h e Ag r i c u l t u r e Depar tment , t h e se l o s ses
amounted to $4,005,229,643. Thus , we fi n d t h a t f o u r
y e a r s o f ' ' Benson i sm" have c o s t t he taxpaye r s a lm o s t
t h r e e t i m e s a s m u c h a s 2 0 y e a r s o f D emo c r a t i c A d ‑
m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t he Depar tment . I n add i t i o n t o t h i s
dep lo rab le s i tua t ion in t h e f a r m p i c t u r e , i t shou ld be
po in ted o u t tha t s ince Ben son t o o k o v e r t h e w e l f a r e o f
o u r f a r m e r s i n 1953, f a r m income has dropped nea r l y
n i n e b i l l i o n do l la rs .

T h e Co t t on Ha rdsh i p C omm i t t e e again c a m e t o Congress t o t e l l t h e i r
s t o r y in pe r s on . Congressman Jones presented t h e m to t h e app rop r i a t e s u b ‑
c omm i t t e e and t h e Ha r d s h i p Comm i t t e e t e s t i fi e d i n suppor t o f Jones ' n e w
c o t t o n b i l l .

A s t h i s sess ion o f the 85 th Congress d r e w t o a c l o se , the c o n t r o v e r s y
o v e r n a t i o n a l f a r m p o l i c y became r i g i d l y s ta lemated a n d b o t h s i des ga the red
t h e i r f o r c e s f o r t h e com ing b a t t l e i n t h e n e x t sess i on .

P rev i ous l y, m a n y A l abama co t t on f a r m e r s w h o d e s i r e d t o pa r t i c i pa t e i n
t he S o i l Bank w e r e unab l e t o do so because o f i n su f fi c i en t f und a l l o ca t i ons f o r
t h i s pu rpose . Consequent ly, in the second sess iono f the 85 th Congress, Jones



i n t r o d u c e d l e g i s l a t i o n a u t h o r i z i n g a n d d i r e c t i n g S e c r e t a r y B e n s o n t o u s e a n
a d d i t i o n a l $120 m i l l i o n f o r t h e 1958 c o t t o n a c r e a g e r e s e r v e p r o g r a m .

T h e e n t i r e A l a b a m a Cong ress i ona l De lega t i on jo ined Jones in the i n t r o ‑
d u c t i o n o f a n o t h e r m e a s u r e w h i c h w o u l d f r e e z e t h e 1959 a n d 1960 c o t t o n
a l l o t m e n t s a t t h e 1956 l e v e l and t h u s p u t o f f f u r t h e r a n y acreage r e d u c t i o n b y
S e c r e t a r y  B e n s o n .

T h e e f f o r t s o f Rep . Jones a n d o t h e r s w e r e fi n a l l y s u c c e s s f u l w h e n , l a t e r
i n the sess ion ,t he House App rop r i a t i ons C o m m i t t e e approved add i t i ona l f unds
to a l l o w m o r e c o t t o n f a r m e r s to pa r t i c i pa te in the S o i l Bank p r o g r a m .

The b i g p u s h f o r a ” f r e e z e " o n a c r e a g e a l l o t m e n t s a l s o a c h i e v e d s o m e
s u c c e s s s ince Congress passed a c o m p r o m i s e " f r e e z e " b i l l s i m i l a r t o t h e
o n e i n t r o d u c e d by t h e Congressman . H o w e v e r , t h e P r e s i d e n t ve toed t h e l e g i s ‑
l a t i o n . Nonethe less , Jones p e r s i s t e d in h i s endeavors a n d a n o t h e r f a r m b i l l
w a s p a s s e d w h i c h avo ided t h e d r a s t i c r e d u c t i o n s contemplated by S e c r e t a r y
Benson.

In t h e 86th Congress, R e p . J o n e s con t inued h i s fight f o r a b e t t e r d e a l f o r
t h e c o t t o n f a r m e r s . H e sponsored leg is la t ion w h i c h sought s t a b i l i z a t i o n o f
t h e c o t t o n p r i c e suppo r t f o r t h e y e a r 1961. T h i s m e a s u r e w o u l d p u t a fl o o r o f
7 5 p e r c e n t o f p a r i t y u n d e r t h e 1961 c r o p a n d the reby delay t h e s c h e d u l e d
reduct ions in t h e suppo r t base f o r a n o t h e r y e a r. He descr ibed t h i s b i l l as
emergency legislat ion.

Jones also int roduced a b i l l w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h a t fa rmers a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n
who d id n o t plan to p lan t t h e i r c o t t o n quota c o u l d re lease th i s acreage f o r
red i s t r i bu t i on throughout the na t i on to f a r m e r s who wished to p lan t m o r e than
t h e i r p r e s e n t quotas. T h i s p l a n d i d n o t c a l l f o r inc reased nat iona l acreage
al lo tments b u t r a t h e r p rov ided f o r m o r e e f f e c t i v e u t i l i z a t i o n o f p r e s e n t a c r e ‑
age. T h e m e a s u r e passed and l a t e r the agr i cu l tu re offices re leased s o m e
in te res t i ng figu res on t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s b i l l . One n o t so su rp r i s i ng r e s u l t
w a s t h a t t h e n e e d w a s g r e a t e s t in the count ies of t h e E i g h t h Congress ional
D i s t r i c t . A b o u t 25,502 a c r e s w e r e s u r r e n d e r e d t o t h e Sta te o f A l a b a m a and
these a c r e s w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d to t h e co t ton -p roduc ing coun t ies . An e x p e r t
e s t i m a t e p r e d i c t e d t h a t t h i s a d d i t i o n a l a c r e a g e w o u l d i n c r e a s e A l a b a m a
f a r m i n c o m e by $23 m i l l i o n . An i n c r e a s e of $1,980,000 in g r o s s i n c o m e in
C o l b e r t , L a u d e r d a l e , and L a w r e n c e coun t ies a l o n e w a s p red ic ted . M o s t C o n ‑
g r e s s m e n ta l k about t h e p l i g h t o f t h e f a r m e r b u t Jones r e a l l y does someth ing
about i t and s o m e of the deep sat is fac t ion a n d s e n s e o f a c h i e v e m e n t tha t an
a l e r t C o n g r e s s m a n f e e l s w h e n h e h a s s e r v e d h i s people w e l l c a n b e r e a d i l y
i m a g i n e d w h e n t h a t a d d i t i o n a l $23 m i l l i o n i s b r o k e n d o w n i n t o s u c h h u m a n
f a c t o r s a s b e t t e r a n d m o r e p l e n t i f u l food , c loth ing, housing, m e d i c a l c a r e ,
e t c . , f o r t h e f a r m e r s o f t h e s ta te .

T h u s i t h a s come about t h a t t h e re lat ionship of t h e C o n g r e s s m a n w i t h t h e
c o t t o n f a r m e r h a s b e e n a r o m a n c e , a r o m a n c e i n t h e sett ing o f a t ragedy.

i n t r o d u c e d l e g i s l a t i o n a u t h o r i z i n g a n d d i r e c t i n g S e c r e t a r y B e n s o n t o u s e a n

a d d i t i o n a l $120 m i l l i o n f o r t h e 1958 c o t t o n a c r e a g e r e s e r v e p r o g r a m .

T h e e n t i r e A l a b a m a Congress iona l De lega t i on jo i ned Jones in t h e i n t r o ‑
d u c t i o n o f a n o t h e r m e a s u r e w h i c h w o u l d f r e e z e t h e 1959 a n d 1960 c o t t o n
a l l o t m e n t s a t t h e 1956 l e v e l and thus p u t o f f f u r t h e r a n y acreage r e d u c t i o n b y
S e c r e t a r y  B e n s o n .

The e f f o r t s o f Rep. Jones and o the rs w e r e fi n a l l y success fu l w h e n , l a t e r
in t h e s e s s i o n , t h e House Appropr ia t ions C o m m i t t e e approved add i t iona l funds
t o a l l o w m o r e c o t t o n f a r m e r s t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the S o i l Bank p r o g r a m .

The b i g p u s h f o r a ' ' f r eeze ' ' on ac reage a l l o tmen ts a l so ach ieved s o m e
s u c c e s s s ince Congress passed a compromise ' ' f reeze ' ' b i l l s i m i l a r to the
o n e i n t r o d u c e d by t h e Congressman. H o w e v e r , t h e P r e s i d e n t vetoed t h e l e g i s ‑
l a t i o n . N o n e t h e l e s s , Jones p e r s i s t e d i n h i s endeavors a n d a n o t h e r f a r m b i l l
w a s passed w h i c h avo ided t h e d r a s t i c r e d u c t i o n s contemplated by S e c r e t a r y
B e n s o n ,

In t h e 86th Congress, R e p . Jones cont inued h i s figh t f o r a b e t t e r d e a l f o r
t h e c o t t o n f a r m e r s . H e sponsored leg is la t ion w h i c h sought s t a b i l i z a t i o n o f
t h e c o t t o n p r i c e s u p p o r t f o r t h e y e a r 1961. T h i s m e a s u r e w o u l d p u t a fl o o r o f
7 5 p e r c e n t o f p a r i t y u n d e r t h e 1961 c r o p a n d the reby de lay t h e s c h e d u l e d
r e d u c t i o n s i n t h e s u p p o r t b a s e f o r a n o t h e r y e a r , H e d e s c r i b e d t h i s b i l l a s
e m e r g e n c y leg is la t ion ,

Jones a l s o i n t r o d u c e d a b i l l w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h a t f a r m e r s a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n
who d i d n o t p lan t o p lan t t h e i r c o t t o n q u o t a cou ld r e l e a s e t h i s a c r e a g e f o r
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n th roughou t t h e na t ion t o f a r m e r s who w ished t o p l a n t m o r e t h a n
t h e i r p r e s e n t quotas . T h i s p l a n d i d n o t c a l l f o r i n c r e a s e d na t i ona l a c r e a g e
a l l o t m e n t s b u t r a t h e r p r o v i d e d f o r m o r e e f f e c t i v e u t i l i z a t i o n o f p r e s e n t a c r e ‑
a g e . T h e m e a s u r e passed a n d l a t e r the a g r i c u l t u r e o f fi c e s r e l e a s e d s o m e
in te res t ing fi g u r e s on t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s b i l l , One n o t so su rp r i s i ng r e s u l t
w a s t h a t t h e n e e d w a s g r e a t e s t in the c o u n t i e s of t h e E i g h t h Congress iona l
D i s t r i c t . A b o u t 25,502 a c r e s w e r e s u r r e n d e r e d t o t h e State o f A l a b a m a and
these a c r e s w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d to t h e co t ton -p roduc ing coun t ies . An e x p e r t
e s t i m a t e p r e d i c t e d t h a t t h i s add i t i ona l a c r e a g e w o u l d i n c r e a s e A l a b a m a
f a r m i n c o m e by $23 m i l l i o n . An i n c r e a s e of $1,980,000 in g r o s s i n c o m e in
C o l b e r t , L a u d e r d a l e , and L a w r e n c e coun t ies a l o n e w a s p r e d i c t e d . M o s t C o n ‑
g r e s s m e n t a l k about t h e p l i g h t o f t h e f a r m e r b u t Jones r e a l l y does someth ing
about i t and s o m e of the deep sat is fac t ion and s e n s e of ach ievement tha t an
a l e r t Congressman f e e l s w h e n he h a s served h i s people w e l l c a n be r e a d i l y
imag ined w h e n t h a t add i t i ona l $23 m i l l i o n i s b r o k e n down i n t o s u c h h u m a n
f a c t o r s a s b e t t e r and m o r e p l e n t i f u l food, c lothing, housing, m e d i c a l c a r e ,
e t c . , f o r t h e f a r m e r s o f t h e s t a t e .

T h u s i t h a s c o m e about tha t t h e re lat ionship of t h e Congressman w i t h the
c o t t o n f a r m e r h a s been a r o m a n c e , a r o m a n c e i n the sett ing o f a t ragedy.
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Due t o t h e v a r i e d n a t u r e o f t he l eg i s l a t i o n w h i c h passes through the
Government e a c h y e a r , and s ince no ind iv idua l Congressman cou l d s t a y c o m ‑
p l e t e l y i n f o rmed r ega r d i n g a l l o f these p r opo sa l s , Congress l o ng ago se i z ed
u p o n t h e scheme of Congress ional c omm i t t e e s mad e up of Congressmen f r o m
bo t h n a t i o n a l p a r t i e s . E a c h o f these c omm i t t e e s has a . s p e c i a l sphere o f
i n t e r e s t and exam ines a l l p r oposed leg is la t ion wh i c h f a l l s w i t h i n i t s j u r i s d i c ‑
t i o n and, consequently, a g r e a t dea l c a n be lea rned about the spec ia l i n te res ts
of a Cong ressman by s imp l y determining the commi t tees a n d subcommittees
on wh i c h he se r v e s . Congressman Jones is no excep t i on to t h i s g e n e r a l r u l e
a n d h i s pos i t i ons on t h e P u b l i c Works Committee and the Government Ope r a ‑
t i o n s Commi t tee emp h a s i z e h i s i n t e r e s t i n conse r va t i o n s i n ce these commi t tees
a r e keenly c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e na t i o n ‘ s n a t u r a l resources . Jones' pos i t i o n s
on these comm i t t e e s ind ica te t h a t h i s i n t e r e s t i s ce r ta in l y n o t p a s s i v e a n d
during h i s fi f t e e n y e a r s in Congress he has labored extensively in t h i s field.

A s a r e s u l t o f h i s long y e a r s o f s e r v i c e , a comp l e t e summary i s o u t o f the
q u e s t i o n s ince i t w o u l d fi l l volumes. However, a b r i e f su rvey o f s ome o f the
highl ights w i l l t h r o w considerable l i g h t on t h e Jones r e c o r d on conservat ion.

In h i s fi r s t t e r m in the House, t he 80 th Congress, Rep. Jones introduced
a b i l l ca l l ing f o r an $18,000,000 ex tens ion in t h e o p e r a t i o n o f the I n l a n d Wa t e r ‑
ways Corporat ion. T he ex tens i on w a s to c on s i s t of imp rovemen t s in fac i l i t ies
a n d a n e x t e n s i o n o f o p e r a t i o n s o n t h e Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers .
The p r opo sa l , if adopted, wou l d have conferred considerable benefit on h is
r e g i o n o f the c o u n t r y.

In the S l s t Congress, t h e Representative introduced a measure wh i ch
ca l led f o r increased fi r e c o n t r o l fac i l i t ies , stepped up p roduc t i on of seedlings
f o r purposes of reforestation, and general ly increased fo res t ry ac t i v i t y ‑
especial ly to a i d the owners of s m a l l f o res ts and wood lo ts . He a l s o appea red
be fo re the Appropr iat ions Committee in suppo r t of an al locat ion wh ich wou l d
finance a nat iona l fo res t su r vey.

At t h e beginning of t h e 82nd Congress, Rep. Jones became cha i rman of a
spe c i a l subcommittee on Wate r Resources of the Pub l i c Wo rks Committee.
H i s e x p e r i e n c e i n t h i s p o s i t i o n thoroughly acqua in ted h i m w i t h the p r o b l e m s
a n d p o t e n t i a l i t i e s o f w a t e r r e s o u r c e conse r va t i o n and development throughout
the nat ion. Th i s subcommittee d i d s o m e of t he bas i c w o r k on the v a s t St.
Lawrence Seaway p r o j e c t and a l s o investigated the var ious dam-building
agenc ies of t h e Government ( fi v e in a l l ) to a s c e r t a i n mean s of providing
g r e a t e r economy a n d efficiency w i t h i n theseagencies as w e l l as g r e a t e r i n t e r ‑
agency harmony a n d c o o p e r a t i o n . T he subcommittee‘s recommendations w o n
w i d e p r a i s e a n d sugges ted me thods wh i c h w o u l d save the taxpayers money.

The Congressman a l s o s e r v ed as cha i rman of the House subcommittee
o n R i v e r s a n d Ha r b o r s and h i s dut ies i n t h i s p o s i t i o n l e d h i m o n a t o u r through
t h e Wa r r i o r R i v e r r e g i o n in o r d e r to m a k e recommendat ions regard ing f u r t h e r
development of t ha t r i v e r basin.

Once aga in i n t h i s Congress, t h e Rep r e sen t a t i v e fought f o r m o r e adequate
fo res t fi r e c o n t r o l s and he a l s o sought au thor iza t ion f o r e x p e r imen t s on c o n ‑
v e r s i o n o f coa l , l i gn i t e a n d o i l shale t o use fu l gases .
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t i o n and, consequently, a g r e a t dea l c a n be learned about the spec ia l in terests
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h igh l ights w i l l t h r o w considerable l i g h t o n t h e Jones r e c o r d o n c o n s e r v a t i o n ,

In h i s fi r s t t e r m in the House, t h e 80 th Congress, Rep, Jones introduced
a b i l l ca l l ing f o r an $18,000,000 extens ion in the o p e r a t i o n of t h e I n l a n d Wa t e r ‑
ways Corporat ion, The ex tens i on w a s to cons i s t of improvements in fac i l i t ies
a n d a n e x t e n s i o n o f o p e r a t i o n s o n t h e Tennessee and Cumberland R i v e r s ,
The p r o p o s a l , i f adopted, wou l d have con fe r red considerable benefi t on h i s
r e g i o n o f the c o u n t r y.

In t h e 8 l s t Congress, t he Representat ive in t roduced a measu r e w h i c h
ca l l e d f o r increasedfi r e c o n t r o l fac i l i t ies, s tepped up p r o d u c t i o n of seedlings
f o r p u r po se s of reforestat ion, and genera l l y inc reased fo res t r y ac t i v i t y ‑
espec ia l l y to a i d t h e owne r s o f s m a l l fo res ts a n d w o o d lo ts . He a l s o a p p e a r e d
be fo re t h e Approp r i a t i ons Committee in s u p p o r t o f an a l l oca t i on wh i c h w o u l d
finance a na t i ona l f o res t survey,

At t h e beginning of t h e 82nd Congress, Rep. Jones became cha i rman of a
spe c i a l subcommittee on Wate r Resources of the Pub l i c Wo rks Committee.
H i s e x p e r i e n c e i n t h i s p o s i t i o n thoroughly acqua in ted h i m w i t h the p r o b l e m s
a n d p o t e n t i a l i t i e s o f w a t e r r e s o u r c e conse r va t i on and development throughout
t he n a t i o n , T h i s subcommittee d i d s om e of t h e bas i c w o r k on t h e v a s t S t ,
Lawrence Seaway p r o j e c t and a l so investigated the var ious dam -building
agenc ies of t h e Government ( fi v e in a l l ) to a s c e r t a i n means of providing
g r e a t e r economy an d efficiency w i t h i n theseagencies as w e l l as g r e a t e r i n t e r ‑
agency harmony a n d coope r a t i o n . The subcommittee's recommendations w o n
w i d e p r a i s e a n d suggested methods wh i ch w o u l d save the taxpayers money.

The Congressman a l so se r ved as cha i rman of t he House subcommittee
on R ive rsand Harbo rs and h i s duties in th i s p o s i t i o n l e d h i m on a t o u r through
the Wa r r i o r R i v e r r eg i on i n o r d e r to make recommendat ions regard ing f u r t he r
development of t h a t r i v e r b a s i n ,

Once aga in in th i s Congress, t h e Represen ta t i ve fought f o r m o r e adequate
fores t fi r e c o n t r o l s and he a l s o sought author iza t ion f o r e x p e r imen t s on c o n ‑
v e r s i o n o f coa l , l i gn i t e a n d o i l shale t o use fu l gases ,

- 48 ‑



T h e Republ icans c u t T VA ' s app rop r i a t i on a t t h i s t i m e and th i s reduc t i on
necess i t a t ed s o m e cutbacks i n T VA ' s conse r va t i o n act iv i t ies. Jones b i t t e r l y
opposed t h i s reduc t ion and b r ough t to t h e a t t e n t i o n o f the Congress t h e need
f a r m o r e , n o t l e s s , conservat ion.

T he 8 3 r d Congress ma r k ed t h e beginning of an a l l - o u t a s s au l t on T VA by
t h e Eisenhower Administration. One of t h e p i n c e r s in t h i s a t tack w a s a i m e d
a t t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n w o r k i n t h e Va l l ey b y the TVA . T h e Republ icans p lanned
t o dest roy the se conse r va t i o n p r a c t i c e s by s imp l y r e f u s i ng t o app r op r i a t e any
funds f o r s u c h pu r p o se s . The E igh th D i s t r i c t Congressman w a s one of t he
leaders i n t h e su c ce s s f u l ba t t le w h i c h r e s t o r e d some o f t h e funds.

One o f t he Congressman's m o s t s i gn i fican t c o n s e r v a t i o n a c c omp l i s hmen t s
o c c u r r e d dur ing th i s p e r i o d . The C h i e f o f Eng ineers recommended a flood
c o n t r o l and drainage p r o j e c t f o r Pa i n t R o c k R i v e r b u t s t ipu la ted t ha t l o c a l
i n t e res t s cont r ibute 50% of t h e c o s t of l and enhancement a n d m a j o r drainage.
The Pub l i c Works Committee had j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h i s p roposa l a n d Jones
successfu l ly a rgued t h a t t h e r e w a s no fundamental d i fference between l a n d
enhancement, m a j o r drainage, and flood c o n t r o l and consequent ly t h e G o v e r n ‑
m e n t c o u l d and should pay a l l t h e cos t s . T he p r o j e c t w a s author ized on t h i s
basis bu t t h e Admin is t ra t ion blocked t h e funds necessa r y to a c t on the a u t h o r ‑
i za t ion. T he Congressman is s t i l l doing everyth ing in h i s p o w e r to he l p t h i s
p r o j e c t become a r e a l i t y .

Du r ing the 84th Congress, t he attack on t h e conservat ion ac t i v i t i e s of
T VA continued and, aga in , Jones was in t h e foref ront of a ba t t l e wh ich blocked
reduc t ion of t hese act iv i t ies.

The House passed an i r r i ga t i on b i l l w h i c h p rov ided$106 m i l l i o n in loans
f o r the p r o m o t i o n o f i r r i ga t i on pro jec ts . An amendment offered by Rep. Jones
w a s adopted wh i ch made these funds ava i lab le to f a rm e r s in the drought‑
s t r i c ken South as w e l l as to W e s t e r n rec l ama t i on states.

As a r e s u l t o f h i s w i d e expe r i ence i n t he fi e l d o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , t h e
Congressman wa s appo in ted cha i rman of a s p e c i a l subcommittee on Water
Resources a n d Power of t he Government Opera t i ons Committee. H i s n e w
subcommittee h e l d hear ings in fi f t een d i f f e r en t c i t i e s a n d a lso conducted a
comp rehens i v e study o f t h e background o f establ ished pr inc ip les and needs,
a n d t he establ ished r o l e and respons i b i l i t i e s o f t h e Fede r a l Government i n
t he fie l ds of conservation. development, and u t i l i z a t i on of n a t u r a l w a t e r and
p ow e r resources. Based on these studies a nd hear ings , Jones ‘ subcommittee
made recommendat ions as to the f u t u r e po l i c i e s w h i c h should be fo l lowed by
Congress in t h i s r e ga r d . T he w o r k of t he subcommittee wa s p r e s e n t e d in a
r e p o r t o f o v e r t w o hundred pages and t h i s r e p o r t i s r ecogn i zed as the m o s t
authori tat ive study on these sub jec ts . I t s t i l l s e r v e s n o t o n l y as a guide to
Congress b u t a l s o as an au t ho r i t y f o r a l l who do ser ious r e s e a r c h i n w a t e r
a nd p ow e r conse r v a t i o n and development. A s a r e s u l t o f t h e r e p o r t , Jones i s
n o w recogn i zed as t h e p r e - e m i n e n t Congress ional e x p e r t on fl o o d con t r o l ,
mun i c i p a l w a t e r supp ly, and h yd r o e l e c t r i c development. T he findings o f t h i s
subcommittee, incidental ly, w e r e in d i r e c t oppos i t ion to the conse r v a t i o n
recommendat ions ( o r l a c k of t hem) by a t a s k f o r c e of t h e H o o v e r Commission.

The Congressmana lso helpedp u s h througha Pub l i c WorksAppropriat ions
B i l l wh i ch p r o v i d e d funds f o r planning w o r k on the proposed Tennessee ‑
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necess i ta ted s o m e cutbacks in T VA ' s conse r v a t i o n act iv i t ies. Jones b i t t e r l y
opposed t h i s reduc t ion and brough t to t h e a t t en t i o n o f the Congress t h e need
f o r m o r e , n o t l e s s , c o n s e r v a t i o n ,

T he 8 3 r d Congress ma r k ed t h e beginning of an a l l - o u t assau l t on T VA by
t h e Eisenhower Adm i n i s t r a t i o n , One o f t he p i n c e r s i n t h i s a t tack w a s a i m e d
a t t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n w o r k i n t h e Va l l e y b y the TVA. T h e Republ icans p lanned
to des t roy these conse rva t i on p r a c t i c e s by s imp l y refusing to app rop r i a t e any
funds f o r s u c h pu rposes , The E igh th D i s t r i c t Congressman w a s one of the
leaders i n t h e success fu l bat t le w h i c h r e s t o r e d some o f t he funds,

One of the Congressman's m o s t s ign ifican t conse rva t i on accomplishments
o c c u r r e d dur ing t h i s p e r i o d . The Ch i e f o f Engineers r e c ommended a flood
c on t r o l a n d drainage p r o j e c t f o r Pa in t Rock R i v e r b u t s t ipu lated t ha t l o c a l
in te res ts contr ibute 50% of t h e c o s t of land enhancement a n d m a j o r drainage.
The Pub l i c Works Commi t t ee had j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h i s p r o po sa l a n d Jones
successfu l ly a rgued t h a t t h e r e w a s no fundamental d i f ference between land
enhancement, m a j o r drainage, a n d flood c o n t r o l and consequent ly t h e G o v e r n ‑
m e n t c o u l d a n d should pa y a l l t h e cos t s . T he p r o j e c t w a s au thor ized on t h i s
bas is bu t t he Adm in i s t r a t i on b l o cked the funds necessa r y t o a c t on the a u t h o r ‑
i za t ion . T h e Congressman is s t i l l doing every th ing in h i s p o w e r to he l p t h i s
p r o j e c t becomea r e a l i t y.

Du r i ng t h e 84 th Congress, t h e at tack on t h e conse rva t i on ac t i v i t i es o f
T V A con t i nued and, aga in , Jones w a s in the f o re f r on t o f a ba t t l e w h i c h b locked
r e d u c t i o n o f these ac t i v i t i es .

The House pa s sed an i r r i g a t i o n b i l l wh i ch p r o v i d e d $106 m i l l i o n i n loans
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As a r e s u l t o f h i s w i d e expe r i ence i n the fi e l d o f na t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , t h e
Congressman w a s appo in t ed cha i rman of a s p e c i a l subcommittee on Water
Resources a n d Powe r of t he Government Operat ions Committee. H i s n e w
subcommittee h e l d hear ings in fi f t een d i f f e r en t c i t i e s a n d a l s o conducted a
comp rehens i v e study o f t h e background o f establ ished pr inc ip les and needs,
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r e p o r t o f o v e r t w o hundred pages and t h i s r e p o r t i s recogn ized as the m o s t
author i ta t ive study on these subjects. I t s t i l l se rves n o t on l y as a guide to
Congress bu t a l so as an au tho r i t y f o r a l l who do ser ious r e s e a r c h in w a t e r
and powe r c on se r v a t i o n and development. A s a r e s u l t o f t h e r e p o r t , Jones i s
n o w recogn i zed as t h e p r e - e m i n e n t Congressional e x pe r t on flood con t r o l ,
mun i c i p a l w a t e r supp ly, and hyd r oe l e c t r i c development. The findings o f t h i s
subcommittee, incidental ly, w e r e in d i r e c t oppos i t ion to the con se r v a t i o n
recommendat ions ( o r l a c k of t hem) by a t a s k f o r ce of t h e H o o v e r Commission,

The Congressmanalso helped p u s h th rougha Pub l i c Works Appropr ia t ions
B i l l wh i ch p r o v i d e d funds f o r planning w o r k on t h e p r oposed Tennessee ‑
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Tombigbee Wate rway Cana l - a p r o j e c t s t r o ng l y backed by Jones. He i n t r o ‑
duced a r e s o l u t i o n ask i ng t h e c o n s e n t and app rova l o f Congress f o r t h e
es t ab l i s hmen t of t h e Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Compac t to p r om o t e
t h e development of a nav igab le wa t e rwa y connect ing these t w o g r e a t r i v e r s .
T h i s m e a s u r e became l a w o n Augus t 15, 1958.

Jones' repu ta t i on ea r ned h i m an appointment as c h a i r m a n of t h e Na t u r a l
Resou r c e s C omm i t t e e f o r t h e State o f A l a bama dur ing the 1956 p o l i t i c a l
campaign . Jones w a s d e s c r i b e d as " b e t t e r ab le to dea l w i t h t h i s issue than
any o t h e r m a n in A labama. "

In t h e 85th Congress , t he Republ icans sought to r e du ce T VA ' s a pp r o p r i a ‑
t i o n by $10 m i l l i o n . Aga in , Jones l e d t h e figh t w h i c h re j e c t ed t h i s reduc t ion
- a r educ t i o n so d r a s t i c i t wou l d h a v e ended n o t on ly conse r va t i o n bu t wou l d
have c r i p p l ed t h e agency as a whole.

Du r i n g t h i s se s s i on , Jones secu r ed $30,000 i n add i t i o na l f unds f o r f u r t h e r
p lann ing o f t h e P a i n t R o c k R i v e r P r o j e c t . He a l s o i n t r o duced leg is la t ion
w h i c h wou ld p rov i de Fede ra l a i d t o he l p c omba t t h e fi r e a n t m e n a c e i n f o r t y
A labama coun t ies . Some twe l v e m i l l i o n A l a b ama a c r e s w e r e damaged by t h i s
menace .

At t h e beginning of the second s e s s i o n of t h i s Cong ress , Jones s tepped up
to the Cha i rmansh ip o f t h e p e r m a n e n t P u b l i c Wo r k s a n d Resou r c e s s u b c om ‑
mi t tee o f the Gove rnmen t Opera t i ons Committee. Rep. Jones‘ sen io r i t y w a s
beginning to pay d i v idends in the f o r m of m o r e powe r f u l p o s i t i o n s in the
Congressional c omm i t t e e s - a p rac t i c e , inc identa l ly, w h i c h continues to give
Southern Congressmen unusua l powe r in the Congress.

T he Congress passed a 1.5 b i l l i o n omn i bus r i v e r s , ha r bo r s and fl o o d
c o n t r o l b i l l w h i c h conta ined 135 v i t a l conservat ion p r o j e c t s f o r the c o u n t r y.
I n c l uded in t h i s b i l l wa s an amendment w r i t t e n by the Congressman wh i c h
obl igated t h e Fede r a l Gove rnmen t to an t i c i pa te fu tu re na t i ona l w a t e r needs
and t o p l a n ahead t o c o n s e r v e r e s o u r c e s t o m e e t t h e s e needs. T h i s ame n d ‑
m e n t rep resen ted a h i s t o r i c change in F e d e r a l po l i c y - the fi r s t such m a j o r
change i n t h e h i s t o r y o f the c oun t r y - and r e v e r s e d a t r e n d o f i n d i f f e r e n c e
and shortsightedness wh i c h cou l d on l y l ead to fu tu re na t i o na l ca tas t r ophe .
P r e s i d e n t E i s e nhowe r ve toed the b i l l .

F i n a l l y, Jones fought f o r a n i n c r ea se i n b a s i c r e s e a r c h o n s a l t w a t e r
c o n v e r s i o n and suggested a seasho re l a b o r a t o r y t o f u r t h e r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f
t h i s p r o c e s s w h i c h w o u l d m e a n s o m u c h t o h uman i t y.

D u r i n g t h e 86th Cong ress , Jones w a s gues t speaker w h e n the fi r s t s m a l l
wa t e r s h ed p r o j e c t w a s ded ica ted n e a r Scot tsboro . T h i s p r o j e c t , w h i c h Jones
had s t r ong l y supported, i n c l uded a coo rd i na t ed l a n d t r e a tmen t and channe l
i m p r o v eme n t p r o g r a m i n t h e 11 ,800 -ac re C l e a r C r e e k watershed. The C o n ‑
g r e s sm a n expla ined in t h i s speech t h a t o n e of t he r e a s o n s f o r h i s e f f o r t s in
beha l f o f i n c r e a sed conse r v a t i o n w a s t h e f a c t tha t f o u r b i l l i o n t o n s o f s o i l a r e
l o s t e a c h y e a r f r o m the f a rm l a n d s i n t h e Un i t e d Sta tes because o f u n con t r o l l e d
w a t e r .

Jones a l s o pa r t i c i pa ted i n t h e E l k R i v e r Deve lopmen tA s s o c i a t i o n m e e t ‑
i ng . H e s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d the n e w Te n n e s s e e R i v e r
Development Assoc i a t i o n .
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Tombigbee Waterway Cana l - a p r o j e c t s t r ong l y backed by Jones. He i n t r o ‑

duced a r e s o l u t i o n ask ing t h e c o n s e n t and app rova l o f Congress f o r t h e
es t ab l i s hmen t of the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Compac t to p r om o t e
t h e development of a nav igab le wa t e rwa y connect ing these t w o g r e a t r i v e r s .
T h i s m e a s u r e became l a w o n Augus t 15, 1958.

Jones' repu ta t i on ea rned h i m an appointment as c h a i r m a n of t h e Na t u r a l
Resou rces Comm i t t e e f o r t he State o f A labama dur ing the 1956 po l i t i c a l
campaign, Jones w a s de s c r i b e d as " b e t t e r able to dea l w i t h t h i s i s sue than
any o t h e r m a n in A labama. "

In t h e 85th Congress, t h e Republ icans sought to reduce T VA ' s a p p r o p r i a ‑
t i o n by $10 m i l l i o n , Aga in , Jones l e d t h e figh t wh i c h r e j e c t e d t h i s reduc t ion
- a r educ t i o n so d r a s t i c i t wou ld have ended n o t on l y conse rva t i on b u t wou l d
have c r i pp l ed the agency as a whole.

D u r i n g t h i s sess i on , Jones se cu r e d $30,000 in add i t iona l funds f o r f u r t h e r
p lann ing o f the Pa i n t R o c k R i v e r P r o j e c t . He a l s o i n t r o du ced leg is la t i on
w h i c h wou l d p r ov i de Fede ra l a i d t o he l p comba t t h e fi r e a n t m e n a c e i n f o r t y
A l a b ama count ies. Some twe l v e m i l l i o n A l a b ama a c r e s w e r e damaged by t h i s
m e n a c e ,

At t h e beginning of t he second s e s s i o n of t h i s Cong ress , Jones s tepped up
to the cha i rmansh ip o f t h e p e r m a n e n t P u b l i c Wo r k s a n d Resou r c e s s u b c om ‑
m i t t e e o f the Gove rnmen t Ope ra t i ons Commi t t ee . Rep . Jones ' sen io r i t y w a s
beg inn ing to p a y d iv idends in the f o r m of m o r e p o w e r f u l pos i t ions in t h e
Congress ional c o mm i t t e e s - a p rac t i c e , i nc i den ta l l y, w h i c h con t i nues to g i ve
Sou t h e r n Congressmen unusua l p o w e r in t h e Congress,

T h e Congress passed a 1.5 b i l l i o n omn i bus r i v e r s , h a r b o r s and fl o o d
c o n t r o l b i l l w h i c h con ta ined 135 v i t a l c on se r va t i o n p r o j e c t s f o r t h e coun t r y.
I n c l uded in t h i s b i l l w a s an amendmen t w r i t t e n by t h e Congressman w h i c h
obl igated t h e F e d e r a l G o v e r nme n t t o ant ic ipa te fu tu re n a t i o n a l w a t e r needs
and t o p l a n ahead t o c o n s e r v e r e s o u r c e s t o m e e t t h e s e n e e d s , T h i s amend ‑
m e n t rep resen ted a h i s t o r i c change in F e d e r a l p o l i c y - the fi r s t s u c h m a j o r
change i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t he c o un t r y - a n d r e v e r s e d a t r e n d o f i n d i f f e r e n c e
a nd shortsightedness wh i c h cou l d on l y l ead to fu tu re na t i o n a l ca tas t r ophe .
P r e s i d e n t E i s enhowe r ve toed t h e b i l l .

F i n a l l y , Jones fought f o r a n i n c r e a s e i n b a s i c r e s e a r c h o n s a l t w a t e r
c on ve r s i o n and suggested a seashore l a bo r a t o r y t o f u r t h e r t he r ea l i z a t i o n o f
t h i s p r o c e s s w h i c h w o u l d m e a n so m u c h t o human i t y.

Du r i n g the 86th Congress , Jones w a s guest speaker w h e n the fi r s t s m a l l
wa t e r s h ed p r o j e c t w a s dedicated n e a r S c o t t s b o r o , T h i s p r o j e c t , w h i c h Jones
had s t rong ly supported, inc luded a coord ina ted l a n d t r e a tme n t and channel
imp r o v emen t p r o g r a m i n t h e 11,800-acre C l e a r C r e e k watershed. The Con ‑
g r e s sman exp la ined in t h i s speech t h a t one of the r e a s o n s f o r h i s e f f o r t s in
beha l f o f i n c r e a s e d conse rva t i on w a s the f a c t t ha t f o u r b i l l i o n t o n s o f s o i l a r e
l o s t e a c h y ea r f r o m the f a rm l a nd s i n t he Un i t ed States because o f uncon t r o l l ed
w a t e r ,

Jones a l s o pa r t i c i pa ted i n t h e E l k R i v e r Deve lopmen tA s s o c i a t i o n m e e t ‑
i ng . H e s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d t h e n e w Te n n e s s e e R i v e r
Development Assoc i a t i o n .
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I n r e c ogn i t i o n o f h i s many a c comp l i s hmen t s i n t h e c on se r v a t i o n fi e l d ,
Representa t i ve Jones w a s appo in ted a t r u s t e e o f t he Thomas L. Stokes A w a r d
Commit tee, I n c . , a nat iona l g roup of p r om i n e n t c i t i zens c o n c e r n e d w i t h
p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d conse r v a t i o n o f t he na t i o n ' s na t u r a l resources .

In conclusion, i t w ou l d be app r o p r i a t e to quote f r o m the r e p o r t of t h e
Jones' s u b c om i t t e e desc r ibed prev ious ly :

A body o f p r i nc i p l es f o r t he conse rva t i on , develop‑
men t , a n d u t i l i z a t i on o f o u r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s has
become establ ished in o u r l aw. . .

Some o f t h e se w i de l y accep ted p r i n c i p l e s a r e r e c a l l e d
v e r y b r i e fl y he re : the un i t y o f resources ; the r e l a t i o n ‑
sh ip o f r e s o u r c e s , reg ions a n d people, and the u s e o f
resources f o r t he good o f m a n ; t h e comp r ehens i v e and
mu l t i p l e - u se app r oach t o r e s o u r c e s development, t he
app l ica t ions of husbandry, t he insurance of sus ta ined
y i e l d s f r o m r e s o u r c e s ; t he f u l l r e t u r n f r o m develop ‑
me n t coup led w i t h a favorable r e l a t i o n of benefi t to
c o s t ; t he w ides t d i s t r i bu t i on o f benefits o f develop‑
m e n t s , t he g r e a t e s t good t o t h e g r e a t e s t n um b e r , and
the bes t cont r ibu t ions to the na t i ona l economy and the
na t iona l s e cu r i t y.
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I n r ecogn i t i on o f h i s man y accomp l i shmen t s i n t he conse r va t i on fie l d ,

Representa t i ve Jones w a s appo in ted a t r us t ee o f the Thomas L. Stokes A w a r d Z
Commit tee, I n c . , a na t iona l g roup of p r o m i n e n t c i t i zens c o n c e r n e d w i t h j
p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d con se r v a t i o n o f t he n a t i o n ' s na t u r a l resources .

In conclusion, i t w ou l d be app r o p r i a t e to quote f r o m the r e p o r t of t h e
Jones' subcommittee desc r ibed previously:

A body of pr inc ip les f o r the conservat ion , develop‑
m e n t , a nd u t i l i za t i on o f o u r n a t u r a l resources has
become estab l ished in o u r l a w . . .

Some o f these w ide l y accepted p r i nc ip l es a r e r e c a l l e d
v e r y b r i e fl y here : the un i t y o f resources ; the r e l a t i o n - 2
sh ip o f r e sou r ces , reg ions and people, and the u s e o f
resources f o r the good o f m a n ; the comp r ehens i v e and
mu l t i p l e - u se app r oach t o r e sou r ce s development, the
appl icat ions of husbandry, t he insurance of s u s t a i n e d
y ie lds f r o m resou r ces ; t he f u l l r e t u r n f r o m develop‑
m e n t coup led w i t h a favorable r e l a t i o n of benefit to
c o s t ; the w ides t d is t r ibu t ion o f benefits o f develop‑
me n t s , t h e g r ea t e s t good t o t he g r ea t e s t n umbe r , and
the bes t contr ibut ions to the na t i ona l economy and the
na t iona l s e c u r i t y. =
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